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In Memory of Professor Josef Silverstein  
(1922–2021)

Professor Josef Silverstein and Mrs Marilyn Silverstein at their Connecticut home in 
2018. 

Source: Frank Silverstein.

We learned with great sadness of Professor Josef Silverstein’s passing, 
on 29 June 2021, at the age of 99, a week after his beloved wife, 
Mrs Marilyn Silverstein, passed away at age 90.

Professor Silverstein was the third director of ISEAS. A Burma 
expert from Rutgers University in New Jersey, he served a two-
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year term at the institute from 11 August 1970. Under Professor 
Silverstein’s leadership, the institute grew in staff strength and 
produced a steady stream of conferences, seminars and publications, 
including occasional papers and monographs. He also advocated 
for the development of local and regional scholars at the institute. 
Prof Silverstein, together with the first two directors, Prof Harry 
Benda and Prof John Legge, laid the foundations on which ISEAS 
stands today.

Having worked closely with Dr Goh Keng Swee and David 
Marshall to establish ISEAS as one of the first Southeast Asian 
research institutes dedicated to the study of sociopolitical, security 
and economic developments in Southeast Asia, Professor Silverstein 
handed the directorship over to Professor K.S. Sandhu on 1 July 1972.

Professor Silverstein was also the author and editor of several 
definitive books on Myanmar, including The Political Legacy of 
Aung San, Burmese Politics: The Dilemma of National Unity, and 
Burma: Military Rule and the Politics of Stagnation.

His professional papers and research collection—the Josef 
Silverstein Papers, 1944–2002—are now housed in the Division of 
Rare and Manuscript Collections at the Cornell University Library 
in Ithaca, New York.

Professor Silverstein will be greatly missed. He is buried next to 
his wife in Princeton, New Jersey. Our deepest condolences go to 
Mr Frank Silverstein, Dr Gordon Silverstein, Ms Maya Silverstein, 
Mrs Esther Brumberg Silverstein and family on the demise of their 
beloved parents and grandparents.
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