
117

About the Author

Helena Varkkey is a political scientist based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
Her area of specialization is political geography and environmental politics 
in Southeast Asia, especially the global politics of palm oil and haze 
in the region. For the past fifteen years of her academic career she has 
been researching issues of sustainability and governance within the palm 
oil industry. Her monograph, published in 2016, explores how political 
patronage can affect land use patterns in ways that can lead to unsustainable 
plantation expansion and fires, resulting in the persistent transboundary 
haze across Southeast Asia. Since then, she has broadened her research 
scope to include other related issues in the sector to better understand 
how development and sustainability can truly exist hand in hand in this 
part of the world, which is so blessed with natural resources. Over the 
years she has worked with social scientists from differing backgrounds 
(including economics, sociology and anthropology) as well as natural 
scientists (including soil, agriculture and atmospheric scientists) to further 
comprehend the complexity of this “wicked problem”. She maintains an 
academic blog at helenavarkkey.wordpress.com.

Masiah
Text Box
Reproduced from The Forests for the Palms: Essays on the Politics of Haze and the Environment in Southeast Asia,  by Helena Varkkey (Singapore: ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, 2021). This version was obtained electronically direct from the publisher on condition that copyright is not infringed. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of ISEAS Publishing. Individual chapters are available at <http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg>.

https://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg/





