A must-read for scholars, journalists and students that untangles the
politics of the first half of Marcos Jr.’s administration and his very public
feud with Vice President (and daughter of his predecessor) Sara Duterte
by two top scholars, Calimbahin and Dressel, along with distinguished
co-contributors. The book offers a comprehensive analysis of dynastic
infighting, structural problems (e.g., weak institutions, poverty, inequality,
climate change), Muslim regional autonomy, a huge flood-control scandal
and fraught foreign policy.

Professor Mark R. Thompson
Department of Public and International Affairs
City University of Hong Kong

This critical assessment of the first three years of the Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
presidency cuts to the heart of the contemporary Philippine predicament:
the aggressive consolidation of dynastic power within a framework of
weakened political institutions. Editors Cleo Anne A. Calimbahin and
Bjorn Dressel assemble a premier group of scholars to examine the internal
mechanics of a “patronage democracy”. It reveals a landscape where
the durability of democratic institutions is constantly tested by systemic
corruption, historical distortion and the deep-seated influence of political
dynasties. For anyone following the trajectory of Philippine politics,
economics and society, this book is an essential guide to the enduring
patterns and evolving tensions of a nation in transition.

Professor Yuko Kasuya
Waseda University
President, International Political Science Association
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The Marcos Jr. administration has spearheaded significant policy shifts,
particularly in foreign policy, with a renewed focus on alliances with
Western partners, a more assertive stance on territorial disputes in the
West Philippine/South China Sea, and efforts to attract international
investment in sectors such as mining, green energy and infrastructure.
Domestic affairs, however, have received less attention, even in areas
like agriculture, which was initially a priority for the administration.
While policy reforms, including constitutional revisions, are regularly
discussed, they are often overshadowed by political jockeying. Most
notably, the crucial inter-clan alliance that propelled President Marcos
and Vice President Sara Duterte to victory in the 2022 presidential election
has unravelled well ahead of the 2025 midterm elections.

It is in this context, at the halfway point of the presidential term,
that this volume seeks to answer several key questions: What are the
major political, economic and social developments under the current
administration? Why has there been policy progress in some areas
but not others, and how successful have these policies been? To what
extent have policy initiatives been hindered by the lack of fundamental
governance reforms?

This volume focuses on five critical areas: political, economic
and social updates; memory, community and activism; the changing
nature of oligarchic politics; economic resilience; and new issues
and critical challenges ahead. Moving beyond the widely publicized
emphasis on foreign policy, the chapters in this collection examine the
internal dynamics of Philippine politics—tracking developments across



Acknowledgements xi

political, social and economic arenas to illustrate both continuities
and discontinuities in policies and governance under the Marcos
Jr. administration. By highlighting the broader context of dynastic
entrenchment and intensifying intra-elite competition—exemplified by the
escalating tensions and eventual public rupture between President Marcos
Jr. and Vice President Sara Duterte—this volume seeks to contribute to a
more nuanced understanding of domestic governance under Marcos Jr.
and of the enduring patterns and evolving tensions within the country’s
patronage democracy.
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