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ISEAS Michael Leifer Memorial Prize

Congratulations to Chan Kwok Bun and Seet Chia Sing for having won the 2005
ISEAS Michael Leifer Memorial Prize for their article “Migrant Family Drama
Revisited: Mainland Chinese Immigrants in Singapore”, published in the October
2003 issue of the ISEAS journal SOJOURN: Journal of Social Issues in Southeast
Asia.

Dr Chan is Head and Professor, Department of Sociology, and Director, David
C. Lam Institute for East-West Studies, Hong Kong Baptist University, while
Dr Seet is Statistician, Singapore Department of Statistics, Government of
Singapore.

The prize worth S$3,000 is given once every two years to the best scholarly work
published in any of the three academic journals published by ISEAS. It was set
up to commemorate the late Professor Michael Leifer of the London School of
Economics whose works have represented the best of scholarship on Southeast
Asia.

About the article “Migrant Family Drama Revisited:
Mainland Chinese Immigrants in Singapore”

It unfolds the drama of mainland Chinese migrant families in Singapore in
terms of their gender and generation politics — the interpersonal as well as
role conflicts within the domestic domain as they were engendered and
negotiated during the migration process. The “better life” promise of
migration for each and every family member was scrutinized — each time
gazing at a different member in the context of his or her institutionalized
position in the family. As it happened, divided rather than common interests
emerged. Not all benefited from moving. Yet all were convinced of the family
having made “the right move”. The social construction of the family was
further strengthened by transnationalism, which reproduced the “reality” of
family solidarity through mundane everyday life activities acted out across
borders. But when internalized as a construct, an ideal, the family bonded
its members — thus its internal cohesiveness. It also bound and controlled
the self. Sure there were gains, but there were also losses, especially on the
part of the less powerful. Globalization and transnationalism have yet to fulfil
their promises.



Contemporary Southeast Asia is an internationally refereed journal that specializes
in the politics, international relations and security-related issues of Southeast Asia
and its wider geostrategic environment. Apart from serving as a reliable and up-to-
date source of information on various events and trends in regional politics,
international relations and security questions that affect Southeast Asia, CSEA
also publishes the results of original research on these subjects by both scholars
and other interested persons.

© 2005 ISEAS ISEAS Singapore is a member of
ISSN 0129-797X

The responsibility for facts and opinions presented in the contents of CSEA rests
exclusively with the individual authors. Their interpretations do not necessarily
reflect the views or the policy of the Editorial Committee, the International Advisory
Committee, or the sponsors of CSEA, or ISEAS.

Annual Subscription Rates for 2006
Individuals Institutions

(Print & electronic)
Asia/Japan/Aust/N.Z. US$44 US$70
Europe/North America/Africa/Mid. East US$54 US$85
Singapore/Malaysia/Brunei S$69 S$108

These annual rates include electronic delivery as well as the printed copy by air.
CSEA is published three times a year, in April, August and December. Subscription
orders and enquiries should be addressed to:

The Managing Editor
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, Pasir Panjang
Singapore 119614

Tel: 68702483, 68702474 Fax: 67756259
E-mail: pubsunit@iseas.edu.sg

Electronic Access

The contents page and abstracts of articles are available on-line at the ISEAS
Publications Unit website. Access is by user ID and password for individual
subscribers. Institutional subscribers are bound by terms and conditions. Electronic
Document Delivery service is also available to non-subscribers at S$10.90/US$6.40
per article. For more information, access http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

Back Issues

Electronic version: All back issues since 1979 are now available in digital form.
Single articles, single issues, or complete volumes may be purchased by writing to
publish@iseas.edu.sg.
Print version: Complete sets of back issues may be obtained from Schmidt Periodicals
GmbH, Orsteil Dettendorf, D-83075 Bad Feilnbach, Germany (Tel: 8064-221,
Fax: 8064-557).

Contemporary Southeast Asia (CSEA) is indexed in the International Bibliography
of Periodical Literature; International Bibliography of Book Reviews; Sage Public
Administration Abstracts; Historical Abstracts (ABC-CLIO); America: History and
Life (ABC-CLIO); PAIS International; Contents Pages on Asia (INSEAD); World
Affairs Online; International Political Science Abstracts; Ingenta; EBSCO Publishing;
Sociological Abstracts; ProQuest Information and Learning; Gale Group; and ISI
Emerging Markets.

Printed in Singapore by Seng Lee Press
Typeset in Singapore by Superskill Graphics Pte Ltd




