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The ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute (formerly Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies) is an autonomous organization established in 1968. It is  
a regional centre dedicated to the study of socio-political, security, 
and economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia and its 
wider geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s research 
programmes are grouped under Regional Economic Studies (RES), 
Regional Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social 
and Cultural Studies (RSCS). The Institute is also home to the ASEAN 
Studies Centre (ASC), the Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre (NSC), and the 
Singapore APEC Study Centre.

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued  
more than 2,000 books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher  
of research about Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS 
Publishing works with many other academic and trade publishers  
and distributors to disseminate important research and analyses from 
and about Southeast Asia to the rest of the world.
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vii

prefaCe

This book is primarily the outcome of a workshop held at the ISEAS 
– Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore in March 2018. Thirteen researchers 
studying contemporary Indonesian politics gathered at the Institute to 
discuss the extent to which the previous several years had ushered in 
a “new politics” or whether such a process was indeed evolving. The 
discussion also involved other researchers from the ISEAS Indonesian 
Studies Programme acting as discussants to the ideas presented by those 
who have contributed chapters. As reflected in this volume, the majority 
of those present were Indonesia-based researchers.

The reason for asking such questions about the extent of political 
change was that such a discussion was rife among both observers of 
Indonesian politics as well as actors and participants. In 2014, Joko 
Widodo, a furniture manufacturer and former mayor of the provincial  
city of Solo was elected president of Indonesia, defeating Prabowo 
Subianto, a Soeharto-era general and part of the milieu of conglomerate 
capital that had been dominant for so long in Indonesia. Was the  
election of a president from such a different social milieu than that 
which was seen to be previously dominant a symptom of deeper changes 
in Indonesian politics? Or was this new development less significant  
than many thought?

The eleven chapters in this book are a product of the workshop 
discussion as well as a reflection of the ongoing assessment of the 
individual authors. The topic is too wide and complex to expect a 
collection of 11 contributions such as this book to give definitive  
answers or resolve major issues. Furthermore, the chapters are not 
meant to reflect a consensual outcome but rather represent 11 individual 
contributions to a discussion of political developments over the last 
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viii Preface

several years, especially in relation to the issue of the depth and extent 
of political change. Although with an eye to the question of change 
versus continuity, these contributions also focus on specific aspects of 
recent developments. Only the first chapter makes an attempt to give  
a general picture of developments based on the materials in this book.  
It is likely that other kinds of summations of this material are also  
possible.

In any case, what is happening in Indonesia today is still in process. 
Attempts to sum up these developments in one work or collection  
while events are still unfolding would be unwise. We hope this book, 
however, will be a useful and interesting contribution to the ongoing 
discussion and analysis of current developments.

Max Lane
Yogyakarta, Indonesia

September 2018
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