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of socio-political, security and economic trends and developments in Southeast 
Asia and its wider geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s 
research programmes are the Regional Economic Studies (RES, including 
ASEAN and APEC), Regional Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and 
Regional Social and Cultural Studies (RSCS).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued almost 
2,000 books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of research 
about Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publishing works with 
many other academic and trade publishers and distributors to disseminate 
important research and analyses from and about Southeast Asia to the rest 
of the world.

The KITLV/Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and 
Caribbean Studies has specialized in collecting information and advancing 
research on the present and former Dutch colonies and their surroundings 
since 1851. Today it is an authoritative research institute focussing on 
Southeast Asia, in particular Indonesia, and the Caribbean, especially 
Suriname, the Dutch Antilles and Aruba. Its collections, publications 
and research encompass the humanities and the social sciences, ranging 
from colonial history to present-day social issues. KITLV houses sizeable 
and diverse collections, a leading publishing unit, and changing research 
projects.

KITLV Press is the publishing department of the KITLV/Royal 
Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies. It 
specializes in scholarly monographs and other books on the anthropology, 
art, economics, history, linguistics and literature of Southeast Asia, with 
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Preface

This book has its origins in a KITLV (Royal Netherlands Institute of 
Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies) research project entitled “Credit, 
Risk, and the Economy of Debt: Indonesian Trajectories” (CREDIT), in 
which we have been the principal participants, and in a discussion panel on 
“Credit and Debt in Southeast Asia, Past and Present”, which we organized 
at the Fourth Conference of the European Association of Southeast Asian 
Studies (EUROSEAS) in Paris in September 2004. Besides six pieces which 
— in most cases after much revision — became chapters included here, 
the Paris panel also included papers by Andi Faisal Bakti, Greg Bankoff, 
Pramuan Bunkanwanicha, Caleb Kwong, Martin Ramstedt, and Willem 
Wolters. We remain grateful to these scholars for their input and insights, 
some of which are indirectly reflected in the present volume. Our thanks 
go also to Anne Booth, Thomas Lindblad, and other members of the panel 
audience for their critical and constructive comments. Two of our eight 
chapters, those by Jan Wisseman Christie and Heather Sutherland, did not 
originate in Paris, but were written after the conference at our request. We 
are particularly grateful to these contributors, without whom the range of 
topics and periods covered would have been much less adequate. In addition 
we would like to thank Rosemary Robson, for improving the English 
in some of the pieces; the staff of the KITLV, for their always cheerful 
assistance when we were in search of publications and illustrations; and 
Triena Ong of ISEAS Publishing, for her help, and forbearance, during 
the reviewing and editing process.

David Henley and Peter Boomgaard
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