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AGRICULTURAL TRADE 
BETWEEN CHINA AND 

THE GREATER MEKONG 
SUBREGION COUNTRIES

A Value Chain Analysis
edited by  

Jayant Menon and Vathana Roth

About the EDITORS
Jayant Menon is Visiting Senior Fellow at the ISEAS – Yusof 
Ishak Institute, Singapore, following his early retirement from the 
Asian Development Bank, where he was Lead Economist in the Office of the Chief Economist. 
Vathana Roth is Research Fellow and Director of the Centre for Development Economics and 
Trade, Cambodia Development Resource Institute.

 
About the BOOK
“This book provides new insights into the important and developing agricultural value chains, including 
on current constraints and the enormity of opportunities, emanating in the dynamic GMS, especially 
through to their main giant market of China. Analysis in the GMS countries forms comparable case 
studies of major crops using mappings of their key processes and actors, as well as both qualitative 
and quantitative data, including primary data collection such as from new surveys. The analysis uses 
understandable methodologies, such as graphical cross-country comparisons, and established ratios, 
such as on comparative advantage, to provide useful insights into GMS agricultural value chains. A 
particular focus in the case studies is better understanding of the role Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs) might 
play in constraining agricultural exports to China and approaches to addressing these that are more 
inclusive and economically rewarding. I recommend this valuable book to those interested in agricultural 
trade in GMS countries and China, as well as the characteristics of their agricultural value chains, and 
their contribution to these countries’ development.” 

Dr Ray Trewin, Former Fellow, ANU and editor of Crucial Agricultural Policy (World Scientific, 2016).

2022 303 pp. PIC287 
Soft cover 978-981-5011-12-8   S$43.09 (GST inclusive)* / S$39.90 / US$32.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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THE DRAGON’S 
UNDERBELLY 

Dynamics and Dilemmas 
in Vietnam’s Economy and 

Politics
edited by  

Nhu Truong and Tuong Vu

About the EDITORS
Nhu Truong is Assistant Professor in the Department of Politics 
and Public Affairs at Denison University, a Mansfield-Luce Asia 
Scholars Network Fellow, a Rosenberg Institute Scholar, and a Center For Khmer Studies Senior 
Research Fellow.
Tuong Vu is Professor and Head of the Political Science Department at the University of 
Oregon and has held visiting appointments at Princeton University and the National University 
of Singapore.
 
About the BOOK
This book shows why Vietnam has not become the dragon it is often touted to be. The team of authors 
include both long-time observers and junior scholars who present cutting-edge research on the latest 
trends as well as major challenges facing the country’s economy and political system. As Vietnam 
seeks to escape from poverty and the legacies of mistaken socialist policies, its economy has become 
fully integrated into the global economy. Yet, without an effective and far-sighted leadership, it is still 
occupying a low position in the global value chains and becoming increasingly dependent on China. 
Politically, after three decades of reform, the Vietnamese Communist Party’s grip on power has adapted 
well to the market economy but is confronting deep vulnerabilities as observed in its eroding ability to 
control workers, the media, public universities and state-owned enterprises. The book also includes a 
section that applies formal and statistical methods to compare Vietnam with China in the two critical 
areas of political accountability and anti-corruption policy.

2023 379 pp. PIC290 
Soft cover 978-981-5011-39-5   S$43.09 (GST inclusive)* / S$39.90 / US$32.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore



Rights Available
World Rights (co-publishing, reprint, translation and distribution)

7

30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, Singapore 119614
Tel: +65 6870 2447 Fax: +65 6775 6259 E-mail: pubsunit@iseas.edu.sg http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

Publisher of scholarly books on  
economics, politics and social issues

POLITICS 



Rights Available
World Rights (co-publishing, reprint, translation and distribution)

8

30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, Singapore 119614
Tel: +65 6870 2447 Fax: +65 6775 6259 E-mail: pubsunit@iseas.edu.sg http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

Publisher of scholarly books on  
economics, politics and social issues

THAILAND 
A Struggle for the Nation 

 
by  

Charnvit Kasetsiri  
 

About the AUTHOR
Charnvit Kasetsiri is Professor Emeritus of Thammasat 
University, Bangkok, Thailand. He is a prominent historian and 
Thai Studies scholar. 

About the BOOK
“As a historian, Charnvit Kasetsiri is not satisfied simply to have found an instructive angle from which to 
explore the mysteries in a modern experimental monarchy. His keen sense of time has filled his narrative 
with insights that only a few people could have identified. To me, that is a mark of one with a fine sense 
of what the past can mean. I thank him for the chance to see this mature and thoughtful Charnvit at work 
and commend this book to everyone who wants to understand Thailand better.”

Wang Gungwu, National University of Singapore

“Charnvit makes clear in the final pages of Thailand: A Struggle for the Nation that he is not very sanguine 
about the country’s future. During Thailand’s democratic spring in 1974, the Thai constitution was changed 
to allow female succession. This apparent loosening of male prerogative had no effect on the reign 
change in 2016 when the designated male heir, Prince Vajiralongkorn, succeeded without challenge to 
become the tenth Bangkok king. Communism, long gone as the spectre that once haunted Thailand’s 
political order, has been replaced by another. The spectre now haunting Thailand is authoritarianism.”

Craig J. Reynolds, Australian National University

2022 264 pp. BM616
Soft cover 978-981-5011-24-1   S$38.77 (GST inclusive)* / S$35.90 / US$29.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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THE JOKOWI-PRABOWO 
ELECTIONS 2.0 

 
edited by  

Made Supriatma and Hui Yew-Foong  
 

About the EDITORS
Made Supriatma is Visiting Fellow at the ISEAS – Yusof Ishak 
Institute, Singapore.

Hui Yew-Foong is Visiting Senior Fellow and Coordinator of 
the Indonesia Studies Programme at the ISEAS – Yusof Ishak 
Institute, Singapore. 

About the BOOK

On 17 April 2019, Indonesians marched to the polls to elect their president and vice president directly 
for the fourth time since 2004. The main contenders for the presidency—Joko “Jokowi” Widodo and 
Prabowo Subianto—were the same as when they first clashed in 2014, and the result was the same. 
Some of the issues raised in 2014 were rehashed in 2019, and the geographical polarization of voters 
had deepened along the same fault lines. There is a case for arguing that 2019 was a replay of the 2014 
elections, hence the title of this book. But “2.0” also signifies progression, since nothing is ever exactly 
the same. 2019 has seen the intensification of cyber-politics, and the curious outcome where former 
opponents on the electoral battlefield, as featured on the cover of this book, ended up as colleagues in 
the same cabinet. This volume provides incisive analyses of the dynamics of the elections from multiple 
perspectives, from what is new (cyber-politics) to what persists (identity politics), from the constituencies 
that cut across national demographics to the regions and their peculiarities. The insights drawn out in 
this volume will serve as a guide for understanding the next presidential and parliamentary elections in 
2024 and beyond.

2022 293 pp. PIC289
Soft cover 978-981-5011-36-4 S$43.09 (GST inclusive)* / S$39.90 / US$32.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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RISING CHINA AND  
NEW CHINESE MIGRANTS  

IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
 edited by  

Leo Suryadinata and Benjamin Loh 

About the EDITORS
Leo Suryadinata is Visiting Senior Fellow at the ISEAS – Yusof 
Ishak Institute, Singapore.
Benjamin Loh is Assistant Director of the ASCC Monitoring 
Division, ASEAN Socio-Cultural ommunity Department at the 
ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta. 

About the BOOK

New Chinese migration is a recent development that has just entered an initial phase. An overarching 
theme and conclusion across the sixteen chapters in this volume is that China’s policy towards Chinese 
migrants has changed from period to period, and it is still too early for us to determine if Beijing will 
continue to pursue the policy of luoye guigen (return to original roots) or will revert to one of luodi 
shenggen (sink into local roots). The various chapters also show that the profile, motivations and 
outlooks of xin yimin (new Chinese migrants) have become more diverse, while local reactions to these 
new migrants have become less accommodating with increasing nationalism.

2023 355 pp. PIC291
Soft cover 978-981-5011-58-6 S$38.77 (GST inclusive)* / S$35.90 / US$29.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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JUST ANOTHER CRISIS?  
The Impact of the COVID-19 

Pandemic on Southeast Asia’s 
Rice Sector  

edited by  
Jamie S. Davidson 

Est. pub. date: Mid-2023

About the EDITOR
Jamie S. Davidson is Associate Professor of Political Science, 
National University of Singapore, and head of the Food Politics 
and Society cluster at the Asia Research Institute of the same university. 

About the BOOK
“This timely volume chronicles and analyses the intersection of rice policies and the pandemic through 
case studies of a diverse range of Southeast Asian countries: rice exporters, rice importers and city-
states. There is no group of eminent researchers better suited to carrying out this work, and they conduct 
the analysis by illuminating the historical context that is essential to an understanding of rice policies in 
the region. This volume is a must-read for anyone interested in rice policies and politics in contemporary 
Southeast Asia.”

David Dawe, Former Senior Economist with the  
International Rice Research Institute and the Food and Agricultural Organization

“This is highly recommended reading for those interested in an up-to-date and in-depth treatment of the 
political economy of rice policies in five major ASEAN countries, one chapter per country. While the book 
title indicates a topical focus on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on Southeast Asia’s rice sector, 
these chapters are much more than this, giving considerable historical context leading up the outbreak 
of the pandemic and looking forward after the pandemic.”

Howarth Bouis, Laureate, World Food Prize; 
Emeritus Fellow, International Food Policy Research Institute

2023  BM622 
Soft cover 978-981-5011-66-1    (price to be confirmed)

Forthcoming TitleForthcoming Title
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THE ROAD TO NUSANTARA  
Process, Challenges and 

Opportunities 
edited by  

Julia M. Lau, Athiqah Nur Alami, Siwage 
Dharma Negara and Yanuar Nugroho 

Est. pub. date: August 2023 

About the EDITORS
Julia M. Lau is Senior Fellow and Co-Coordinator of the 
Indonesia Studies Programme at the ISEAS – Yusof Ishak 
Institute, Singapore, and editor of ISEAS’s commentary and analysis website, fulcrum.sg
Athiqah Nur Alami is Head of the Research Centre for Politics at Indonesia’s National Research 
and Innovation Agency (BRIN), Jakarta.
Siwage Dharma Negara is Senior Fellow and Co-Coordinator of the Indonesia Studies 
Programme at the ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore.
Yanuar Nugroho is Visiting Fellow in the Indonesia Studies Programme at at the ISEAS – Yusof 
Ishak Institute, Singapore, Senior Lecturer at Driyarkara School of Philosophy, Jakarta, and 
Honorary Research Fellow with the University of Manchester’s Institute of Innovation Research, 
UK.

About the BOOK
The collective research effort of senior and junior scholars from Indonesia and beyond, The Road to 
Nusantara: Process, Challenges and Opportunities examines the political, economic, socio-cultural, 
security and environmental implications of President Joko Widodo's historic plan to move Indonesia's 
national capital from Jakarta to Nusantara, East Kalimantan. This volume will be of interest to 
policymakers, Indonesia's neighbours near and far, prospective investors, and students of Indonesia 
who wish to understand the complex challenges underlying this megaproject.

2023  PIC294 
Soft cover 978-981-5104-22-6    (price to be confirmed)

Forthcoming TitleForthcoming Title

Concept 2 

The Road to Nusantara

In this version of the cover, we went for a more experimental 

approach to communicate the theme of the book. Against the 

backdrop of the key visual is an illustration of an idealistic cityscape. 

This is to represent the ongoing development plans in Nusantara. 

The background treatment of the book cover is made of pieces of 

paper pasted together to communicate a “work-in-progress” state.

Book CoverISEAS - YUSOF ISHAK INSTITUTE
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PORT SECURITY AND PREMAN 
ORGANIZATIONS IN INDONESIA 

by  
Senia Febrica 

Est. pub. date: Mid-2023 

About the AUTHOR
Senia Febrica is the Knowledge Exchange Associate and an early career researcher at the One 
Ocean Hub, the University of Strathclyde, Scotland. She is also an honorary senior researcher 
at the American Studies Center, Universitas Indonesia, and the Indonesian Institute of Advanced 
International Studies (INADIS), Jakarta, Indonesia.

About the BOOK
The global war against terrorism has created pressure for Indonesia to improve its security measures 
to deal with maritime terrorism. Following the 9/11 attacks and the 2002 Bali bombing, Indonesia has 
improved the security of its major ports and entered various international agreements to ensure its 
trading activities are not impeded. At the same time, in a bid to secure small ports and coastal areas in 
various parts of the country, preman—self-supporting, autonomous paramilitary—organizations began 
to play a greater role. This book explores the involvement of preman organizations in securing ports 
and coastlines in Jakarta, North Sulawesi and the Riau Islands. The security of ports and coastal areas 
in the three provinces is of international importance because of their proximity to major sea lanes of 
communication. The book carefully maps out the tensions, contradictions and implications of the use of 
preman organizations in the realization of Indonesia’s efforts to be a truly democratic civil society. 

2023  BM621 
Soft cover 978-981-5011-88-3    (price to be confirmed)

Forthcoming TitleForthcoming Title
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HE WHO IS MADE LORD 
Empire, Class and Race in Postwar Singapore   

by  
Muhammad Suhail bin Mohamed Yazid 

Est. pub. date: 3rd quarter 2023 

About the AUTHOR
Muhammad Suhail bin Mohamed Yazid is a PhD Candidate in World History from Trinity 
College, University of Cambridge, UK.

About the BOOK

In June 1959, the British established the office of Yang di-Pertuan Negara (He Who is Made Lord) to 
replace the colonial governorship and represent Queen Elizabeth II in Singapore. Muhammad Suhail 
explores the divergent attempts to invest meaning in the Yang di-Pertuan Negara. In doing so, he weaves 
a rich story about the contesting ideas of sovereignty during the global age of decolonization. He Who is 
Made Lord is a captivating take on Singapore’s emergence as a postcolonial nation, providing a gateway 
into the island’s past as part of the Malay World, the British Empire and the Commonwealth of Nations. 

2023  LH30 
Soft cover 978-981-5104-30-1    (price to be confirmed)

Forthcoming TitleForthcoming Title
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EXTRACTING 
DEVELOPMENT 

Contested Resource Frontiers 
in Mainland Southeast Asia 

edited by  
Oliver Tappe and Simon Rowedder  

 
About the EDITORS
Oliver Tappe is senior researcher at the Institute of Anthropology, 
University of Heidelberg (Germany), and associated fellow at 
the ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore.
Simon Rowedder is Assistant Professor at the Chair of Development Politics, University of 
Passau.

About the BOOK
Resource extraction is currently shaping Southeast Asian landscapes and people’s lives to an 
unprecedented degree. This volume explores old and new resource frontiers, their effect on local 
economies and social relations, and questions of (contested) resource control and governance. 
Case studies from Laos, Thailand, Myanmar, and Cambodia illustrate the predicament of globalized 
extractivism processes in the region, particularly (but not only) with regard to China’s rising geopolitical 
and -economic influence, most prominently expressed by the Belt and Road Initiative.

Discussing transboundary investments in land and water reserves, and localized commodification 
processes of agrarian resources, this volume not only investigates the competing actors and discourses 
of resource extraction in Southeast Asia. What is more, the different case studies shed light on the 
contingent outcomes on the ground of transregional economic dynamics and related socio-ecological 
transformations. Combining macro perspectives with fine-grained micro-scale studies, this volume offers 
a multi-faceted picture of extractivism in contemporary Southeast Asia.

2022 271 pp. PIC288 
Soft cover 978-981-5011-19-7                          S$43.09 (GST inclusive)* / S$39.90 / US$32.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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THE STRAITS 
PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
AND COLONIAL ELITES IN 

MALAYA 
Selected Papers on Race, 
Identity and Social Order  

1893–1915 
edited by  

Lim Teck Ghee and Charles Brophy  

About the EDITORS
Lim Teck Ghee’s career has straddled academia and international development organizations. He 
has held a Social Science Chair at the University of Malaya and was a Visiting Fellow and Professor at 
various universities. 
Charles Brophy is an independent scholar with a focus on the political and intellectual history of modern 
Malaysia and Singapore. 

About the BOOK
Founded in Singapore in 1893, the Straits Philosophical Society was a society for the “critical discussion of questions 
in Philosophy, History, Theology, Literature, Science and Art”. Its membership was restricted to graduates of British 
and European universities, fellows of British or European learned societies and those with “distinguished merit in 
the opinion of the Society in any branch of knowledge”. Its closed door meetings were an important gathering place 
for the educated elite of the colony, comprising colonial civil servants, soldiers, missionaries, businessmen, as well 
as prominent Straits Chinese members. Notable members included the botanist Henry Ridley, the missionary W.G. 
Shellabear and Straits Chinese reformers like Lim Boon Keng and Tan Teck Soon. 
Throughout its years of operation the Society left behind a collection of papers presented by its members, the vast 
majority of which conformed to the Society’s founding rule that its geographical position should influence its work. 
This produced a large corpus of literature on colonial Malaya which provides important insights into the logic and 
dynamics of colonial thought in the period before the First World War. In reproducing a collection of these papers this 
volume highlights the role of the Society in the development of ideas of race, Malayness, colonial modernization, 
urban government and debates over the political and socio-economic future of the colony.

2023  LH29
Soft cover 978-981-5011-33-3   S$53.89 (GST inclusive)* / S$49.90 / US$39.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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WIDER BAGAN
Ancient and Living  
Buddhist Traditions 

by  
Elizabeth H. Moore  

About the AUTHOR
Elizabeth Moore is Professor in the School of Oriental and 
African Studies, University of London and Visiting Researcher 
at the Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre, ISEAS – Yusof Ishak 
Institute, Singapore.

About the BOOK
Wider Bagan: Ancient and Living Buddhist Traditions is the first book to define the area outside the 
renowned Buddhist capital where vestiges of Bagan era cultural traditions can be found. From nearly 
six hundred attributes inventoried in Wider Bagan, thematic and geographical analysis of the Wider 
Bagan data reveals a related but different trajectory from that of the capital. The Sasanā of the court 
was honoured, and though its economy profited many places across Wider Bagan, local resilience was 
foremost. While the capital and Wider Bagan existed in relation to each other, their aims and narratives 
differed. Much has been written about Bagan, but little attention on the ground has been devoted to 
areas beyond the capital. These places have stories to tell—ones of the past and of the present—that 
are narrated in this book.

2023 456 pp. BM606
Soft cover 978-981-4951-19-7 S$53.89 (GST inclusive)* / S$49.90 / US$39.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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CITIES AND CLIMATE 
CHALLENGES IN 

SOUTHEAST ASIA 
edited by  

Melinda Martinus, Qiu Jiahui  
and Sharon Seah 

About the EDITORS

Melinda Martinus is Lead Researcher at the ASEAN Studies 
Centre and the Climate Change in Southeast Asia Programme, 
ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore.

Qiu Jiahui is Research Officer at the Climate Change in 
Southeast Asia Programme, ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore.

Sharon Seah is Senior Fellow and Coordinator at the ASEAN Studies Centre and the Climate 
Change in Southeast Asia Programme, ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore.

About the BOOK
The Climate Change in Southeast Asia Workshop and Compendium Series is a platform to facilitate and 
promote research on climate-related issues in the Southeast Asian region. Organized by the Climate 
Change in Southeast Asia Programme at the ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, the objective of this platform 
is to facilitate knowledge exchange and share best practices to deepen understanding of the complex 
and multidimensional nature of climate change. This inaugural publication sheds light on varied and 
contextual experiences of Southeast Asian urban communities in addressing climate challenges and 
scenarios for future policy making.

2023 201 pp. ASC17
Soft cover 978-981-5011-71-5 S$35.53 (GST inclusive)* / S$32.90 / US$29.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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TRANSFORMING BORNEO 
From Land Exploitation to  
Sustainable Development 

by  
Goh Chun Sheng and Lesley Potter  

About the AUTHORS
Goh Chun Sheng is Research Fellow at Sunway University, 
Kuala Lumpur and an Associate at Harvard University Asia 
Center.
Lesley Potter is Visiting Fellow at the Resource Management 
in Asia-Pacific Program, Crawfood School of Public Policy, 
Australia National University.

About the BOOK
“There is an energizing boldness in this synthesis: the right big-picture questions aligning all the way down 
to the right complexities on the ground, and across the diverse territories that comprise contemporary 
Borneo. A manifesto for the kinds of cross-sectoral and applied research that can make the difference 
to the future of Borneo.” 

Cynthia Ong, CEO, Forever Sabah 

“A surgical and timely compendium on the transformation of Borneo’s forests and land use with clear 
regional implications. If you care about the future of conservation in this part of the world, you will find all 
the key ingredients here for its salvation.” 

Gopalasamy Reuben Clements, Co-founder, RIMBA and Professor, Sunway University

“A perspective about balancing the future amidst need for economic and social development all while 
providing a better and more sustainable Borneo. It is something that you will need to help drive home 
change and make sustainable impact for people and planet without compromising profit.” 

Timothy Ong, Head of Circular Bio-economy Unit, Malaysian Investment Development Authority 
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edited by  
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About the EDITORS
Kevin S.Y. Tan is a sociologist and cultural anthropologist. He is an Instructor at the Chua Thian 
Poh Community Leadership Centre at the National University of Singapore. 

Steve K.L. Chan is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at the Keimyung University, South 
Korea. He has been affiliated with the Social Research Institute of Chulalongkorn University 
and the Regional Center for Social Science and Sustainable Development of the Chiangmai 
University as Visiting Research Fellow.  

About the BOOK
This volume is a collection of articles that examines how the COVID-19 pandemic affected and intersected with 
various Southeast Asian contexts in the broad areas of migration, education and demographic policy. At the height 
of the pandemic from 2020 to 2022, the resulting restrictions to international travel, ensuing nationwide lockdowns 
and eventual economic crises formed part of what many commentators referred to as a “new normal”. Apart from 
being a global health crisis, the pandemic disrupted and transformed the experience of everyday life at all levels 
of society, where many of its effects are now likely irreversible. In particular, the impact of the pandemic certainly 
affected the most vulnerable individuals and communities throughout the region, especially when taking into account 
the demographic transformations in countries that are experiencing rapid ageing such as Singapore and Thailand. 
Examples of the most affected include low-wage migrant workers, the disabled and the children of impoverished 
families. For many who were already living in a state of precarity, the structural “side-effects” of the pandemic were 
at times more deadly than the coronavirus itself as it often negatively impacted livelihood, social-emotional ties 
and overall well-being. At the same time, the “new normal” has further created conditions that raise the likelihood 
of occupational precarity even for long-term professionals within established fields like education. In other words, 
few experienced the COVID-19 pandemic without encountering both tangible and intangible challenges, regardless 
of where one was situated. Hence, by merging the theme of precarity with that of the pandemic’s undeniable and 
exacerbating effects, this volume hopes to establish a useful platform to reflect and learn from a range of scholarly 
views that can contribute to new knowledge and inform policymaking in Southeast Asian societies.
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Research Fellow at the Institute of the Malay World and Civilization (ATMA), National University 
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Global Affairs at Harvard Divinity School.
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