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FOREWORD

Most of the chapters in Citizenship in Myanmar: Ways of Being in and from
Burma are based on papers presented at a July 2015 conference on “Burma/
Myanmar in Transition: Connectivity, Changes and Challenges” held at
Chiang Mai University. Additional special contributions come from six
community and political leaders from Myanmar, including senior officials
of Ethnic Armed Organizations.

Until recently, Myanmar studies focused primarily on democracy and
human rights. With the election in 2010, the government embarked on a
series of reforms to direct the country towards liberal democracy, a mixed
economy, and reconciliation, although doubts persist about the motives that
underpin such reforms. This has led to a new democratic system, ethnic
ceasefire talks, and the victory of the National League for Democracy (NLD)
in 2012. These changes have ushered in a turning point in Myanmar studies
— with the focus shifting to how the liberal government will deal with both
the country’s past as well as the present challenges of representation and the
meaning of Myanmar citizenship and national identity for the various ethnic
groups in Myanmar. This book examines the practices of citizenship and
the role of state and civil society in the linkages between culture, religion,
speech, access to land and, most importantly, access to opportunities. The
government faces major challenges in trying to unite the various ethnic and
religious groups in Myanmar behind its reformist agenda.

The research included here has examined the practices of citizenship in its
various aspects — including educational, cultural, religious and ethnic — to
investigate whether citizenship is a political instrument for national reform
or a representation of national identity. I hope this book leads to a better
understanding of our neighbour, including its sociopolitical transition and
the implications for regional development — and helps us to further our
cooperation with Myanmar.

Associate Professor Sampan Singharajwarapan, PhD
Vice-President, Chiang Mai University



CONTRIBUTORS

Ardeth Maung Thawnhmung, Chair of the Political Science Department,
University of Massachusetts at Lowell, USA.
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Myanmar Peace Centre.

Mikael Gravers, Associate Professor, Anthropology, Aarhus University,
Denmark.

Khu Oo Reh, Vice-Chairman of the Karenni National Progressive Party.

Helene Maria Kyed, Research Fellow at the Danish Institute of International
Studies, Copenhagen, Denmark.

Marie Lall, Professor of Education and South Asian Studies, Institute of
Education, University College London, UK.

Jacques P. Leider, Ecole frangaise d’Extréme-Orient, Bangkok and Yangon.

Gerard McCarthy, Ph.D. candidate at the Australian National University,
Canberra, Australia.

Nai Hongsa, Vice-Chairman of the New Mon State Party.
Nurul Islam, Chairman of the Arakan Rohingya National Organisation.

Nyi Nyi Kyaw, Postdoctoral Fellow at Centre for Asian Legal Studies at the
Faculty of Law at the National University of Singapore.

P’doh Kweh Htoo Win, General Secretary of the Karen National Union.

Sai Kheunsai, the founder and editor of the Shan Herald Agency for News.

Martin Smith, an independent author and consultant.
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College, Oxford University, UK.

Yadana, Director of Braveheart Foundation, Yangon.
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