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CHINESE
HERITAGE
CENTRE

The Chinese Heritage Centre was established in May 1995 to promote knowledge and
understanding of people of Chinese descent outside China and their heritage through
research, publications, conferences and exhibitions. It also houses the Wang Gungwu
Library which has a specialized focus on the Chinese overseas and their heritage. As the
first organization to specialize in the study of Chinese communities outside China, it is
most appropriate that the Centre be housed in the former Nanyang University’s historic
Administration Block, which itself is a relic of the landmark establishment of the first
and only Chinese-medium university outside China founded by the ethnic Chinese.
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The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an autonomous
organization in 1968. It is a regional centre dedicated to the study of socio-political,
security and economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia and its wider
geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s research programmes are the
Regional Economic Studies (RES, including ASEAN and APEC), Regional Strategic
and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social and Cultural Studies (RSCS).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued almost 2,000 books
and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of research about Southeast Asia from
within the region. ISEAS Publishing works with many other academic and trade
publishers and distributors to disseminate important research and analyses from and
about Southeast Asia to the rest of the world.
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PREFACE

On 19 July 2007 the Chinese Heritage Centre (Singapore), Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies (Singapore), and NABIL Foundation (Indonesia)
organized a joint one-day seminar on “Ethnic Chinese in Indonesia in an Era
of Globalization” in Singapore. The purpose of the seminar was to provide
comprehensive and up-to-date information on the topic to the educated
layman in Singapore by fully examining the position of ethnic Chinese in
Indonesia before and after the fall of Soeharto, with special reference to the
post-Socharto era.

To reach a wider audience, the organizers have decided to publish ten
papers from the seminar. All of the papers have been extensively revised and
they will be useful for readers who want to know the current situation of
the Chinese in Indonesia.

I would like to thank the paper-writers for revising their papers and the
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies Publications Unit for agreeing to publish
these papers.

Professor Leo Suryadinata
Editor
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Cina

Cukong

Era Reformasi
(or Reform Era)

Imlek

New Order
(or Orde Baru

in Indonesian)

Old Order
(or Orde Lama
in Indonesian)

Pembauran

Peranakan

GLOSSARY

An old Indonesian/Malay term which was used to
refer to the ethnic Chinese and China; it became
derogatory in the twentieth century, especially
after the Sino-Japanese War, in Indonesia. In 1967
the Socharto regime adopted the term to replace
Tionghoa (ethnic Chinese) and Tiongkok (China).
See also Tionghoa.

A Hokkien term (zhu gong) to refer to a boss. During
the Soeharto period, it was used to refer to a Chinese
businessman who collaborated with a government
high official, including military generals.

A term used to refer to the post-Soeharto era.

This term is often used together with Tahun Baru
Imlek in Indonesian, which means Lunar New Year.
It is also called “Chinese New Year”.

A term used to refer to the Socharto period (1965-98).

A term used to refer to the Sukarno period (1957-65).

Originally means “mixing”, sometime it is also used
to mean “assimilation” by some Indonesians.

An Indonesian/Malay term which originally refers
to the descendants of mixed marriages between
foreign males and Indonesian/Malay females. In
the nineteenth century in Indonesia the term Cina
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Xiv

Glossary

Pribumi (Pri)

Non-Pribumi
(non-Pri)

Tionghoa

Totok

SBKRI

Sinkeh
(Singkeh)

Undang-Undang
Dasar 1945
(UUD 1945)

WNI
(Wargnegara
Indonesia,
Indonesian
citizens)

Peranakan is used to refer to Chinese Muslims and in
the present day usage, it refers to the descendants of

old established Chinese who are local born and speak
Indonesian/Malay or a local dialect in their daily life.
It is also a form of self-identification.

An Indonesian term which refers to the indigenous
population.

A phrase used in Indonesia to refer to non-indigenous
p g
people, usually it means ethnic Chinese Indonesians.

A Hokkian term to refer to the ethnic Chinese in
Indonesia. It was popularly before the New Order.
But the Soeharto regime abolished the term and
replaced it with a derogatory term Cina for the ethnic
Chinese and China. It is now becoming popular again
among the toroks and some peranakans. See also Cina.

An Indonesian term which originally means pure
blood; in the twentieth century, it was used to refer
to the new Chinese migrants to Indonesia who were
foreign born and were culturally still Chinese. In the
present day usage, it refers to the migrant Chinese or
their immediate descendants who still speak (some)
Chinese. It is comparable to Sinkeh or Singkeh.

Surat Bukti Kewarganegaraan Indonesia, or the
document proving the Indonesian citizenship. This
document was required by the Indonesian authorities
to prove their citizen status before applying for
passport and other official documents.

Liternally means “new guest” (xinke) in Chinese. See
also totok.

The 1945 Indonesian Constitution, which is also a
current constitution; it has been amended four times
since the fall of Soeharto to make it more democratic.

This term is often used to refer to Indonesian citizens
of Chinese descent as “indigenous Indonesians” are
automatically Indonesian citizens.





