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ISEAS Publications, an established academic press, has issued more than
1,000 books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of research about
Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publications works with many other
academic and trade publishers and distributors to disseminate important research
and analyses from and about Southeast Asia to the rest of the world.



Masiah
Text Box
Reproduced from Nation-Building: Five Southeast Asian Histories edited by Wang Gungwu (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2005). This version was obtained electronically direct from the publisher on condition that copyright is not infringed. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. Individual articles are available at < http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg >

http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

History of Nation-Building Series

. ation- Building

Five Southeast fAsian Histories
g

\\

edited by

ARG GUnGLY

SUOSOU EAST ASIAN STUDIES
SSSSSSSSS



First published in Singapore in 2005 by
ISEAS Publications

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace

Pasir Panjang

Singapore 119614
<http://www.iseas.edu.sg/pub.html>

The series of Nation-Building Histories was made possible
with the generous support of the Lee Foundation, Singapore and the
Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for International Scholarly Exchange, Taipei.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the Institute

of Southeast Asian Studies.

© 2005 Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore
The responsibility for facts and opinions in this publication rests exclusively

with the authors and their interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views
or the policy of the Institute or its supports.

ISEAS Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Nation-Building: five Southeast Asian histories / edited by Wang Gungwu.
1. Asia, Southeastern—History—1945—
2. Asia, Southeastern—Historiography.
1. Wang, Gungwu, 1930-

DS526.7 S725 2005

ISBN 981-230-317-0 (soft cover)
ISBN 981-230-320-0 (hard cover)

Typeset by Superskill Graphics Pte Ltd
Printed in Singapore by Oxford Graphic Printers Pte Ltd



Contents

Preface by Wang Gungwu

The Contributors

Chapter One

Chapter Two

Chapter Three

Chapter Four

Chapter Five

Chapter Six

Chapter Seven

Chapter Eight

Contemporary and National History:
A Double Challenge
Wang Gungwu

Nation and State in Histories of Nation-Building,
with Special Reference to Thailand
Craig J. Reynolds

Rethinking History and “Nation-Building”
in the Philippines
Caroline S. Hau

Writing the History of Independent Indonesia
Anthony Reid

Ethnicity in the Making of Malaysia
Cheah Boon Kheng

Historians Writing Nations: Malaysian Contests
Anthony Milner

Writing Malaysia’s Contemporary History
Lee Kam Hing

Forging Malaysia and Singapore: Colonialism,
Decolonization and Nation-Building
Tony Stockwell

vii

iX

21

39

69

91

117

163

191



vi e Contemporary Nations: Five Southast Asian Histories

Chapter Nine ~ Nation-Building and the Singapore Story: 221
Some Issues in the Study of Contemporary
Singapore History
Albert Lau

Chapter Ten Nation and Heritage 251
Wang Gungwu

Index 279

vi



Preface

The essays in this volume are the product of a conference organized in
Singapore by the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in September 2002:
“Nation-building Histories: Thailand, Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore”. Altogether sixteen scholars were invited to take part in a two-
day meeting that focused on these five countries, the founder members of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). One volume, that on
Malaysia by Cheah Boon Kheng, had already been published. Some of the
draft chapters of the other four volumes were circulated for the discussants
to read and offer comments. All the participants were invited to write up
their thoughts, either on the work they had already done or read, or on the
general problems of writing nation-building histories, especially of countries
recently committed to the tasks of nation-building and issues of writing
contemporary history in Southeast Asia. In the end, Cheah Boon Kheng and
seven of the discussants agreed to reflect on the questions that the conference
had raised. As editor, I included an essay on “Nation and Heritage” I had
published earlier and wrote an introduction to place on record some of the
broader issues that the whole exercise had helped to illuminate.

After the conference, I had summarized those questions that attracted
most comments as follows: When does nation-building begin and how does
it fit into the writing of contemporary history? How should historians treat
the earlier pasts of each country and the nationalism that guided the nation-
building task? Where did political culture come in, especially when dealing
with modern challenges of class, secularism and ethnicity? What part does
external or regional pressure play when the nations are still being built?
When archival sources are not available, how should narrative, social science
analyses and personal experience be handled? Each of the ten essays in this
volume includes efforts to pose such questions with reference to one of the
five countries. It is hoped that their efforts will stimulate interest in the
writing of similar histories for the other five members of ASEAN as well as
arouse interest in an emerging regional consciousness that will be more
than the sum of the ten national experiences themselves.

15 May 2005 Wang Gungwu

East Asian Institute
National University of Singapore
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