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MICHAEL LEIFER
Memorial Prize

for the best article published in
•  ASEAN Economic Bulletin

•  Contemporary Southeast Asia
•  Sojourn: Social Issues in Southeast Asia

The Michael Leifer Memorial Prize is awarded by the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
(ISEAS) in memory of the late Michael Leifer (1933–2001), Professor Emeritus in International
Relations at the London School of Economics and Political Science and the founding Director
of the School’s Asia Research Centre.

Professor Leifer has rightly been described as the doyen of Southeast Asian Studies. He
wrote and edited over 20 books and published over 150 scholarly articles on the
international relations and domestic politics of Southeast Asia. His analysis of contemporary
regional developments reached a worldwide audience through his regular broadcasts over
the BBC. At the LSE he nurtured a generation of Southeast Asianists from all over the
world, most significantly from Southeast Asia itself. Many of them became prominent in
academe, think-tanks, media and government. His encyclopaedic knowledge of the region
was  masterfully displayed in his Dictionary of the Modern Politics of Southeast Asia, which
has gone through three editions. During one of his sojourns at ISEAS he brought his editorial
skills to bear on the speedy publication of David Marshall’s Letters from Mao’s China.
Professor Leifer’s last book, Singapore’s Foreign Policy: Coping with Vulnerabilities, remains
an -unrivalled study on Singapore, the place that was his first steppingstone in a lifetime
of academic journeying into Southeast Asian Studies.

Professor Leifer first visited Singapore in 1963 as a young lecturer from the University
of Adelaide. During a professional life spanning nearly 40 years he paid numerous visits to
Singapore where his considered views and analysis were much sought after by academics,
the media and policy-makers alike. Appointed Senior Professorial Fellow at ISEAS between
1995 and 1997, he made many valuable contributions to the work of the Institute. He also
served on the international advisory committee for Contemporary Southeast Asia, a major
journal of ISEAS.

In recognition of Professor Leifer’s valuable contributions to scholarship in Southeast
Asian Studies and the unstinting encouragement he gave to aspiring young scholars in
the field, ISEAS is instituting the Michael Leifer Memorial Prize. An award of S$3,000 will
be given biennially for the best article published in one of ISEAS’ three journals namely,
the ASEAN Economic Bulletin, Contemporary Southeast Asia and Sojourn: Social Issues in
Southeast Asia. A Prize Committee, made up of the editors of the three journals, eminent
scholars, and the Director of ISEAS, will be tasked with selecting the article on the basis of
its analytical rigour, conceptual clarity and soundness, and general contribution to
Southeast Asian scholarship.

The first prize will be awarded in 2005 based on articles published in 2003 and 2004.
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The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an autonomous organization in
1968. It is a regional research centre for scholars and other specialists concerned with modern Southeast
Asia, particularly the many-faceted problems of stability and security, economic development, and political
and social change.

The Institute’s research programmes are the Regional Economic Studies (RES, including ASEAN and
APEC), Regional Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social and Cultural Studies (RSCS).

The Institute is governed by a twenty-two-member Board of Trustees comprising nominees from the
Singapore Government, the National University of Singapore, the various Chambers of Commerce, and
professional and civic organizations. An Executive Committee oversees day-to-day operations; it is chaired
by the Director, the Institute’s chief academic and administrative officer.

SUBMISSIONS

Submissions of articles to ASEAN Economic Bulletin are welcome. We particularly encourage article submissions from
young professionals, including those who have recently completed their Ph.D. or are at an advanced stage in their
doctoral research.

Articles should be of contemporary economic interest and have clear policy relevance. They should be pertinent to the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) or its member countries. Each article should be between 3,000 and
6,000 words in length. Articles should also be of an acceptable standard of English (i.e., they should be clear and
comprehensible). The broad format should be scholarly, but tables, figures, citations, footnotes, and quotations should
be kept to a minimum level essential for the analysis or descriptions intended. Articles must be accompanied by an
abstract of approximately 100 words.

Articles submitted to the journal should be original contributions and should not be under consideration by any other
publication. They are subject to external blind refereeing. Electronic submissions are preferred and should be sent as an
e-mail attachment to: aeb@iseas.edu.sg. Alternatively, articles can be sent by post, in duplicate, together with a soft
copy in a diskette to:

The Co-editors
ASEAN Economic Bulletin
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace,
Pasir Panjang
Singapore 119614

For more information, please contact the Co-editors at e-mail: aeb@iseas.edu.sg




