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OTHER BOOKS IN THIS SERIES

Volume 2: THE ROLE OF GOVERNANCE  IN ASIA

This volume investigates the “missing link”, the complicated realities of
the relations between governance and development through case studies
of ASEAN countries. Its main objective is to explore a theoretical
framework to overcoming the limitations of mainstream approaches by
employing case studies on decentralization, crisis management, corporate
governance and foreign aid management of both public and private
entities.

From the beginning of the 1990s onwards, the international aid
community has increasingly stressed that “good governance”, together
with democracy and protection of basic human rights, is indispensable
for sustainable economic development. The terms, however, are complex,
broad, and arguable. They largely refer to discipline of government
institutions and the capacity of the public sector.

While a wide variety of empirical studies has been done on the relations
between good governance and development, it is still unclear how the
differences in governance influence development performance in a real
world.

VOLUME 3: REGIONAL CO-OPERATION IN ASIA

As ASEAN Vision 2020 proclaims, the members of ASEAN have achieved
remarkable success in economic growth, stability and poverty reduction,
over the past decades. There are, however, still diverse debates as to
the factors which contributed to the success, with no conclusive
assessment.

Regional Co-operation in Asia reviews the domestic reforms effectively
introduced by ASEAN members after the 1997 financial crisis and what
could be done to accelerate such reforms. With the entry of the 4 new
members into ASEAN, possible measures to strengthen both intra- and
extra-ASEAN regional cooperation frameworks are sought so that the 10
ASEAN members can make a smooth economic and social transformation
to tackle globalization and accommodate the two highly competitive
giant economies, China and India.

The study also seeks to identify what could be the role of Japan in
promoting its economic relations with the ASEAN-10 under the
ongoing framework of the WTO and the ASEAN-Plus-Three in the light
of the current trend towards greater regionalism in Europe and the
Americas.
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