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OBITUARY

Professor Kernial S. Sandhu
1929-1992

I first met Professor Kernial S. Sandhu in 1979
when 1 was working as'a consultant for the Ford

1 still reniember our first meeting vividly. My
first impression of Professor Sandhu — or simply

and this was a big but, the programme had 1o
be designed in his own way, and was not to
be imposed on the Institute by an outside organ-

appreciated the Foundation’s financial input, but

wanted ISEAS to have a free hand in conducting
the research itself. As | learned later, this was
Prof.’s typical attitude in dealing with all funding
agencies.

enough to recommend to the Ford Foundation that
the grant be given to the Institute to set up an
the ASEAN economies. This recommendation
was accepted by the Foundation, and this was how
the ASEAN Economic Research Unit (AERU)

As it was difficult to find a coordinator for
AERU at the beginning 1 became the acting co-
to Singapore twice a month. This was how 1 came
to work closely with Prof. We were also fortunate
at that time that the Konrad Adenauer Foundation
(KAF) agreed to help us with the research
programme on ASEAN and the European Com-
munity. The KAF grant allowed us to invite
Professor Chris Rieger to work with us at AERU.
So, at the initial stage, it was Prof., Professor
Rieger and myself who helped develop AERU,
an arrangement which went on for a few years.

Prof. was a historical geographer by training.
He understood ecconomies well enough, but his

economics was not only a matter of market forces,
it was also of institutions and personalities. This
was especially the case with respect to regional
economic co-operation, such as ASEAN and
APEC. I am happy to admit that 1 learned a great
deal of this dimension of economics from Prof.
After AERU was established in 1979, Prof. and
I worked closely together to build it into a pre-
mier research unit on the ASEAN economies. Our
roles complemented each other very well. Both of
us would develop ideas of what should be done; 1
then helped develop the methodology and Prof.
would sec 1o it that the project was implemented,



and its research m&ﬁﬁiﬁ ;mﬁh&iz&é and éﬁ%ﬁﬁ*

seminars where, together with other ;ﬁarf;m;}a:m, «

we would discuss our ideas and research resulls
Throughout the process Prof. was always an
active participant, intellectually as well as so-
cially, Becaunse of his multidisciplinary approach
to the issues under investigation, our research
resuits became more practical in their discussions
of policy implications and recommendations.

As a scholar Prof was a very colouriul person,
as reflected by his comments at our meetings and
seminars. He would point out the politics of the
issues under investigation, and was usually not
short for words!

Prof 's vision of Southeast Asia was that ol a
respectable region of the world economic com-
munity. He wanted Southeast Asia fo have rela-
tionships with all repions of the world, and he
was willing to go everywhere to establish zﬁs
research relationships.

Prof.’s commitment to ASEAN, gazi o i%z% rest

of Southeast Asia were unquestionable. Although
he was eritical of the repion, his approach was
constructive and he never bad-mouthed the
region. The achievements of peace and stability in
the region was regarded by Prof as the ultimate
_ poal, and he would give the highest credit to any
efforts that would contribute towards this end.
Thus, ASEAN as an institution was always highly
regarded by Prof. Always aware that it was
important to keep the ASEAN members talking
fo each other Prof initiated a series of ASEAN
Roundtable x}ismssiﬁax ”ﬁg&igae{i m serve iizi&
programmes on politics and security was aiso
intended to promote peace and stability in the
region. No one has any doubis that the knowledge
people have pgained from participating in the
Institute's activities and from reading its publica-
ﬁm b&?a eeﬁttiﬁ@m& a gwﬁ; ésai to the mﬁ”ér»

aﬁoix:. The Eﬁ&iﬁgm s seminars were always

_ perfectly organized and the projects duly com-

e, despite the fact thar many seminars and
projects were usually organized concurrently.
Prof. would work tirelessly. On one occasion
when we were working on the ASEAN.US.
Initiative project, he staved up until dawn to

finish a draft needed for the following morning’s

discussion.

~ Prof. was the best research partner in my aca-
demic career. But to me he was much more than
a research partner. H: was a real %eg{i who was
future. If Prof. and I had no opportunity to meet,
we would talk on the telephone. His advice on
what 1 was doing or what I should do concerning
mﬁf im@i?eme‘ﬁt in wki:iﬁz or my tﬁaz;gﬁa of

in the decisions | mxhw‘:;%ﬁﬁ? madé. In
ircle of friends in Southeast Asia and the
ﬁm‘sWs, Prof. was always the one who con-
tinuously kept in touch with all of us. By this
means he must be credited for having helped build
up a Southeast Asian research community. Be-
cause of his efforts, many of us, such as Associate

sor Chia Siow Yue, Professor Mohamed
ﬁmﬁ Prolessor ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁt}i}ﬁéﬁ Sadli and Professor

B%W Prof. has gﬁge&szf%mmm very dear
fﬁ% our Southeast &sxm research family and

,,,,,,

and the region has lost a truly devoted son. Most
certainly this loss is a major setback to the

rocess of research development on and in South-
cast Asia. I know it will take us time to regain the
momentum he had created. But knowing Prof, he
would surely want us to continue.

_These days, during my engagements on
ASBAN and the Asia-Pacific, Prof is constantly
in my thoughts for [ know that if he were still
xi’i% 1 szié i;c mfﬁﬁg iﬁm on &iﬁiﬁ“&a& tasks.

General Finance and Sgt:mfi?x (o ld
Banpkok Thailand



	
	
	
	
	



