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Wisdom is in the literature.
(Myanmar proverb)
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Foreword

The indefatigable Andrew Selth, fresh from his seemingly myriad 
major studies, chapters, research papers, intellectual excursions 
(see his Kipling and Western music piece),1 blogs and op-eds,2 has 
demonstrated once again his catholic knowledge and his capacity 
for care and detail related to Burma/Myanmar. This new edition 
of his bibliography, which should become an essential reference 
for those even minimally concerned with Burma/Myanmar, is 
path-breaking, and is a critical guide to those both figuratively and 
literally Burma bound, as were his earlier editions and his work on 
the state of Burmese studies.3 

The publication of this fourth edition of the bibliography is 
especially timely. The state entered a new incarnation after the elec-
tions of 2015, following fifty years of direct and indirect military 
control, including its “civilianized” form from 2011. This process 
continued with the elections held in 2020 but has been inter-
rupted by the February 2021 coup. Before the military takeover, 
foreign-imposed sanctions had largely been suspended or lifted, the 
iconic Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi was an established part of 
public political life, international businesses were seeking Burmese 
opportunities, tourism had exploded, and violence continued in 
ethnic areas. It remains to be seen what now follows, but either 
way these and other developments will no doubt spur new publi-
cations, both ephemeral and more lasting, about aspects of Burma/
Myanmar. Yet it is essential for those seriously concerned, and even 
those touristically inclined, to understand what has gone before 
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Forewordxii

if they are to comprehend the present, which is never written de 
novo. This bibliography, then, offers a Virgilian guide to Myanmar’s 
recent past, and is an essential reference component for both the 
interested traveller and the dedicated student or specialist.

Burma/Myanmar formerly has been simplistically characterized 
as isolated and unknown. This may have been comparatively true 
for a quarter of a century following the coup of 1962, but has been 
inaccurate for the past few generations. In spite of direct rule by 
junta from 1988 under a regime that was noted worldwide for 
its repression and human rights violations, the state, known since 
2011 as the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, attracted more ac-
ademic and political interest than might have been imagined from 
a country previously insulated from much of the West. From the 
essentially isolationist policies of the Burma Socialist Programme 
Party (BSPP) under General Ne Win (1962–88), Myanmar (the 
name was changed in 1989) began to attract both international 
media attention and academic concern. In part, this was due to 
some changes in policy, such as the opening to foreign investment, 
but perhaps more importantly to the image of Nobel laureate Aung 
San Suu Kyi, who soon became the international icon of democracy, 
and whose example and appeal attracted many to enter the field of 
Burma studies and/or work on the Thai frontier among Burmese 
refugees. She personally seemed to exemplify the raised inter-
national concerns over human rights issues in that country. Her 
further leadership role in the elections of 2015 and 2020 and the 
positive expectations of the following government were juxtaposed 
by continuing violence and abuses in the country’s northern reaches 
and in the militarization of communal conflict in the Rakhine State 
on the Bangladesh border. At the time of writing, she is once again 
under house arrest, at the mercy of a military regime.

This bibliography, then, reflects that new era—now past but quin-
tessentially relevant to the present. Scholarship on Burma after the 
coup of 1962 essentially dried up, as few scholars were admitted for 
fieldwork, and then only in a few academic “safe” fields. Responsible 
professors could not advocate dissertation research on a country 
in which fieldwork was impossible. Tourism was discouraged and 
internal travel limited. With the quiet opening of Burma after the 
coup of 18 September 1988, and in spite of the bloody repression 
of the failed “people’s revolution” earlier that spring and summer, 
growth in interest in Burma/Myanmar became evident. 
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This was reflected in both the human rights/democracy advo-
cacy literature, which proliferated especially along the Thai border 
with Myanmar, and the stirring of disciplinary academic research 
and quiet fieldwork in-country. Scholars were allowed in, often 
with tourist visas. We now have a new generation of scholars and 
published scholarly works in all disciplines. Some reflect internal 
conditions; others compare, and draw lessons from, the Myanmar 
experience with other countries. Especially important have been the 
contributions of expatriate Burmese scholars who have markedly 
enhanced study of their country from perspectives that foreigners 
lack. 

The importance of foreign scholarly research on Myanmar is 
especially salient if one understands the past stringent controls over 
research and publishing for those within the country. Until 1988, 
all internal research (even in science and medicine) by anyone em-
ployed by the state (which meant all academicians) was considered 
classified until presented at a state-sponsored research seminar and 
then formally approved for public dissemination. Since 1988, any 
research publications have had to meet the mercurial conditions 
of the official censorship board. History was reinterpreted and 
rewritten to emphasize the roles of the Myanmar military, and even 
when classic works were republished, their titles had to change 
“Burma” into “Myanmar”, a name that was pursued with intense 
vigour. For example, The Glass Palace Chronicle of the Kings of Burma 
was published originally in 1923, but in 2008 was republished as 
The Glass Palace Chronicle of the Kings of Myanmar.4 All publications 
had to list the military-sponsored state objectives.5 

Burmese expatriates writing abroad, often with family in-coun-
try, often had to be circumspect in their analyses, and ardent 
critics of the regime sometimes neglected balanced reporting. 
Most books on Burma/Myanmar published abroad were legally 
banned from Myanmar, but increased travel and new technology 
enabled the surreptitious import and distribution of many. Now, 
works of all calibre and persuasion are available in the country’s 
bookstores. With a decline in the easy capacity to read the English 
of academic treatises, a need for the translation of important works 
into Burmese has become evident as present trends since 2011 in 
relaxation of censorship continue. A number of seminal foreign 
studies have been translated—some under international copyright 
rules and others pirated. 
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Internal events have been the especial salience of foreign pub-
lications on Myanmar since 1988. These works have proliferated 
and have provided welcome analyses of internal dynamics and 
external relations. Conditions within Myanmar, however, resulted 
in the polarization of external opinions on whether to engage 
with, and if so how, the regime in Yangon and then Naypyidaw. 
Advocacy literature on all sides of the issue expanded, often based 
on anecdotal evidence, since few trustworthy statistics emanated 
from the government. And, as Professor Donald Emmerson once 
noted, “the plural of anecdote is not data”.6 Political liberalization 
has eased this gap, although Myanmar continues to invite strong 
opinions that often colour scholarship. The February 2021 coup 
will doubtless reinforce such trends.

Dr Selth, in his introduction, provides a fascinating and 
thorough account of the various previous attempts to engage in 
bibliographic work, and even specialists on Burma/Myanmar may 
not have been aware of some of these important contributions to 
the literature. His is also a service to the field. His professional 
background in the Foreign Service and security arena, as well as 
being an Australian, has demonstrated that personal history in this 
case is an asset, rather than a liability, in preparation of this bibliog-
raphy. This has meant that Dr Selth has filled a lacuna often present 
in many bibliographies. As an Australian, his emphasis on works 
emanating from that country fills a void because, of all Western 
states, the Australian government and academic community has 
shown the most continuous and supportive roles in analysing 
Burma/Myanmar. The worldwide audience for serious study of that 
country needs to recognize this contribution. 

There remain gaps needing analysis, and these are demonstrated 
by gaps in the bibliography, but as Burma/Myanmar continues to 
attract attention, they likely will be filled. In recent years, major 
studies of Myanmar’s relations with China and the United States 
have appeared, but bilateral ties between Myanmar and Russia 
still need exploration, as do those between Burma and each or 
both of the Koreas.7 A comprehensive study of Christianity in its 
sociopolitical setting is also needed. Dr Selth has wisely avoided 
including works in preparation on some of these issues, for the time 
disparities between research and publication may be extensive. Yet 
the increase in those enrolled in advanced programmes on Burma/
Myanmar and those with experience in and on that country will no 
doubt begin the fill the void. 

BM613_000b_Foreword-prelims_11-16.indd   14BM613_000b_Foreword-prelims_11-16.indd   14 5/1/2022   10:32:45 am5/1/2022   10:32:45 am



Foreword xv

A corollary of the relative isolation of Burma/Myanmar, its no-
toriety in the narcotics literature, its strategic location, its long and 
porous border with Thailand, and its ostensible “exoticism” have all 
given rise to a variety of both serious literature and the pulp fiction 
inhabiting airport book kiosks. The last item may be dismissed, but 
the fiction field should not be ignored either by the serious scholar 
or the ardent traveller. 

Dr Selth has expanded the section in the bibliography on the 
Rohingya (the Muslim community on the Bangladesh border), 
as their treatment at the hands of the Myanmar security forces in 
2016 and 2017, and the question of their continuing safety, has 
prompted worldwide concerns. Their plight has also damaged the 
international reputations of the state and Aung San Suu Kyi, and 
resulted in an increased flow of publications. 

Scholarship and analyses obviously need personal commitments, 
but they also need institutional bases. Although a variety of interna-
tional academic institutions and some research organizations teach 
on and/or conduct research about Burma/Myanmar, their focus is 
usually Southeast Asia or Asia more broadly interpreted. There is 
a paucity of international educational institutions solely devoted to 
that country. There is one in the United States (Northern Illinois 
University), one in China (Yunnan National University), one in 
India (Manipur University), one in Thailand (Naresuan University) 
and two in Australia (the Australian National University and 
Melbourne University). The small number of such centres may 
limit future scholarship, and inadequate analyses could adversely 
affect policy choices. Universities also now tend to focus on disci-
plinary studies rather than on area research, which limits university 
employment opportunities for some Burmanically inclined. Two 
decades ago, a meeting on Burma/Myanmar attended by represent-
atives of most ASEAN governments at that time needed to draw on 
Western specialists on that country because those in the ASEAN 
states had no such analytical capacity. That situation has begun to 
be rectified, but clearly the ASEAN states and their neighbours 
need to expand their sights. 

Griffith University, the publisher of three earlier editions of this 
bibliography and Dr Selth’s academic home since 2006, is to be 
congratulated for its interest in opening vistas on Burma/Myanmar. 
More than two decades ago, it sponsored a major international 
conference on Myanmar, attended in part by the Australian min-
ister for foreign affairs and trade.8 Since then, especially in the last 
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decade, the steady stream of papers on public policy issues has 
added significantly to our understanding of that country and its 
relations with the region. 

The serious student, the professional journalist, the potential 
investor, the policy advocate, and even the prospective traveller to 
Myanmar will welcome this publication. It is an important contri-
bution to the burgeoning interest in Myanmar, and we are all once 
again, and in so many ways, in Dr Andrew Selth’s debt.

David I. Steinberg
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Asian Studies
School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University
Washington DC
March 2021
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Preface to the Fourth Edition

Thirty-five years ago, Myanmar (or Burma, as it was called back 
then) was little known and even less understood. It rarely featured 
in the international news media and few governments and inter-
national organizations devoted significant resources to monitoring 
its myriad problems. The small number of foreign scholars who 
studied and wrote about the country could only rely on a select 
audience for an appreciation of their published product.1 All that 
changed in 1988, when a nationwide pro-democracy uprising in 
Myanmar demanded that the world pay it more attention. Almost 
overnight, there was a strong demand for articles and books that 
explained what was happening in the country, and why. A selection 
of such works was listed in the first edition of this bibliography, 
compiled in 2012, but since then the number of publications about 
Myanmar has grown exponentially. There are now hundreds, if 
not thousands, of foreign officials, scholars, journalists, students, 
tourists and others, both professionals and amateurs, writing about 
this fascinating but still deeply troubled Southeast Asian country. 

As a result, there have been major changes to the publishing 
environment as it has related to Myanmar, both outside the coun-
try and inside it. Some of these developments were briefly noted 
in the prefaces written for the second and third editions of this 
bibliography, which were compiled in 2015 and 2018 respectively. 
Many of the trends identified in those works have evolved over the 
past few years as Myanmar has continued to undergo profound po-
litical, social and economic changes. The most recent development 
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has been the military coup of 1 February 2021 and creation of a 
new State Administration Council (SAC) led by the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services. For these and other reasons, not 
least several serious outbreaks of communal unrest and numerous 
examples of human rights abuses, Myanmar has remained the focus 
of international attention. Books, reports and other monographs 
about it (and of course articles of various kinds, although they are 
not included in this checklist) have continued to appear, mainly in 
the English-speaking world but elsewhere as well. 

Among the many works published since the third edition of this 
bibliography was released, three genres in particular have domi-
nated the academic and popular literature. 

The first includes publications of all kinds about Myanmar’s 
seemingly intractable problems, as the National League for 
Democracy (NLD), which first took office in 2016, struggled to give 
substance to the ambitious policies announced, and fulfil the bold 
promises made, by its leader, State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi.2 
There are now numerous works that attempt to describe Myanmar’s 
complex challenges. Many recommend ways to overcome them, 
although few seem likely to be successful. The NLD’s emphatic vic-
tory in the November 2020 elections and the subsequent military 
coup will doubtless prompt another spate of analysis and opinion. 
Also, to an even greater extent than before, studies of broader issues 
and aspects of the region are including references to Myanmar not 
only as a member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) but also as an important factor in its own right.3 

Another category of publications that has made its mark since 
2018 relates to the status and treatment given to the predominantly 
Muslim ethnic group known as the Rohingyas.4 Pogroms against 
this group by Myanmar’s security forces in 2012, 2016 and 2017 
saw about three quarters of a million refugees flee to Bangladesh, 
to join about 250,000 Rohingyas already living in squalid camps 
there. As a result of these developments, there has been a flood of 
official reports, academic studies, commentaries, diatribes and other 
works about this community, their history and current plight. Out 
of the 120 books on the Goodreads’ Burma/Myanmar list in early 
2020, for example, a full quarter was on the Rohingyas.5 Also, more 
than a dozen novels have been published since 2018 that focus on 
the “Rohingya question”, in one way or another.6 The human rights 
abuses associated with the pogroms also encouraged a range of 
works that examined related issues such as the political role of the 
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armed forces (known as the Tatmadaw) in Myanmar and the Aung 
San Suu Kyi government’s policies on broader ethnic and religious 
matters. 

The third noteworthy trend since 2018 has been the continued 
production of books written by or aimed at foreign visitors to 
Myanmar (over four million in 2019) and foreigners who had taken 
up temporary residence.7 These include tourist guides, phrase books, 
travelogues, memoirs and collections of photographs. Of the thirty 
most popular works about Myanmar sold on the Book Depository’s 
website in 2020, for example, more than half fitted into this broad 
category.8 Some of these works are rather shallow and peddle 
questionable notions about daily life in Myanmar, but others are 
well considered and shed fresh light on underappreciated aspects 
of the country and its people.9 A few travellers have described visits 
to places rarely seen by tourists. Most collections of photographs 
focus on the usual clichéd subjects, but some have taken an original 
approach and a number demonstrate real artistic flair. There has 
also been a range of new maps produced, mainly to assist those 
visitors and armchair travellers who wish to orient themselves on 
paper or to stray from the beaten track. 

Inside Myanmar, the book market has become more vibrant, 
sophisticated and better connected with the outside world.10 
There are now some 1,900 small book publishers in the country, 
although only a few dozen produce more than twenty titles a year. 
Some firms only release a couple of works annually.11 In Yangon, 
there are now about twenty-five independent bookstores, with the 
number in other major population centres gradually increasing. 
Most sell at least a small number of books in foreign languages 
(usually English), which have proven quite popular.12 Many of the 
small regional outlets that used to lend or rent books to the general 
public are now selling cheap editions to an expanding readership. 
(According to UNESCO, the adult literacy rate in Myanmar is now 
above seventy-five per cent).13 There are also the ubiquitous and of-
ten surprisingly well-stocked street stalls in population centres like 
Yangon and Mandalay.14 In 2019, an international firm specializing 
in discounted and remaindered books staged a book fair in Yangon 
that was well-attended.15 The national telecommunications carrier 
MPT has launched an e-book service for local subscribers and it is 
now possible to buy books on memory sticks.16 

On the downside, the demand for books in Myanmar still fluctu-
ates strongly. Also, the market is subject to unexpected interventions 
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from both local authorities and the national government. Despite 
undertakings by the NLD to relax various restrictions endured un-
der the former military regime, there were some unwelcome signs 
of a return to the censorship and restrictions on freedom of speech 
that marked the bad old days.17 If the freedoms permitted by the 
Thein Sein administration between 2012 and 2015 survive, despite 
the latest coup, including the ability to import books from abroad, 
the outlook for the reading public in Myanmar seems a reasonably 
positive one. That said, foreign authors and publishers continue to 
bemoan the lack of effective copyright laws in Myanmar and the 
publication of cheap pirate editions. Some unauthorized transla-
tions of foreign books have been so poorly executed, or possibly 
even deliberately distorted, that they have grossly misrepresented 
the original text, and thus the authors’ views.18 The artwork on 
the covers of some of these pirate editions has also been very 
misleading.19

All bibliographies are works in progress, and this one is no 
exception. It is the fourth edition of the book to be released. The 
first was published by the Griffith Asia Institute (GAI) at Griffith 
University in Australia, in 2012. Described as a “select bibliogra-
phy”, it listed 928 representative works that had been published 
in English, and in hard copy, since the abortive 1988 uprising. A 
second edition of the book, listing 1,318 titles, was produced by 
the GAI in 2015, and a third edition was released in 2018. By that 
time, the bibliography was much more comprehensive, listing 2,133 
books, reports and other monographs, divided among thirty-five 
subject chapters and seventy-two sections. There were also three 
appendices. One appendix was an essay discussing a selection of 
books to read before going to Myanmar for the first time, another 
appendix listed feature and documentary films made about the 
country and a third offered an eclectic selection of maps available 
to scholars, tourists and armchair travellers. All three editions of the 
bibliography were made freely available online and a small number 
of each was printed in hard copy.

Not long after the third edition of the bibliography was released, 
a tentative decision was made not to produce a fourth. There were 
several reasons for this. 

First, there was the problem that John Badgley once called 
“inflation in the quantity of publications”.20 The sheer number of 
works on Myanmar now being published made the task of keeping 
track of them all very difficult. It required a major effort to monitor 
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publishers’ catalogues, booksellers’ websites, academic fora and 
other sources to keep abreast of all the new productions, assess their 
value and to choose titles that might be suitable for inclusion in the 
checklist. This problem was compounded by the large number of 
reports and other studies now being produced by government and 
non-government organizations of various kinds as the international 
community continued to examine Myanmar’s myriad problems 
and, in many cases, recommend practical (and, in some cases, im-
practical) solutions.21 This problem was not diminished by the fact 
that the bibliography was a select one only, did not aim to include 
everything in print about the country, and was in any case restricted 
to hard copies published in English. 

Second, the range of subjects being covered by Myanmar-related 
publications has continued to expand, adding to the difficulty of 
monitoring the output of new materials. When the first edition 
of the bibliography was being compiled, most published works 
were written by a relatively small number of scholars in English-
speaking countries who were mainly interested in broad topics like 
Myanmar’s national politics, its economic problems and traditional 
society. There are still some notable gaps in the literature, but in 
recent years many have been filled.22 There are now thousands of 
books, reports and monographs about different aspects of Myanmar, 
written or compiled by governments, multilateral institutions, 
activist organizations, scholars, journalists, tourists, travellers, and 
freelance authors of various kinds. Many of these new works are 
on subjects that, prior to 1988, had never been examined before, at 
least not in any depth. An increasing number stem from postgrad-
uate studies and are highly specialized. Other works are currently 
in preparation or in press.23

Third, and perhaps most importantly, the quality of the publica-
tions about Myanmar now on the market is highly variable. There 
are many excellent studies that make major contributions to the lit-
erature and to current policy debates. Other works, including some 
intended for the mass market, are also deserving of praise. However, 
there are books available now that are of questionable value, in one 
way or another. Some purportedly serious studies do not meet the 
basic criteria used to judge scholarly works. Other books must 
be considered polemics advocating partisan views, or simply as 
political tracts.24 Many memoirs written by foreigners about their 
time in Myanmar have been described as trite and self-indulgent, 
if not worse.25 For example, as David Scott Mathieson has noted 
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in characteristic fashion, Myanmar has produced “a minor canon 
of self-promotional reportage”.26 A number of foreign novels set 
in Myanmar barely qualify to be included in the definition of 
literature.27 

All these issues added weight to the argument that an annotated 
bibliography, with short descriptions and judicious comments about 
each work listed, perhaps along the lines of Patricia Herbert’s 1991 
volume, would be more helpful to readers and researchers than 
another long checklist of titles.28 

All that considered, it was decided to go ahead and produce a 
fourth edition of the bibliography, and to keep to the same broad 
format as before. This was largely in response to popular demand 
for an updated version, mainly from academic observers and 
professional pundits, but also from general readers and armchair 
travellers. Happily, the bibliography has also proven itself to be of 
value to students of Myanmar looking for a starting point for their 
research, or to follow up particular issues of interest. Feedback from 
the official community has also been positive. Given the book’s 
growing size and coverage, however, it was felt that hard copy 
production and particularly international distribution of the new 
edition would be more easily managed by an established academic 
publishing house with wide experience in such matters. Hence, 
the baton has been passed from the Griffith Asia Institute to the 
ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore. 

This version of the bibliography follows the pattern established 
by the three earlier editions, with a few minor changes. Once again, 
it lists a selection of works on or about Myanmar published in 
English and in hard copy since the 1988 uprising, which marked the 
beginning of a new era in Myanmar history. The thinking behind 
the book’s layout and particular choices made regarding its pres-
entation is explained in the introduction. It has also been touched 
upon in the prefaces to the third and second editions, which have 
been reproduced in their entirety below. There are now 2,727 works 
listed. They have been written, edited, translated or compiled by 
over 2,000 people, whose names are listed in an index at the end of 
the book. These works have been organized into thirty-five chapters 
containing ninety-five discrete sections. There are now four appen-
dices, the latest addition being a list of 184 musical works produced 
during the colonial era (1824–1948) which reference Myanmar in 
some way. This list first appeared in my 2017 book Burma, Kipling 
and Western Music, but a revised version is reproduced here for 
convenience.29 
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A number of other changes have been made to bring this 
edition up to date. The title has been amended to reflect modern 
practice, “Myanmar” now being widely accepted as the country’s 
formal name. The introduction has been revised, mainly to include 
references to several bibliographers and bibliographical works that 
escaped mention in the first three editions. Also, David Steinberg 
has updated his foreword, and the acknowledgements page now 
better reflects all the suggestions and advice I have received since 
the first edition of the bibliography was released nearly a decade 
ago. This edition also includes a few titles that did not make the cut 
in earlier iterations. For example, it lists more self-published works 
and books by vanity publishers. Despite their various shortcomings, 
some make useful contributions to the field of Myanmar studies 
or fill gaps in the bibliography’s broader coverage. Finally, the first 
three appendices have been revised and expanded. All these changes 
have been made in the interests of comprehensiveness, balance and 
the convenience of readers.

Anyone reading the book from start to finish will notice that, 
in a few places, notably the prefaces, there is a little repetition. 
However, this was an unavoidable result of republishing material 
that had been released over time. Also, a few references have been 
given in full more than once to permit readers to dip into the book 
without having to search for earlier notes giving the full details of 
particular works cited.

Canberra
March 2021
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Preface to the Third Edition

Since the first version of this bibliography was released in 2012, 
the outpouring of books, reports and other publications about 
Burma (Myanmar) that was noted in earlier editions has continued. 
Indeed, over the past few years it seems to have picked up in both 
pace and range, although not always in quality. As one observer 
bluntly put it a few years ago, “There is a vast quantity of literature 
on Burma/Myanmar, some of it quite unreadable”.1 While many of 
these works have been posted online, and are only available in soft 
copy, most have been released in hard copy, and in English. Even if 
the print run was quite small, this has entitled them to a mention 
in this third and expanded edition. The newest works fall into a 
number of categories, which can easily be identified by comparing 
the contents pages above with those of earlier editions. Broadly 
speaking, they cover academic works, official reports, travelogues 
and tourist guides, books for the general reader, and older works 
that have been reprinted to meet a popular demand.

For example, the section on Burma’s politics and government 
continues to grow apace, a result at least in part of the close attention 
being paid to the country’s transition from a military dictatorship to 
a quasi-democratic administration. The advent of President Thein 
Sein’s reformist government in 2011 and the election of a National 
League for Democracy (NLD) government in 2015 prompted a 
surge of publications on the country’s rapidly changing political, 
economic and social landscape. There have also been several new 
books about Burma’s once revered opposition leader, Aung San 
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Suu Kyi, who is now the country’s de facto head of state.2 Given 
her government’s failure to meet unrealistically high popular 
expectations, and her dramatic fall from grace in the eyes of the in-
ternational community (due mainly to her disappointing response 
to the so-called “Rohingya question”), it can be expected that more 
publications on the Nobel Peace laureate and her turbulent time in 
office will appear over the next few years.3

Also, as Burma has opened up to foreign aid and investment, 
there has been an increase in the number of reports by governments, 
international organizations and consultants interested in Burma’s 
political reforms, economic growth and social development.4 At the 
same time, a host of reports have been produced by human rights 
groups and bodies devoted to other causes, such as environmental 
protection. Most can be found online, but small numbers of hard 
copies have usually been produced for governments, donors and 
other interested parties. Many of these works provide useful sum-
maries of past developments, current situations and future plans. 
They also enjoy the benefit of being published in a more timely 
fashion than many academic studies. That said, the increased access 
now available to Burma-watchers carries certain risks. Closer per-
sonal contacts with key players and a greater familiarity with local 
developments can result in deeper knowledge and more penetrating 
analyses of complex issues. However, they can also lead to narrower 
perspectives and a greater tendency towards personal bias.

There has been a marked increase in books written by, and for, 
foreign visitors to Burma, the number of which rose from some 
310,000 in 2010 to nearly three million in 2017.5 Once again, these 
works are a mixed bag, reflecting what Penny Edwards has called 
the “overnight expert syndrome”, which has “fed a rapid demand 
for books on contemporary Myanmar”.6 One noteworthy trend 
has been the flood of travelogues and memoirs by tourists and 
temporary residents, on whom Burma has clearly made a strong 
impression. Many are rather shallow and descriptive, bringing to 
mind Rudyard Kipling’s “Globe-trotter”, “who ‘does’ kingdoms in 
days and writes books upon them in weeks”.7 In keeping with most 
memoirs—and current travel brochures—about Burma, they often 
emphasize nostalgic and romantic themes.8 This trend is also seen in 
books of photographs, which tend to consist of clichéd shots of pic-
turesque pagodas, smiling children and colourful ethnic minorities.9 
That said, there are also some notable collections of high quality 
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images that record Burma’s traditional culture, natural environment 
and colonial-era architecture, all of which are under threat.10 

The number of English language novels about Burma is in-
creasing. Once again, the quality is highly variable.11 While there 
are some notable exceptions, the plots tend to be banal and rather 
predictable, with Burma serving simply as an exotic locus dramat-
icus. Another interesting development has been the publication of 
several graphic novels about Burma, including a number that look 
closely at the contemporary political scene. Most are high quality 
productions, with excellent illustrations, but not all have been listed 
in the bibliography as their texts are not in English.12 There has also 
been an increase in the number of books about Burma intended for 
juvenile readers. They include introductions to Burma’s geography 
and culture, and illustrated stories based on Burmese folk tales. 
There are also several short biographies of Aung San Suu Kyi that 
are aimed at children. Once again, this trend seems to reflect both 
the increased attention being paid to Burma in Western countries 
and the much larger number of people prompted to write about the 
place, for various reasons.

Also worthy of note is the increasing number of references to 
Burma, and even the inclusion of separate chapters about Burma, 
in broader studies of the region, and of particular subjects. There 
was a time when—books about insurgencies in Southeast Asia 
aside—such wide-ranging surveys usually ignored Burma or only 
referred to it in passing. For decades, there was neither the interest 
nor the expertise available to give it closer attention. Even stand-
ard textbooks about the region lacked significant Burma-related 
content.13 This is no longer the case. For example, Anthony Reid’s 
stimulating new history of Southeast Asia expertly folds critical 
aspects of Burma into his wider narrative of developments in the 
region.14 There is a useful chapter about Burma in Khaki Capital, a 
recent study of the political economy of armed forces in Southeast 
Asia.15 The Everyday Political Economy of Southeast Asia, published 
by Cambridge University Press in 2016, includes a chapter on trade 
union politics in Burma.16

As noted in earlier editions of this bibliography, there is a grow-
ing number of works written in English, or translated into English, 
by Burmese authors. Most major bookshops in Yangon now have 
a few shelves of memoirs, travel books and other works by local 
writers, doubtless encouraged by the influx of tourists, the easing of 
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restrictions on freedom of expression and, probably, the increased 
availability of modern printing equipment. These books tend to be 
produced by boutique publishing houses, and in small numbers, but 
together they offer new and interesting perspectives on aspects of 
Burmese politics and history.17 That said, the field is still quite nar-
row. One Western scholar visiting Burma wrote in 2015 that “I was 
surprised at how difficult it was to find translated contemporary 
literature by Burmese writers”.18 This echoed an earlier comment by 
the author Wendy Law-Yone, who noted in 2010 that “precious few 
[books in Burmese—novels especially] have been translated into 
English”.19 As the following checklist indicates, this situation is 
gradually improving, as local novelists, poets and artists gain wider 
recognition. One notable example of this trend is Burma Storybook, 
edited by Petr Lom and others.20 

All these developments must be counted as positive contribu-
tions to the broad field of Burma studies, but another is a cause for 
concern. It used to be common practice for the personal libraries of 
major figures in Burma studies to be purchased by institutions. The 
British Library, Cornell University, the University of Heidelberg 
and the National Library of Australia, among others, acquired 
excellent collections of books, manuscripts and ephemera from 
former officials, academics and others with close connections to 
Burma.21 Even before the country became fashionable in the West, 
there was a wish to preserve its scholarly and literary heritage. 
Albeit at a slower pace, this practice continued into the 1970s and 
1980s. More recently, however, libraries, universities and research 
institutes seem to be increasingly reluctant to acquire hard copies of 
books, either to fill gaps in their collections or to keep them up to 
date. The reasons given for this attitude vary between institutions, 
but usually start with a lack of funds and insufficient shelf space. It 
would be a tragedy for Burma studies if existing collections were 
allowed to decline in value, or significant private libraries were 
broken up, simply because no institutions were willing or able to 
give them a home.22 

This edition of the bibliography, like those published in 2012 
and 2015, only lists books, reports and monographs that have been 
published in English and in hard copy since 1988. For other works, 
including e-books, online publications, articles and short items, 
readers will need to look elsewhere. As stated in earlier prefaces, 
Michael Charney’s Living Bibliography of Burma Studies was not 
substantially updated after its 2004 iteration, and was formally 
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closed down in 2012.23 While in need of increased financial sup-
port, the Online Burma/Myanmar Library (OB/ML), begun by the 
Burma Peace Foundation in 2001, is still functioning, thanks to 
the efforts of the indefatigable David Arnott.24 Its database is or-
ganized into more than ninety categories and 3,000 sub-categories. 
They guide readers to about 35,000 links to individual documents 
and more than 10,000 websites or multiple documents. These in 
turn give access to potentially millions of other Burma-related 
documents.25 Needless to say, the OB/ML includes a great many 
works not listed here, notably those found only online. 

This edition of the bibliography follows much the same pattern 
as the earlier two. There are, however, a number of changes.

The original title of the bibliography has been retained and, in 
all new and revised chapters, “Burma” rather than “Myanmar” has 
been used for the country’s name. This does not reflect its formal 
title, or current usage, even by die-hard critics of the 1989 name 
change, such as Aung San Suu Kyi.26 However, “Burma” has been 
retained for this edition, simply for consistency. All titles of books 
and reports have been cited as they were published, including the 
use of both “Rangoon” and its 1989 replacement, “Yangon”. Some 
minor amendments have been made to the introduction, and 
David Steinberg has updated his foreword. The original acknowl-
edgements page has been substantially revised to take account 
of contributions made by various Burma-watchers since the first 
edition of the bibliography was published six years ago. Also, a few 
individual entries carried forward from earlier editions have been 
amended. This has mainly been to correct errors and account for 
changed circumstances, such as the publication of new editions. 

This is still a “select” bibliography in that it does not try to in-
clude all hard copy publications on Burma, or in all languages, but 
an effort has been made to make it more comprehensive. It now 
lists quite a number of works that, for various reasons, were left out 
of earlier editions. This is partly to provide a more rounded picture 
of Burma, but also to fill out some sections that readers felt were 
too thin. I have also relaxed my initial firm stance against reprints, 
books printed on demand and self-published works. The emphasis 
is still on original works produced by established publishing houses, 
governments and international organizations. However, an increas-
ing number of older works on Burma are now being reprinted by 
reputable firms. To exclude them all would deprive readers of some 
useful sources on key subjects. The same consideration applies to 
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self-published books and works printed on demand, some of which 
deserve a mention. Pirated copies of foreign works, reprinted in 
Burma, have not been included.27

There are now 2,133 works listed, compared with 928 in the first 
edition and 1,318 in the second edition. The much larger number 
has necessitated some structural changes. Instead of the twenty-nine 
chapters and forty-four sections found in the 2015 edition, there 
are now thirty-five chapters and seventy-two sections. For example, 
there are now separate chapters on the Second World War, Aung 
San Suu Kyi and the “Rohingya Question”, to account for the 
greater number of titles now listed in those categories. The chap-
ter on politics and government is still the longest, and has been 
divided chronologically. New sections have been created to cover 
works published when Burma was under the State Law and Order 
Restoration Council (SLORC) and its nominal successor, the State 
Peace and Development Council (SPDC), after the paradigm shift 
from direct military rule to President Thein Sein’s “disciplined de-
mocracy” in 2011, and since the creation in 2016 of a semi-elected 
NLD administration under Aung San Suu Kyi. These categories 
are rather arbitrary in that they ignore the issues covered within 
each time frame, but it is hoped that such a device will help readers 
find particular works more easily. Sections have also been added to 
other chapters to make it easier for readers to find what they are 
looking for.

When I began this project in 2010, it was my intention personally 
to inspect, or at least to sight, every work listed in the bibliography, 
drawing on my own resources and those of the main libraries in 
Canberra and elsewhere. Given the large number of works cited in 
this latest edition, however, and the difficulty of accessing hard cop-
ies of every one, I have had to modify that aim. However, an effort 
has still been made to verify each entry, usually by cross-checking 
the details in more than one source. In the first edition, I was also 
determined to exclude works that were listed in publishers’ cata-
logues and on the websites of the major booksellers but had not yet 
been published. That resolution was slightly relaxed in the second 
edition, as I was keen to include a number of important works that 
I was reliably informed were close to commercial release. I have 
taken a similar approach here, although a few books currently listed 
on major websites have not been included because of uncertainty 
over their publication dates.28

There are now three appendices. The first is a revised and updated 
essay on publications that readers may find helpful if they wish to 
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become more familiar with specific aspects of Burma, or if they are 
going there for the first time. Once again, it is a personal selection 
and would profitably be read in conjunction with the recommenda-
tions of other Burma-watchers with particular areas of expertise.29 
The second appendix lists a range of maps and charts of Burma that 
are currently available either through commercial outlets or from 
other suppliers. If the websites of major booksellers are any guide, 
the demand for maps has grown significantly in recent years as more 
people have visited Burma, either for business or pleasure.30 The 
third appendix lists a selection of feature movies and documentary 
films made about the country and released in English. Some have 
had a greater impact than others, but in their own ways they have 
all added to the romance, mystery and allure of a country that, until 
thirty years ago, was relatively unknown.31 The extent to which they 
have added to a greater understanding of Burma’s history, politics 
and culture, however, is debateable.

It is perhaps worth repeating that the main aim of this checklist is 
to provide academics, officials, students and members of the general 
public with an easily accessible list of works on Burma produced 
in hard copy, and in English, since the 1988 uprising. It includes a 
wide range of publications, covering many subjects, in an attempt 
to provide readers with the broadest choice possible. However, the 
inclusion of a particular work does not signify an endorsement 
of it or agreement with any of the opinions expressed in it. Once 
again, the watchwords of this checklist have been comprehensive-
ness and balance. No attempt has been made to exclude a work 
because of its perceived failure to meet criteria such as quality or 
political correctness. As Paul Duguid once remarked, albeit in a 
different context, an eclectic collection like this resembles “a church 
jumble-sale bookstall, where gems and duds are blessed alike by the 
vicar because all have been donated”.32 As always, it is for the reader 
to decide on the quality and value of each title.

Brisbane
May 2018
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Preface to the Second Edition

A bibliography is never complete. No matter how conscientious 
the compiler there will always be gaps and scope for additions, par-
ticularly to select bibliographies. In this regard, Burma (renamed 
the Union of Myanmar in 1989, and given the formal title of the 
Republic of the Union of Myanmar in the 2008 constitution) is 
certainly no exception. Indeed, several developments over the past 
three years argue strongly for the preparation of an updated check-
list of the English language literature on Burma.1

Since the first edition of this work was released in 2012, there has 
been an increasing flow of new, revised and reprinted publications 
about Burma. This activity has reflected the continued high level of 
interest in the country, not only in official and academic circles but 
also among the wider public. This interest is likely to be maintained 
in 2015, when Burma’s hybrid civilian-military government is due 
to hold national elections, and in early 2016, when it will choose a 
new president. The outcome of these competitions will be critical to 
the future of President Thein Sein’s ambitious reform programme, 
launched in 2011, and to Burma’s relations with the wider world. 

As this edition of the bibliography helps to demonstrate, most of 
the public (and scholarly) interest in Burma over the past few years 
has been related to the country’s politics and economy, accounting 
for the large number of new works in those categories. This has 
included several edited works, with chapters provided by a range of 
noted Burma-watchers, covering such issues as the continuing po-
litical role of the armed forces, unresolved tensions with the ethnic 
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minorities, the obstacles to further economic development and the 
growth of civil society. Also, the increased number of postgraduates 
working on Burma in Western countries has led to specialized 
studies on areas and issues that, until now, had rarely been subject 
to close examination. 

Another factor has been the dramatic surge in foreign visitors to 
Burma, up from an estimated 310,000 in 2010 to more than three 
million in 2014.2 Estimates for 2015 range as high as five million.3 
This has prompted the production of a large number of works 
that seem designed to cater mainly to tourists, businessmen and 
armchair travellers. They have included guide books, phrase books, 
cookery books, collections of photographs and personal accounts 
of visits to the country. There is also a trickle of novels that are 
set in Burma or have Burma-related themes. The quality of these 
works has tended to be highly variable but, in different ways and 
at different levels, they have helped fill niches in a market that still 
seems to be expanding. 

Also, it is worth noting that many older books and monographs 
with Burma-related themes have been revised or reissued. There 
have long been a few firms (like the Bangkok-based White Lotus 
Press, established in 1972) that have specialized in reproducing 
out-of-print books on Burma. However, several other well-known 
publishers are now producing good quality, hard copy reprints of 
classic works. It is possible to find soft copies of many more online 
through the digital collections of major libraries, notably (since 
1994) the Library of Congress and (since 1995) the British Library. 
Also helpful are large-scale collaborative repositories of digital 
content such as the Hathi Trust, which was formed in 2008.4 These 
developments have made many rare books and other research ma-
terials much more accessible, helping to revive interest in Burma’s 
history and culture, on which there are now some excellent studies. 

Since 2012, a number of major gaps in the academic literature 
have been plugged, in part at least. For example, much closer atten-
tion has been given to legal issues in Burma, both during the colonial 
period and since 1948.5 However, there are still some notable 
omissions, particularly in the area of Burma’s foreign contacts. For 
example, there are still no definitive histories in English of Burma’s 
relations with countries like the United States, Russia, Japan, the 
two Koreas or Australia. There is also a shortage of serious studies 
looking at Burma’s role in the strategic competition between China 
and India, its membership of ASEAN since 1997, and its place in 
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the wider environment of the Asia-Pacific. Some good work has 
been done recently on the place of Islam in Burma, but there is 
still no comprehensive or detailed overview of the development of 
Christianity.

There has been a revival of interest in foreign books within 
Burma itself.6 Under the former military government a wide range 
of works were blacklisted (as were, of course, many publications in 
Burmese).7 Often the reasons for these bans were not clear; one 
example being Love and Sunshine in the East, an obscure novel 
written in 1930 by Janet Aldis.8 The intent behind other bans was 
more obvious, as in the case of Aung San Suu Kyi’s three books on 
(among other things) modern Burmese politics and Bertil Lintner’s 
graphic account of the 1988 uprising.9 Under Thein Sein’s more 
relaxed administration, however, English language versions of 
these and other banned books are being imported into Burma and 
are available from local bookshops and street vendors. For those 
Burmese with internet access, others can be read online. Since 
2013, an international literary festival has been held in Burma, one 
feature of which has been the many formerly banned books openly 
displayed for sale.10 

At the same time, there has been a revival in the translation of 
foreign books into the Burmese language. This has included some 
blacklisted books, notably copies of works by Aung San Suu Kyi. 
In 2012, a translation of George Orwell’s seminal novel Burmese 
Days, which was also banned by the former military regime, even 
won a national literary award.11 There are now Burmese versions of 
David Steinberg’s popular primer Burma/Myanmar: What Everyone 
Needs to Know and Bertil Lintner’s Outrage: Burma’s Struggle for 
Democracy. Other foreign works that have been translated into 
Burmese and released in the country have included Robert Taylor’s 
groundbreaking study The State in Myanmar and Wendy Law Yone’s 
Golden Parasol: A Daughter’s Memoir of Burma (all listed in this 
bibliography). Also on sale in Rangoon is a collection of broadcasts 
by the BBC’s Burmese language service summarizing my own 2002 
study Burma’s Armed Forces: Power without Glory.

This is in addition, of course, to the bound photocopies and 
pirated versions of foreign language books that have long been a 
feature of Burma’s literary scene.12

In recent years, there has also been a proliferation of books in 
English by Burmese authors and English language translations 
of Burmese works. The print runs may be small, but they too are 
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having an impact on the local publishing scene. A representative 
sample has been included in this edition of the bibliography. While 
many of these publications seem to be aimed mainly at foreign 
visitors and foreign residents of Burma, they help represent a return 
to the lively literary and scholarly traditions that prevailed before 
General Ne Win’s coup and the introduction of harsh censorship 
laws. Related to these developments has been the formation of 
several new literary associations in Burma, as various groups have 
taken advantage of the lifting of government restrictions in 2012.13 
The Myanmar Publishers and Booksellers Association, for example, 
holds Burma’s largest annual book fair. 

On the bibliographic front, there has also been some movement. 
The “Bibliography of Burma (Myanmar) Research”, last produced 
by London University’s School of Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS) in 2004, is no longer being compiled, but work has con-
tinued on some other projects mentioned in the introduction to the 
first edition of this work. For example, the Heidelberg University 
bibliography now boasts electronic listings of articles and multi- 
author documents up to September 2012.14 There have been several 
other checklists drawn up over the past three years, most of which 
have been posted online. They have tended to be subject-specific, 
to cater to the wider range of topics now being given attention 
by students and other researchers. For example, the University 
of California at Berkeley has compiled a list entitled “Myanmar: 
Women’s Studies Bibliography”.15 An Australian researcher has 
drawn up a list of works in English about Burmese marionettes.16 
Most of the major studies of Burma published since 2012 have 
included extensive bibliographies.

In all these ways, the Burma literature scene is now a vibrant 
one, reflecting the dynamic state of modern Burma studies. There is 
every indication that, as the country continues to evolve and grow, 
so will the demand for fresh and original publications of all kinds. 

Since the first edition of this bibliography appeared, Burma-
watchers and others have alerted me to the existence of a number 
of works that they felt deserved inclusion. I have also been pointed 
in the direction of several major reports produced by think-tanks 
and international organizations. As this remains a select bibliogra-
phy, and not an attempt to list every English-language publication 
about Burma released over the past twenty-seven years, I have not 
included them all. However, many suggestions have been taken up, 
helping to plug some gaps in the first edition and to fill out a few 
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sections that were rather thin. This edition has also given me an op-
portunity to record more publications produced by Burma-related 
activist groups. Such works are often considered to be ephemera 
and omitted from checklists of this kind. However, they represent 
a major effort on the part of these organizations over the years and 
often provide information and views that are not readily available 
elsewhere.

To the 928 titles listed in the first edition of this bibliography, 
another 390 have been added. Most of these new works have been 
released over the past three years. As before, I have restricted myself 
to publications produced in English (or, in three cases, English 
and Burmese), and in hard copy, since the 1988 pro-democracy 
uprising.17 Where there has been some doubt about whether or 
not a particular work was produced in hard copy, for example by 
an international organization with its own website, I have usually 
erred on the side of inclusion. This is because, in most cases, small 
numbers of hard copies were produced by these organizations for 
libraries and for presentation to select audiences, such as donors, 
journalists and government officials. 

In order to make greater allowance for the latest publishing 
trends, I have slightly relaxed my earlier rule about books printed 
on demand. This has been to take account of the increasing number 
of academic theses and self-published works on Burma, some of 
which have made useful contributions to the field. Also, I have 
taken the risk of listing a small number of books that have not 
yet been formally released. They have been included because they 
are significant works that, as far as I have been able to determine 
from the authors and the publishers, are confidently expected to be 
released in 2015. Not to have included them would have detracted 
from the usefulness of this checklist over time and left gaps in areas 
that are currently subject to close attention. Once again, briefings, 
academic articles, chapters and short commentaries have not been 
listed, although a few examples are mentioned in the appendix.

This edition of the bibliography follows much the same format 
as the first. However, to help readers navigate their way through the 
many subjects covered in the checklist and to find particular works 
more easily, I have rearranged a few sections. I have also added a 
number of additional headings and subheadings. This has necessi-
tated moving some titles from their original positions and giving 
them new reference numbers. As before, many of the books named 
could have been listed under more than one category. Inevitably, the 
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placement of some titles will still strike a few readers as arbitrary, but 
that seemed preferable to duplicating entries or trying to include 
cumbersome cross references. Individual works can also be found 
by consulting the consolidated list of authors, editors, translators 
and photographers provided at the end of this book.

Some other parts of the first edition have been changed. David 
Steinberg has made a few amendments to his foreword to reflect 
developments since the original version appeared three years ago. A 
small number of editorial changes have been made to the introduc-
tion, and a few minor errors in the checklist have been corrected. 
The appendix has been substantially revised and updated to reflect 
the wider range of books now available to a newcomer to Burma 
(and Burma studies). It has also been expanded in response to the 
flood of tourists and short-term foreign residents who may be look-
ing for some guidance on reading matter. As with all such exercises, 
the suggestions made in that essay reflect personal choices, and they 
are based mainly on my own reading. It has also benefited from 
helpful suggestions made by others in the field, but it should not in 
any way be considered authoritative.

At the risk of repeating myself, let me also briefly address a cou-
ple of comments made about the first edition of the bibliography.18 

It is quite true that both the first edition and this one fail to 
represent the full range of modern Burma scholarship in that they 
do not include any works produced before 1988 (apart, that is, 
from modern reprints), in soft copy or written in languages other 
than English. Nor does it list any articles in academic journals or 
magazines. As explained in the introduction to the first edition, this 
reflects a deliberate decision to restrict the checklist to major works 
that are likely to be readily accessible to the majority of readers, in 
terms of both language and availability. It goes without saying that 
there is a large body of related works that do not fit into these cate-
gories. Despite their possible merits as sources on Burma, however, 
this checklist is not the place to look for them.

It is also acknowledged that the first edition listed at least 
one work that could be seen as racist in content.19 Indeed, a few 
books cited below could be so described. Also, both editions of 
the bibliography include works that represent the propaganda of 
a repressive military government, as well as publications produced 
by a highly politicized activist community. No one could claim that 
all these works were accurate or balanced. A couple of other books 
named could be accused of being in poor taste, at least. As stated in 
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the original introduction, however, I have listed titles that cover the 
full spectrum of opinion about Burma, not just those that express 
points of view I agree with or that are deemed by others to be polit-
ically acceptable. This reflects my firm conviction that only by being 
aware of all attitudes and opinions, both inside and outside Burma, 
can the “fiendishly complex” challenges facing modern Burma be 
fully understood.20

I am indebted to many people for helping me prepare a new 
version of this bibliography. As always, David Steinberg has been a 
great support. Contributions have also been made by several other 
Burma-watchers, among them John Brandon, Nick Cheesman, 
Melissa Crouch, Reneaud Egreteau, Nicholas Farrelly, Marie Lall, 
Jacques Leider, Stephen McCarthy, Lex Rieffel, Matthew Smith, 
Ashley South, Lindsay Stubbs, Robert Taylor, Sean Turnell and 
Trevor Wilson. I am grateful to them all for taking the time and 
trouble to help me with this project. The members and staff of the 
Griffith Asia Institute (GAI) have once again worked wonders to 
bring this work to its final stages. To those members of the GAI 
named in the original acknowledgements, I should like to add 
Russell Trood, Leong Liew, Natasha Vary, Belle Hammond and 
Vanessa Lau. The National Library of Australia and its staff consti-
tute valuable resources for anyone interested in conducting research 
about Burma.

My wife Pattie has provided constant encouragement and sup-
port for this project, as she has done for so many others conducted 
over the past thirty-five years. I owe her much more than can be 
recorded here.

Brisbane
April 2015
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AAF Army Air Force
AAS Association of Asian Studies
ABSDF All Burma Students’ Democratic Front
ADBI Asian Development Bank Institute
AI Amnesty International
AIIA Australian Institute of International Affairs
ALTSEAN Burma Alternative ASEAN Network on Burma
ANU Australian National University
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations
ASP American Studies Program
BAFTA British Academy of Film and Television Arts
BBC British Broadcasting Corporation
BCP Burma Communist Party
BESS  Basin Exploratory Scoping Study
BIMSTEC Bangladesh-India-Myanmar-Sri Lanka-

Thailand Economic Cooperation
BRS Burma Research Society
BSPP Burma Socialist Programme Party
C4ADS Centre for Advanced Defence Studies
CBI China Burma India (Theatre)
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CDA Collaborative for Development Action
CPB Communist Party of Burma
CRPP Committee Representing Peoples’ Parliament 
CRS Congressional Research Service
CSIS Centre for Strategic and International Studies 
CSO civil society organizations
DAB Democratic Alliance of Burma
DFAT Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
DKBA Democratic Karen Buddhist Army
DPS Design Printing Services
ERIA Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and 

East Asia
ExPP-ACT Ex-Political Prisoners – Assistance, 

Counselling and Training
EU European Union
FIDH  International Federation for Human Rights
GAI Griffith Asia Institute
HPG Humanitarian Policy Group 
IAS Institute of Asian Studies
IBAHRI International Bar Association Human Rights 

Institute
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organisation 
ICC International Criminal Court
ICG International Crisis Group
ICVA International Council of Voluntary Agencies
IDE Institute for Developing Economies
IDP internally displaced person
IIPS Institute for International Policy Studies
IISS International Institute for Strategic Studies
IMDb International Movie Database 
INGO international non-governmental organization
IPCS  Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies
IRASEC Institut de Recherche sur l’Asie du Sud-Est 

Contemporaine (Research Institute on 
Contemporary Southeast Asia)

BM613_000g_Abbreviations-prelims_50-54.indd   51BM613_000g_Abbreviations-prelims_50-54.indd   51 30/12/2021   10:31:33 am30/12/2021   10:31:33 am



Abbreviationslii

ISEAS ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, formerly the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

ISIS Institute of Security and International Studies
ISJP International Society for Japanese Philately
ISP-Myanmar Institute for Strategy and Policy – Myanmar
JBRS Journal of the Burma Research Society 
LESC Language Education and Social Cohesion 
LGBT  lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
LORAN  long-range navigation
LSE London School of Economics
MPT  Myanmar Posts and Telecommunications
MTA Mong Tai Army
NBR National Bureau of Asian Research
NGO non-governmental organization
NIAS Nordic Institute of Asian Studies
NIU Northern Illinois University
NLD National League for Democracy
NUS National University of Singapore
OB/ML Online Burma/Myanmar Library
ODA official development assistance
OECD Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development
OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights
OSS Office of Strategic Services
PACSEA Publications on Ancient Civilization in South 

East Asia 
POW prisoner of war
RACP Royal Australasian College of Physicians
RAF Royal Air Force
RCAF Royal Canadian Air Force
RSC Refugees Study Centre
SABREB South Asia and Burma Retrospective 
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SASEC South Asia Subregional Economic 
Cooperation

SEAC South East Asia Command
SEAMEO  Southeast Asia Ministers of Education 

Organisation
SEASP Southeast Asian Studies Program
SIIA Swedish Institute of International Affairs
SLORC State Law and Order Restoration Council
SOAS School of Oriental and African Studies
SPDC State Peace and Development Council
SSSNY School for Shan State Nationalities Youth
STEDT Sino-Tibetan Etymological Dictionary and 

Thesaurus
TRC Tai Revolutionary Council
UCL University College London
UG Underground
UK United Kingdom
UN United Nations
UNDP United Nations Development Programme
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organisation 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund
UNLD United Nationalities League for Democracy
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
US United States (of America)
USDA Union Solidarity and Development Association
USDP Union Solidarity and Development Party 
USIM Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia (Islamic 

Science University of Malaysia)
USIP United States Institute of Peace
WHO World Health Organization 
WPF  World Peace Foundation
YMCA Young Men’s Christian Association
YSPS Yangon School of Political Science
YWAM Youth With A Mission
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