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Stuart Robson is a leading specialist in the fields of Old Javanese Language and 
Literature. He has occupied the position of Senior Lecturer in Javanese at the University 
of Leiden in the Netherlands (1979–91), Associate Professor of Indonesian at Monash 
University, Melbourne, Australia (1991–2001), as well as Visiting Professor at the 
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (2014–15). His significant contributions to the 
advancement of scholarship over the years include a study of the Middle Javanese 
Pañji kidung Wangbang Wideya (earning him the degree of Doctor of Letters in 1971), 
collaboration with P.J. Zoetmulder in the preparation of the Old Javanese – English 
Dictionary (1982), and an English translation of Prapañca’s kakawin Deśawarṇana 
(1995). In 2019 he won the A.L. Becker “Southeast Asian Literature in Translation” 
Prize for his publication entitled The Old Javanese Rāmāyaṇa: a New English 
Translation. Robson is currently Adjunct Professor of Indonesian Studies in the School 
of Languages, Literatures, Cultures and Linguistics at Monash University. 
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Hadi Sidomulyo is an independent writer and historian, focusing on Javanese history 
of the pre-colonial period. His time spent as consultant to the Indonesian Department 
of Culture and Tourism, first in Yogyakarta (1986–89), and later in Surabaya (1989–94), 
stimulated a special interest in the study of historical topography. Between 1998 and 
2001 he conducted a ground survey of the route followed by the fourteenth century king 
Rājasanagara of Majapahit through eastern Java, as recorded in Prapañca’s Deśawarṇana. 
The results were later published under the title Napak Tilas Perjalanan Mpu Prapañca 
(2007). Since then he has written a series of articles dealing with problematic aspects 
of Javanese history, among them “From Kuṭa Rāja to Singhasāri: towards a revision 
of the dynastic history of 13th century Java” (2010), “Kṛtanagara and the resurrection 
of Mpu Bharāda” (2011), “Gravestones and candi stones: Reflections on the grave 
complex of Troloyo” (2014), and “Notes on the topography of ancient Java” (2018). 
He is presently engaged in an intensive exploration of the archaeological remains on 
Mt Penanggungan, East Java.
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