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PREFACE  

This	volume	 is	 the	final	product	of	efforts	 to	 revisit	 familiar	 themes	and	
controvers�es that have played a cruc�al role �n shap�ng the way we v�ew rural 
development. We are �n deep grat�tude to all the colleagues and organ�sat�ons 
that have ass�sted us �n the d�fferent stages of the project. 

The �dea for th�s volume drew �nsp�rat�on from a SEARCA �n�t�at�ve 
�n 1979, wh�ch, �n cooperat�on w�th then Agr�cultural Development 
Counc�l (ADC) of New York (now W�nrock Internat�onal), resulted �n the 
publ�cat�on of a book ent�tled Risk, Uncertainty and Agricultural Development, 
featur�ng such respected authors as Hans B�nswanger, Jean-March Boussard, 
Robert Evenson, Dav�d Newberry, James Roumasset, Inderj�t S�ngh, and 
Joseph St�gl�tz, to name a few. Now, three decades and many global changes 
after, SEARCA has found �t t�mely and relevant to rev�s�t the�r v�ews of 
agr�cultural development v�s-à-v�s the current s�tuat�on �n the reg�on. 
The ma�n object�ve �s to draw up pol�cy lessons from the major �deas and 
paradigms	that	have	influenced	academic	and	policy	thinking	in	agricultural	
and rural development �n the past 30 years. 

SEARCA began formulat�ng the plan for a conference as early as the 
first	 quarter	 of	 2004,	 with	 the	 end	 goal	 of	 producing	 this	 book.	 It	 was	
dec�ded that the conference would mark the beg�nn�ng of the celebrat�on of 
SEARCA’s 40th Ann�versary �n November 2006. We sought the ass�stance 
of Emmanuel Esguerra �n draft�ng a concept paper for the conference. We 
are thankful to h�m for the �n�t�al d�scuss�ons and thoughts he shared w�th 
us toward th�s volume.

By br�ng�ng together an �nternat�onal group of acknowledged research 
scholars �n agr�cultural and rural development �n d�alogue w�th pol�cymakers 
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from the As�an reg�on, the conference, held �n November 2005, prov�ded 
a venue for art�culat�ng pol�cy opt�ons on emerg�ng development �ssues �n 
the reg�on. The d�scuss�ons focused on several themat�c and �ssue papers 
on agr�culture and rural development, food secur�ty, populat�on and 
env�ronment, �nst�tut�ons, and b�otechnology, among others. The papers 
presented were rev�sed accord�ngly, tak�ng �nto account the suggest�ons 
from the ed�tors and d�scussants. The result�ng volume attempts to �dent�fy 
the rural development challenges �n the next 10 years and draws up poss�ble 
d�rect�ons for future academ�c and pol�cy research. In add�t�on, a separate 
publ�cat�on, a monograph ent�tled Challenges and Priorities for Agricultural 
Research in the Next Decade, synthes�zes the �ssues ra�sed at the panel d�scuss�on 
among Mahfuzudd�n Ahmed, Taco Bottema, W�ll�am Dar, Mark Rosegrant, 
and Robert Ze�gler dur�ng the conference.

R�chard Day, �n h�s foreword �n the 1979 volume, sa�d that the volume 
“�s no doubt an �ntermed�ate product, for ev�dently much rema�ns to be done 
in	the	field	and	doubtless,	as	well,	the	present	works	will	stimulate	many	new	
�nvest�gat�ons �n what must surely be a most cruc�al branch of econom�c 
research.”	Certainly,	much	has	been	done	 in	 the	field	of	development,	 in	
part�cular, agr�cultural development. Nevertheless, the work �s a cont�nu�ng 
saga and �t w�ll rema�n to be as people, technology, and �nst�tut�ons cont�nue 
to evolve and propel development.

Spec�al thanks are �n order to all the book’s contr�butors: Jock Anderson, 
K.V. Anupama, P. Anand Babu, Ma. Cynth�a S. Bant�lan, Randolph Barker, 
Ian Coxhead, W�ll�am Dar, Deepth� Harkar, Yuj�ro Hayam�, Ke�j�ro 
Otsuka, R. Padmaja, Prabhu P�ngal�, Terr� Raney, Thomas Reardon, Mark 
Rosegrant, James Roumasset, C. Peter T�mmer, and D�na Umal�-De�n�nger, 
who contr�buted papers w�th only grat�s �n exchange. W�thout the�r support 
and enthus�asm, th�s volume would not have been poss�ble.

	We	are	also	grateful	for	the	financial	support	and	generosity	given	by	the	
follow�ng organ�zat�ons: AusAID Internat�onal Sem�nar Support Scheme 
(ISSS), Internat�onal Food Pol�cy Research Inst�tute (IFPRI), Internat�onal 
Crops Research Inst�tute for the Sem�-Ar�d Trop�cs (ICRISAT), Internat�onal 
R�ce Research Inst�tute (IRRI), Austral�a Department of Pr�mary Industr�es 
and	 Fisheries-Queensland	 Government	 (DPIF),	 Worldfish	 Center,	
Ph�l�pp�nes Department of Agr�culture – Bureau of Agr�cultural Research, 
and Lapanday Foods Corporat�on.
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D�scussants and other speakers at the November 2005 conference �n 
Makati	City,	Philippines	helped	enhance	the	quality	and	usefulness	of	the	
papers and th�s volume. A note of thanks to the follow�ng colleagues who 
part�c�pated �n th�s respect: Mahfuzudd�n Ahmed, Germel�no Baut�sta, 
Taco Bottema, Ramon Clarete, Cr�st�na Dav�d, Larry D�gal, Des�ree Hautea, 
Mahabub Hossa�n, El�seo Ponce, Agnes Rola, Sush�l Pandey, and Robert 
Ze�gler.

Our apprec�at�on also goes to the follow�ng �nd�v�duals who k�ndly 
fac�l�tated and cha�red sess�ons dur�ng the conference: N�comedes Br�ones, 
Rhoel Br�ones, Gel�a Cast�llo, Emmanuel Esguera, Arnold Garc�a, Em�l 
Jav�er, Ed�lberto de Jesus, T�rso Par�s, N�pon Poapongsakorn, and Noel 
Vock.

Th�s project could not have been poss�ble but for the concerted effort 
of the people at SEARCA, part�cularly the staff of the Research and 
Development Department managed by Arnulfo Garc�a. Majah-Leah Ravago 
and	 Jessaine	Soraya	Sugui	were	not	only	efficient	 assistants	but	 also	kind	
naggers, always demand�ng adherence to deadl�nes. Adm�n�strat�on and 
other log�st�cs were ably accompl�shed by Ruby Johnson. V�v�an Teresa M. 
Ledesma and the staff of the Knowledge Management Un�t headed by Lorna 
Mal�cs� worked under a t�ght deadl�ne to del�ver the conference program 
and	 in	 transforming	 the	manuscript	 to	 the	 final	 polished	 version	 of	 this	
volume. A number of people from all departments and un�ts of SEARCA 
ass�sted dur�ng the conference and �n var�ous stages of the project: Althea 
Aragon, Nel�a Belen, Ed�th Ced�col, Jaymark D�a, V�c Evan, Jess Fernandez, 
Susan Fernandez, Randy Foronda, Jolo Logon, Nyhr�a Rogel, Tot� Menorca, 
Sonny Tababa, L�ly Tallafer, Carol Tolent�no, and Wanah Velo. Collect�vely, 
they d�d a good job.

We thank our co-publ�sher, Inst�tute of Southeast As�an Stud�es (ISEAS) 
of S�ngapore, for �ts support to th�s project, part�cularly to K. Kesavapany, 
Ch�n K�n Wah, Tr�ena Ong, Tan K�m Keow, and Rah�lah Yusuf for the�r 
�nterest �n see�ng the volume through to �ts present form. 

Arsen�o M. Bal�sacan
Nobuh�ko Fuwa
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