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Leviathan
was a creature of the Law;
it is by the law he lives, and laws and regulations
are both the substance of his being and the basis of his power.
The strong man, like some Burma rulers of the past, can build up
an empire, but unless the framework be fashioned out of law
his empire will last no longer than his strength. It is not
sufficient for him to enforce the law; he must
also submit to it, to offer himself
a willing sacrifice

to Leviathan.

J.S. Furnivall,
“The Fashioning of Leviathan”,

Journal of the Burma Research Society
XXIX, no. 3 (1939): 18.
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Preface

Dr Maung Maung:Gentleman, Scholar, Patriot consists of seven
related sections. Each section has an introductory essay prepared by
me. My introductory essays serve to place the reprinted publications of
the late Dr Maung Maung into context to assist the reader to understand
the time and circumstances of their original publication. In many cases,
that was more than six decades ago. The introductory essays are based
on my reading of Dr Maung Maung’s many published works listed in the
bibliography, an oral history which he conducted with P. Lim Pui Huen
in 1990 and 1991 in Singapore and Yangon for the Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies, my exchanges with him over ten years, and discussions with
individuals who worked with him from the 1940s through the 1990s.

The Bibliography of Dr Maung Maung’s published works was
prepared by U Thaw Kaung, the former Librarian of the Universities
Central Library in Yangon. I first met Dr Maung Maung, thanks to an
introduction by U Thaw Kaung, while I was conducting research in that
library in 1982. Dr Maung Maung was the only senior member of the
government who I met at that time. Subsequent meetings took place,
twice in London and several times in Yangon, especially after he retired
from government service in September 1988.

xi



Xii Preface

The oral history that Dr Maung Maung recorded at the Institute
of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) largely reviews topics and issues
about which he wrote in a number of his historical publications.
However, at several points he discussed his own life and personal
experiences, adding to the information available in various publica-
tions. Where appropriate, I have quoted from the transcript of the
interviews prepared by Daw Yee May Kaung in 1995 for the Southeast
Asia Cultural Programme at ISEAS. In a few places I have slightly
amended the text to improve readability and clarity. However, to the
fullest extent possible, Daw Yee May Kaung’s transcription allows
Dr Maung Maung’s words to speak for themselves.

The decision to reprint so many of Dr Maung Maung’s many
essays and short publications, mostly written prior to his joining the
judicial service of Myanmar in 1962 and eventual rise through his
service to the Burma Socialist Programme Party (BSPP) to the
Presidency of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Myanmar (Burma)
in August 1988, was made for several two reasons. One is that many
of them are now rare and hard to find, but of use to historians and
others seeking to write about Myanmar in the understudied 1940s
and 1950s. Another is that they remind us of the intellectual life
that persisted in Myanmar prior to 1962. While the easy access to
English-language sources such as The Guardian magazine hid the
vibrant and far more left-wing Myanmar-language discourse of the
period, foreigners at least had one reliable window on the government,
the legal system, and many of the leading personalities that has been
closed since.

The book is not intended as a critical study of either Dr Maung
Maung’s political or judicial careers. That is an appropriate subject for
a larger and more analytical work, rooted in an appropriate historical
context. This book is to remind us of what one major Myanmar intellectual
was able to produce in a remarkably short period of time. The energy,
verve, and excitement that Dr Maung Maung manages to convey in
these writings should encourage others to emulate his example. His
patriotism guided him in his life and work but he did not allow his
patriotism to deaden his appreciation of history and the multiple
accidents and misunderstandings that make the prediction of the future
impossible and the remembrance of the past essential.



Preface xiii

Both prior to and after his premature death in 1992 at the age of
sixty-nine, Dr Maung Maung was widely criticized both in Myanmar
and abroad for his role in Myanmar’s governance after 1962. Some in
Yangon today become nearly apoplectic at the mere mention of his name.
But others, with perhaps fewer grudges to bear and a more understanding
view of human nature, and human fallibility, take a more sanguine and
understanding view. As one retired writer and journalist said to the author
in the course of an interview in Yangon on 19 January 2006,

Dr Maung Maung decided to work with U Ne Win mainly because he
thought he could do something for the country. A lot of people blame
him for helping U Ne Win. Many people who blame Dr Maung Maung
were former members of the party state as well. Some of them were
even corrupt. Dr Maung Maung was by no means a corrupt person.
His major problem was that he stood by U Ne Win even after he
knew that he could not do what he wanted to do freely. Here again,
the fact that Dr Maung Maung remained in the government until
1988 was not a bad thing for the country. He could not prevent the
government from doing some unlawful things. His involvement in the
party was bad for him. It was not bad for the country. He received all
the blame mainly because he remained in the party until 1988. If he
had resigned or retired before 1988, he would have been remembered
by the people differently.

At another point in our conversation, the same writer, who had also
joined BSPP in 1962 but was among those condemning it in 1988,
said,

The fact that Dr Maung Maung was helping U Ne Win was very good
for the country. He made sure that there was the rule of law in the
country. Thanks to him, the Revolutionary Council [which governed
until the 1974 socialist one party state constitution came into effect]
did not issue very many decrees.

May the essential lessons of Dr Maung Maung’s writings and career
not be forgotten.

Robert H. Taylor
Yangon
1 July 2006
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