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According to the Myanmar Buddhist record, Buddhism and Buddhist art 
existed not only at the Bagan capital but also spread out across the whole 
Myanmar country. Devotees, however, have frequently repaired Bagan 
art, making it difficult to prove that Bagan Buddhism expanded from the 
capital. Now, Sayarmagyi (the author) has studied the spread of Buddhist 
art to the wider area by studying temple architecture, inscriptions, mural 
paintings, stucco, walls, water features and the promotion of the Sasanā 
by ancient kings and monks. Evidence has been traced along the main 
river valleys such as the Ayeyarwady, Chindwin, Samon and others. 
She has also communicated with local people and encouraged local 
appreciation of cultural heritage. Her research in the Wider Bagan area 
has revealed many places with previously unknown ancient architecture, 
inscriptions, Buddhist images, andagu and nat veneration from the Bagan 
period. Wider Bagan will be a very valuable book for future researchers 
of Burmese Buddhism.

 U Win Maung (Tampawaddy)
 Sagaing, 3 March 2020

Foreword
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