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Chapter 1
1. Raja’s private notebook, author’s collection. This entry was probably written

in 1990, when he was 75.
2. While Raja’s mother was known as Annammah to her family and other

relatives, her official name, as recorded on Raja’s birth certificate, was
Annappillai d/o Nagalingam.

3. Ang Swee Suan, ed., Dialogues with S. Rajaratnam (Singapore: Shin Min
Daily News, 1991).

4. The Straits Times, “Where Tigers Used to Roam”, 6 December 1992.
5. For background and history of the rubber industry in Malaya, see John H.

Drabble, Malayan Rubber: The Interwar Years (Houndmills, Basingstoke,
Hampshire: Macmillan Academic and Professional, 1991); Peter Tamas
Bauer, The Rubber Industry: A Study in Competition and Monopoly
(Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1948); and James C.
Jackson, Planters and Speculators; Chinese and European Agricultural
Enterprises in Malaya, 1786–1921 (Kuala Lumpur: University of Malaya
Press, 1968).

6. Given the complicated relations arising from the pattern of intermarriage,
“uncle” was used commonly as a term of address for older male relatives,
and “auntie” for female ones.

7. Rajakrishnan Ramasamy. Sojourners to Citizens, Sri Lankan Tamils in
Malaysia, 1885–1965 (Kuala Lumpur: R. Rajakrishnan), p. 96.

8. Speech on 17 August 1975, at the dance debut of Roshni Pillay Kesavan, a
relative in Singapore. He said there was no contradiction in being both a
Tamil and a Singaporean. Tamils such as Roshni would feel a stranger in
India or Ceylon, but she is a Tamil and became one by learning its cultural
art forms rooted in Hinduism.

9. Indian Writing, Vol. 1, August 1941.
10. The next important milestone was the acquisition of Singapore in 1819 to

establish a second fortified trading post for the East India Company.
11. Asia, “The Changing Malay People”, August 1942.
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Chapter 2
1. Unfinished article, “Straight From the Heart”, 1991, private papers, author’s

collection.
2. Chan Heng Chee and Obaid ul Haq, eds., The Prophetic and the Political

(Singapore: Graham Brash, 1987), p. 481.
3. “My Days at St Paul’s”, Pauline Magazine of St. Paul’s Institution, 1993.
4. Ibid.
5. Speech at the official opening of the National Library, 12 November

1960.
6. Interview with Yong Nyuk Lin, 31 August 2005.
7. Singapore’s official biography put the date as 1937, but records obtained

from King’s College showed that he entered the college in October 1935.
This was confirmed by his name on the passenger list of the ship, the
Rawalpindi, in 1935.

8. Interview with C. Sivapragasapillai, 8 September 2006. Many years later,
when Raja earned a more stable salary, he would support Siva’s daughter
through her university education in India. She was not the only one —
throughout his adult life, he would help to fund the further education of
various relatives.

Chapter 3
1. Rajah, who was seven years older, was also a Seremban boy who had studied

in St Paul’s in Seremban and Raffles Institution in Singapore before heading
off to Britain for his law degree in 1929. His law studies were disrupted by
the Great Depression in 1932 during which his family called him back to
Malaya. He returned to Oxford in 1937 to complete his studies, which he
did in 1939.

2. Interview with V. Kanda Pillay, 9 January 2007.
3. Victor Gollancz, who ran the Left Book Club with John Strachey and Laski,

stated that the club’s aim was to help “in the terribly urgent struggle for
World Peace and against fascism by giving to all who are determined to play
their part in this struggle such knowledge as will immensely increase their
efficiency”. He argued for a peace alliance with Russia as the best means to
avert war.

4. Chan Heng Chee and Obaid ul Haq, eds., The Prophetic and the Political
(Singapore: Graham Brash, 1987), p. 481.

5. Speech at the official opening of the National Library, 12 November
1960.
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6. They include The Problem of Philosophy (1932), History of Western Philosophy
(1948), Authority and the Individual (1949), Mysticism and Logic and Other
Essays (1953), An Inquiry into Meaning and Truth (1962), and My
Philosophical Development (1975).

7. Speech at the launch of the book, Singapore Eurasians: Memories and Hopes,
18 July 1992.

8. Ibid.
9. He described this experience in his column in Malaya Tribune, published

on 5 August 1947. In that article, “Europe over Asia”, he argued that Asia’s
impulse for freedom must be understood by Europe, and criticised
Europeans for their sense of superiority over Asians.

10. His birth name was Malcolm Ivan Meredith Nurse. It was widespread
practice at the time for communist activists to adopt alternative names. In
his political capacity, he used the name George Padmore.

11. The Malayan Forum, an anti-colonial group set up by Malayan students in
London, such as Lee Kuan Yew and Toh Chin Chye, was formed only after
the Second World War.

12. SPF Police Intelligence Journal, No. 3/1955, March 1955.
13. The Straits Times, 6 December 1992.
14. Padmore knew Krishna Menon of the India League well and, like Raja, was

also embraced by the Indian nationalists in London in their activities. As a
Marxist at the time, however, Padmore pointed out their limitations and of
the Indian National movement, which was under the dominant influence
of the Indian bourgeoisie.

15. Padmore believed that the communist struggle would involve a double
revolution: first was a racial revolution aimed at white imperialists, during
which the Communist Party would collaborate with the local national
bourgeoisie; the second was a class-based one after the local rulers had been
put in power. For a good account, read James R. Hooker, Black Revolutionary:
George Padmore’s Path from Communism to Pan-Africanism (New York:
Praeger, 1967).

16. He established the International African Service Bureau that connected
Caribbean political activists, trade unionists, and intellectuals with their
African counterparts. He started the journal The International African Opinion.
His ideas of Pan-Africanism influenced many of the African leaders who
subsequently came to power after the war — Nkrumah, Kenyatta, Nyerere.
Padmore died in September 1959, without realising his ideal of Pan-Africanism.

17. George Padmore, Pan-Africanism or Communism? The Coming Struggle for
Africa (London, Dobson,1956).
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18. Fenner Brockway, a journalist-turned -politician, later chaired the Movement
for Colonial Freedom.

19. Among Lenin’s labyrinthine works that Raja had studied carefully was New
Data for V.I. Lenin’s Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism, which he
obtained in April 1939. Over his lifetime, he would collect at least 13 books
on Lenin.

20. Lim was president of the Malayan Chinese Association briefly in 1958.
Because of severe political differences, he then left MCA to form the United
Democratic Party in 1962, and subsequently, Gerakan, in 1968.

21. Interview with Lim Chong Eu, 6 July 2005. Raja was also interacting with
Lim’s sister, Lim Siew Lan, who was studying at the London School of
Economics at the time.

22. Speech at the centenary celebration of the Maghain Aboth Synagogue,
9 April 1978.

Chapter 4
1. Report by A.H. Borthwick, first secretary, Australian Commission in

Singapore, to Canberra. 12 June 1959. NAS file no. 3024/2/10 Part 2.
2. Interview with Kiss Istvan, 8 September 2005.
3. King’s College records.
4. Ang Swee Suan, ed., Dialogues with S. Rajaratnam (Singapore: Shin Min

Daily News, 1991).
5. Ibid.
6. SPF Police Intelligence Journal, No. 3/1955, March 1955.
7. Letter from Jal Dubash to Piroska, 26 June 1989, S. Rajaratnam Papers,

ISEAS.

Chapter 5
1. Indian Writing, Vol. 1, No. 4, 1941, pp. 211–16.
2. Forster, Edward Morgan, Mary Lago, Linda K. Hughes, Elizabeth MacLeod

Walls, P. N. (FRW) Furbank. The BBC Talks of E. M. Forster, 1929–1960:
A Selected Edition (Columbia, MO: University of Missouri Press, 2008).

3. At the proof stage, Raja’s story was apparently named “A Practical Joke”, but
it was changed to “The Famine” for publication.

4. Life and Letters and the London Mercury, 1941. These two stories were also
later reprinted in Life and Letters Today, Vol. 32, No. 55, March 1942.

5. Reginald, Moore, ed. Modern Reading, No. 5, 1942. According to current
Singapore literary history, “The Tiger” was first published in the Span,
edited by L. Wigmore in Melbourne in 1958 (Edwin Thumboo, ed. The
Fiction of Singapore, Vol. 2, p. 525). This is incorrect.
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6. Central Office of Information, London. Mirror, Vol. 1, No. 6, 1948.
7. First published in Life and Letters and the London Mercury, Robert Herring,

ed., Life and Letters Today, Vol. 32, No. 55.
8. Hiram, Haydn, and John Cournos, eds. A World of Great Stories: 115 Stories,

the Best of Modern Literature (New York: Crown, 1947).
9. Sylvia, Tankel, ed., Short Story International, Vol. 14, No. 79, April 1990

(New York: International Cultural Exchange, 1990).
10. The Spectator, 26 September 1947, p. 410.
11. “Famine”, “The Locusts”, “What Has To Be”.
12. The Malayan Times, “Rajaratnam, His Land & Rural Folk Themes”, 6 May

1962.
13. More recently, academic Philip Holden discussed some of Raja’s stories in

terms of laying the foundations for a “national imaginary”. The Journal of
Commonwealth Literature, Vol. 41, No. 1 (2006). “Rajaratnam’s Tiger: Race,
Gender and the Beginnings of Singapore Nationalism.”

14. Denys Val Baker, ed., Modern International Short Stories, 1947. Raja’s “The
Terrorist” was the first of eight stories from writers all over the world
featured in this edition. It was the only one categorised under “India”.

15. There was some confusion among several scholars when Nigerian poet
Christopher Okigbo, a founding figure in modern literature in Africa,
acknowledged a certain Raja Ratnam and his story “At Eight-fifteen in the
Morning” in the introduction of his collection of poems first published in
1963. An essay in the journal Research in African Literatures (Vol. 35, No. 3,
Fall 2004) speculated that it was Singapore’s Raja, but confessed that that
specific short story could not be traced. The scholar was mistaken. It was
another man, a T.K. Raja Ratnam. who wrote “At Eight Fifteen in the
Morning” which was published in United Asia: International Magazine of
Afro-Asian Affairs in 1961.

16. The Tribune, 19 July 1946, p. 9. Also quoted in Tribune 40: The First Forty
Years of a Socialist Newspaper (London and New York: Quartet Books,
1977).

17. K.M. Shrivastava, News Agencies from Pigeon to Internet (New Delhi: New
Dawn Press, 2007).

18. The Ceylonese Trotskyists founded the modern labour movement and set
up the Lanka Sama Samaja Party in Ceylon.

19. Special Branch files.
20. All along in his concept of “Malaya”, Singapore was in it.
21. Speech at pre-U seminar at the National Junior College, 18 June 1984.
22. The Malayan Union was formally inaugurated on 1 April 1946, with

Singapore starting its existence as a separate British colony. Taken aback by
the strong Malay protests, the British scrapped the scheme barely three
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months later and began negotiations with UMNO leaders in June 1946 to
find an acceptable solution to the objections to the Malayan Union. The
outcome of these negotiations was the signing of the Federation of Malaya
Agreement in 1948.

23. Lim Hong Bee and Wu Tian Wang were the prime movers in forming
MDU, which was fronted by Philip Hoalim Sr., a lawyer, who became its
chairman. See Philip Hoalim Sr., The Malayan Democratic Union: Singapore’s
First Democratic Political Party (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies, 1973).

Chapter 6
1. Interview with Vijayalakshimi Thambiah (or Mrs Seevaratnam), 2 October

2004.
2. Interview with Senathyrajah Kanagasabai, 17 June 2006.
3. Private article by Dennis Bloodworth, dated 5 November 1983, sent to the

author.
4. As Hong Bee did not finish his law studies, he returned to London in 1947

to continue them. However, in London, he threw himself into his new
duties as the representative of Putera-AMCJA and turned into a communist
intellectual, writing for the British Communist Party. He then abandoned
his studies altogether.

5. S. Rajaratnam, Oral History, NAS.
6. Eu Chooi Yip, Oral History, NAS.
7. Ibid. Chooi Yip’s own account also contradicted another urban myth

perpetuated in various news reports — that he never rode a rickshaw on
principle.

8. Malaya Tribune, 9 May 1947
9. Malaya Tribune, 16 May 1947.

10. Malaya Tribune, 29 May 1947.
11. Interview with Cecilia Tandoc, 4 October 2005. Cecilia served Raja and

Piroska as their domestic help from May 1985 until both passed away.
12. Interview with Tommy Koh, 12 June 2006.
13. Interview with Dennis Bloodworth, 12 February 2005.
14. Raja evoked these vivid images of life in early Singapore in his speech at the

pre-university seminar, “Birth of a Nation: Singapore in the 1950s”, 18 June
1984.

15. Kean Chye left for Christ College in 1935, while Hong Bee went there in
1937.

16. Philip Hoalim Sr., The Malayan Democratic Union, Singapore’s First
Democratic Political Party, 1973. Lim Kean Chye was Hoalim’s nephew.
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17. Ang Swee Suan, ed., Dialogues with S. Rajaratnam, p. 238.
18. Chin Peng, My Side of the Story, p. 279.
19. Goh’s wife, Alice, then worked at MDU’s Cooperative Store, located above

the Liberty Cabaret. That provided another reason for Goh to drop by the
cabaret and talk politics with the MDU leaders over beer.

20. Ang Swee Suan, ed., Dialogues with S. Rajaratnam, p. 239.
21. Ibid., p. 233.
22. In Raja’s mind, Malaya included Singapore.
23. Report by A.H. Borthwick, first secretary, Australian Commission in

Singapore, to the Department of External Affairs, Canberra. 12 June 1959,
NAS.

24. In June 1948, laws were introduced to require federation of unions to be
confined to unions catering for workers in similar occupations or industries,
and for officials of union, except for the secretary, to have had 3 years’
experience in the industry of their union.

25. Interview with Samad Ismail, 3 September 2005.
26. In August 1947, the PMCJA changed its name to the All-Malaya Council of

Joint Action (AMCJA) — the Chinese Chambers objected to “Pan-Malayan”
as it suggested communist domination, while the Malayan Nationalist Party
objected to “Malayan” as it was often used by Malays to refer to only non-
Malays.

27. Malaya Tribune, 19 July 1947.
28. In another piece on China a year later, headlined “Deeds, not Dollars, will

Save China”, dated 16 July 1948, Raja pointed out that the Nationalists faced
two foes — the Communists and rising inflation. “The inflation has
succeeded in ‘proletarianising’ large sections of the Chinese who have now
nothing to fear from the Communists.” His warning: The Nationalists must
carry out reforms and curb profiteering and graft — if they dither, “they
will be handing the future of China into Communist hands in the long
run”.

29. Exports of Malaya’s two greatest raw materials — rubber and tin — depended
heavily on the fluctuating American market and provided the sterling area
with its greatest source of dollar earnings.

30. Malaya Tribune, 10 July 1947.
31. Malaya Tribune, 26 July 1947.
32. Ibid.
33. Malaya Tribune, 30 August 1947.
34. Malaya Tribune, 27 September 1948.
35. In the face of international pressure, the Dutch formally recognised

Indonesian independence in December 1949.
36. Chin Peng, My Side of History, p. 155.
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37. Ibid., p.199.
38. Malaya Tribune, 26 April 1949.
39. Malaya Tribune, 16 August 1947.
40. Malaya Tribune, 9 November 1948.
41. The colonial government invited the British authors over to Malaya for two

months to do research for the report.
42. MSS Political Intelligence Journal, No. 3/48, 15 February 1948.
43. The Business Times, 6 October 1988.
44. Ang Swee Suan, ed., Dialogues with S. Rajaratnam, p. 6.
45. As told by his son, Ananda Pereira, in an interview, 26 March 2009.
46. Alex Josey, Oral History, NAS.
47. David Marshall, Oral History, NAS.
48. Ibid.
49. In 1952, Han Suyin married Leon F. Comber, a British officer in the Malayan

Special Branch, and moved with him to Johore, Malaya.
50. Emily Hahn, who wrote for The New Yorker, was based in New York. She

also wrote Raffles of Singapore, a biography of Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles
(1946).

51. David Marshall’s diary, 8 August 1963, ISEAS.
52. Ibid.
53. Alex Josey, Oral History, NAS.
54. Letter from assistant managing editor, Lim Keng Hor, to Raja, dated

24 February 1948. The increases were paid retrospectively.
55. MSS Political Intelligence Journal, No. 3/48, 15 February 1948.
56. Also known as the Singapore Tiger Standard.

Chapter 7
1. Raja’s private papers, author’s collection.
2. The rent was $175 for the house and $25 for the furniture.
3. Raja’s private papers, author’s collection.
4. The communists attacked rubber plantations, factories and warehouses as

most were owned by Europeans, a sign of colonial power. In 1950, Malaya’s
rubber and tin mining industries were the biggest dollar earners in the
British Commonwealth. Rubber accounted for 75 per cent of Malaya’s
income.

5. Singapore Standard, 29 July 1950.
6. Singapore Standard, 5 December 1950.
7. Singapore Standard, 15 December 1950.
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10. Kean Chye fled to China.
11. S. Rajaratnam, Oral History, NAS.
12. In his Oral History, Chooi Yip recalled that the maid had coincidentally
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his re-entry.
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16. Dennis Bloodworth,  “Sinnathamby Rajaratnam: An appreciation by Dennis

Bloodworth”, 5 November 1983.
17. Interview with Samad Ismail, 3 September 2005.
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19. SPF Police Intelligence Journal, No. 3/1955, March 1955.
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by the governments in Singapore and Kuala Lumpur.
21. SPF Police Intelligence Journal, No. 3/1955, March 1955.
22. Singapore Standard, 28 March 1952.
23. Ang Swee Suan, ed., Dialogues with S. Rajaratnam, p. 40.
24. In this column, headlined “Who Are These Wicked Men of Hatred!”, a

defiant Raja called on Templer to declare who were the “wicked men”
whom he had referred to in a speech at the Legislative Council. Templer had
warned of wicked men who fostered hatred against the colonial powers.
Raja asked him to clarify if these included people opposed to the official
line on the question of Malayan independence.

25. While Raja might disagree with some of Templer’s methods and views, he
later credited the general for his effective and decisive moves that eventually
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26. Written communication with James Fu, 11 April 2008.
27. SPF Police Intelligence Journal, No. 3/1955, March 1955.
28. Singapore Standard, 17 September 1950.
29. As usual, he included Singapore when talking about “Malaya”. Hence, these
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30. Asian Horizon, No. 3, “Malaya: A Nationalism in the Making”, New Delhi,

1950–51.
31. Asian Horizon, No. 3, “Malaya: A Nationalism in the Making”, New Delhi,
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21 S'pore Lion Notes 1/18/10, 10:30 AM517



518 THE SINGAPORE LION

32. Singapore Standard, 27 August 1950.
33. Interview with Ungku Aziz, 2 September 2005. Ungku Aziz left Singapore

in 1961 to head the economics department of the University of Malaya in
Kuala Lumpur, and seven years later in 1968, was promoted to its vice-
chancellor.

34. Dennis Bloodworth, “Sinnathamby Rajaratnam: An appreciation by Dennis
Bloodworth”, 5 November 1983.

35. Email interview with Leon Comber, 9 March 2009. Comber was married to
Raja’s writer friend Han Suyin from 1952 until they divorced in 1959.

36. SPF Police Intelligence Journal, No. 3/1955, March 1955.
37. Interview with Othman Wok, 13 June 2005.
38. The SUJ president at the time was D.E. Stewart, a journalist who lacked

Raja’s high profile.
39. History of the Labour Movement: Interview with S. Rajaratnam, 1994.
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2007).
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12. Woodhull, Oral History, NAS.
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14. Melanie Chew, Leaders of Singapore (Singapore: Resource Press, 1996).
15. Toh Chin Chye highlighted Raja’s role as a leader in the Joint Action

Council in a speech at the PAP party conference in 1960.
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he cited the example of Russia in bringing together all major enterprises
under the strict control of the state. The savings that would have normally
been acquired by the capitalists were invested by the government, not on
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16. People’s Action Party’s 10th Anniversary souvenir, Our First 10 Years. 1964,
p. 205.

17. Raja’s account was that it was Lee who proposed the idea of forming the
PAP. This contradicted that of Toh Chin Chye, who later took credit for
suggesting the formation of a political party in an interview published in
Melanie Chew’s “Leaders of Singapore”.

18. David Marshall’s Diary, ISEAS.
19. Interview with Toh Chin Chye by Sonny Yap, 2002.
20. Special Branch files.
21. Alex Josey, Oral History, NAS.
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socialists from nine countries of Asia with fraternal delegates from the
Socialist International, the League of Communists of Yugoslavia, the
Congress of Peoples against Imperialism, and several representatives from
African freedom movements, among others. This linkage between socialist
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files.
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25. SPF Police Intelligence Journal, No. 8/1954, 31 August 1954.
26. Interview with Lee Kuan Yew, 8 July 2005.
27. Interview with Samad Ismail, 3 September 2005.
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written by Goh Keng Swee, then assistant director of social welfare (social
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30. Interview with Lee Kuan Yew, 8 July 2005.
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21 S'pore Lion Notes 1/18/10, 10:30 AM520



NOTES 521
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34. Interview with Lee Kuan Yew, 8 July 2005.
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2. Ibid.
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10. People’s Action Party’s 10th Anniversary souvenir, Our First 10 Years, 1964.
11. Raayat is Malay for “citizen” or “the people”.
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14. Raayat, Vol. 1, No. 3. “Beware of Little David”. 27 December 1954.
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he edited the newspaper, France Libre (Free France).
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19. The S. Rajaratnam Papers, ISEAS.
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24. Even prior to this, Raja believed that the communists had conceded defeat
in their guerilla campaign and knew the futility of using violence. In 1952,
Louis Heren, his friend from The Times, had shared notes from a classified
document, dated September 1951, which said as much. The directive from
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