
A
American Steam Rice Mill, 27
Anglo Oriental Company, 251
Anglo-Siamese Treaty, 229
ASEAN Economic Community 

(AEC), 373, 375
Asian Development Bank (ADB), 

374
automotive industry, 254, 292
Ayeyawady–Chao Phraya–Mekong 

Economic Cooperation Strategy 
(ACMECS), 217, 375

B
Bangkok

and Chiang Mai, 156, 157
government, 165–66
growth of, 106–8
highways linking Central Region 

to, 108
Siamese government in, 229
travelling from Northeast to, 

367–68
and Uttaradit, 157

Bangkok (1855–1932)
administrative affairs, 23–26

Note: Page numbers followed with “n” refer to footnotes.

Bangkok Postal Census (1883), 
18, 18n53

Boonrawd Brewery in, 31–32
Bowring Treaty (1855), 5, 7, 

7n15 
cement factory, 30
centralization effects, 16
Chinese population in, 17n52, 

19–23
cigarette and tobacco factories, 

30
domestic market expansion, 32
electric power, 29–30
ethnic division of labour, 19, 20
hotel trade, 33
ice manufacturing, 28–29
match factories, 31
Ministry of the Capital, 23–26
as port city, emergence of, 8–12
Privy Purse Bureau, 13–15, 

13n38
rice mills in, 27–28
road construction, 13–15, 32, 33
service sector, 32–36
soda water production, 29
transportation network, 34
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Bangkok (1932–60)
education institutions, 41
employment structure, 40
general election (1932), 36
industrial establishments in, 

42–46
industrialization after Second 

World War, 48–50
Population Census (1947), 51
road construction, 37–38
service sector, 51–52

Bangkok (after 1960)
Bangkok World Annual Review 

(1969), 70
built-up area, expansion of, 59
cheap labour, 72–78
construction sector, 55–56
disappearance of canals, 54
Far Eastern Economic Review 

(1990), 58
foreign direct investment, 68
gross domestic product of, 67
manufacturing sector, 56–57, 

66–69
migration, 60–64, 60n176, 

62n180
money wages and real wages, 64, 

65
population growth, 52–53
service sector, 70–72
tourism, 57–58, 70–71
urban growth, 54, 55

Bangkok-based government, 246
Bangkok Manufacturing Company, 

27, 29
Bangkok–Nakhon Ratchasima 

route, 314
Bangkok–Pak Nam Railway Line 

Company, 34
Bangkok–Ubon Ratchathani 

railway, 313

Bank of Thailand
establishment of, 48
financial report, 289, 376

Berli Jucker Company, 32
Bombay Burmah Company, 168
Boonrawd Brewery, 31–32
border trade, 217–25

“5 Chiang’s Strategy”, 217
expansion of, 220–21
impact on North’s economy, 220
at Mae Sot checkpoint, 220–22
Northeastern Region, 370–76
Thai–Laos, 219
Thai–Myanmar, 219–20

Bowring Treaty (1855), 1, 5, 7, 
7n15, 82, 87, 105–6, 147, 165, 
173, 259, 300, 302, 310

British-American Tobacco 
Company, 30, 175

British-Bangkok shipping lines, 8–9
British Consular Report, 27–28, 

155, 157n25, 158, 169, 170, 
241

British investment (1900), 168
Bush, John, 12, 12n36

C
Central Region, after Second World 

War, 106, 147
agricultural diversification, 

127–33
agricultural production systems, 

115–16
average farm cash income in, 

129–31
Bangkok’s growth, 106–8
Chao Phraya irrigation project, 

120
chemical fertilizer, 120, 121
economic development, 113–14
employment, 113
factories, 139–43
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farming households in, 115–19
freshwater fishing, 114–16
Green Revolution, 120, 124, 147
high-yielding rice varieties, 

120–21
Hua Hin, 145
income of farmers, 127
industrial businesses, 143–44
irrigation system, 120, 121, 125
machinery, agricultural, 121, 

125–26
marine fishing, 114–15
migration, 110–12
non-agricultural workers,  

112–13
Pattaya, 146
population, 110
rice production, 119–27
roads and highways, 108–10
rural service sector, 133–38
service businesses and stores, 

136–37, 148
small shops in, 133–35
sugarcane plantation, 129, 

129n138
tourism, 144–46
upland crops in, 127–29
vegetable and fruit farming, 133
wages on rice farms, 122–23

Central Region, until 1941
Chao Phraya River delta, 81–82
Chinese population in, 85
commercial rice trading, 91–93
debt status of Thai farmers, 

95–96
economic growth, 83
employment by sector, 86
factors influencing rice exports, 

90–91
farmland in, 88
fruit farming, 107
highways, 108–10

Hua Hin. See Hua Hin
irrigation projects in, 90–91
pulp and paper factory, 102
renting farmland, 96–97
rice farming, 82, 87–90
rice mills in, 98–99
service industry, 102–3
sugar industry, 82, 87, 100–1
worker distribution among, 98, 

100
Chanthaburi, durian production in, 

114
Chao Phraya River delta, 81–82, 

85, 129, 380
canals, network of, 91
farmland expansion in, 115
irrigation system, 120

Charoen Krung Road, 12, 13
Chatichai Choonhavan, 217, 322, 

371
Chatthip Nartsupha, 45
Chiang Mai

Anglo–Thai Treaty (1874), 165
British Consular Report, 155, 

157n25, 158
 bureaucratic system, expansion 

of, 156
economic growth, 156, 186
GPP of, 187
hotels and restaurants sector, 214
industrial growth, 186
manufacturing industry, 153
in mid nineteenth century, 155
and Moulmein, 157
in nineteenth century, 2
railway construction, 151
rice cultivation economy, 162
service sector, 180
teak trade industry, 151, 160
tobacco industry, 160
tourist attractions, 213–16
trade routes, 156
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transportation cost, 160
urban growth, 186–88

Chinese, in Bangkok, 6, 6n9,  
17n52

commercial life, 23
dwellings, construction of, 19, 22
rice milling, role in, 27

Chinese migrant workforce, 246
Chinese population, 239
Chino Siam Steam Navigation  

Co. Ltd., 10
Chonburi sugar factories, 141
cigarette industry, 175
coastal fisheries, 284, 285
Cold War era, 217
construction-related local industry, 

176
contract farming, 205, 351–53
Cook, Edward, 104
Crawfurd, John, 151
Credner, W., 307
Cross Border Transport Agreement 

(CBTA), 219

D
Damnoen Saduak, 131, 133
Damrong (Prince of Thailand), 315
Dilok Nabarath, 74

E
East Asiatic Company, 32
Eastern Shipping Company, 238
East–West Economic Corridor 

(EWEC), 372

F
fisheries industry, 262–65, 300
freshwater fish farming, 114–16
Friendship Highway, 109, 321,  

368
construction of, 327–28

G
German–Bangkok shipping lines, 

8–9
glutinous rice production, 198, 345
Golden Triangle, 221
Graham, W. A., 83, 307
Great Depression, impact of, 

38n113, 51
Greater Mekong Subregion 

(GMS) Economic Cooperation 
Program, 371–72

Green Revolution, 120, 120n115, 
123

class differentiations and, 124

H
Hokkien Chinese, 240
home industry, 211–12, 226
Hua Hin, 103–6, 144

beach houses, 103
development budget, 104
growth of, 145
Railway Hotel, 104–5

I
Industrial Census (1997), 69, 209
Industrial Estate Authority of 

Thailand (IEAT), 222
Ingram, J.C., 87
International Labour Orgnization 

(ILO), 203
International Rubber Regulation 

Agreement, 256

J
Japan–Bangkok shipping lines, 

9–10
Japan International Cooperation 

Agency (JICA), 374
Japan, investment in, 68, 68n195
Johnston, David, 96
Jones, Henry, 250
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K
Kamphaengphet (Prince of 

Thailand), 104, 251
Kanchanaburi factory, 102
kenaf farming, 340–41
Khaw Sim Bee, 244, 250, 253
khlong Phadung Krung Kasem, 

12–13
Khon Kaen, 316, 329

border trade, 375–76
commercial and service 

establishments, 364
development centre, 329
jute processing plant, 356
of Northeastern Region, 324
per capita income, 331
population, 323
rice productivity, 335

Khorat Plateau, 303, 306
Kitahara, 91, 138
Klai Kangwon Palace, 103, 104
Kornerup, Ebbe, 255

L
labour-intensive technique, 246
Lamphun Industrial Estate, 186
Laos

dam construction in, 349, 350
Northeast and, border trade, 371, 

373, 375
Laotian population, in Northeastern 

Region, 303
Leckie, Charles S., 97–98
limited industrialization, reasons 

for, 43–46

M
Mae Klong River Basin, 129
Malayan Nationalist Movement, 

230
Malloch, M.E., 83
Markwald’s Mill, 27

Mekong river, 303, 349–50
migration

Bangkok, 60–64, 60n176, 62n180
Northeastern Region, 325–27

Migration Survey (2009), 63, 64
Miles, Edward, 250
Ministry of the Capital, 23–36, 79
monthon

of Nakhon Ratchasima, 305
Nakhon Sawan, 162, 176, 179
of Nakhon Si Thammarat, 232, 

235–37, 259, 260
Pattani, 232
Phayap, 152, 155, 158, 160, 162
Phitsanulok, 162, 176, 179
Phuket, 231, 232, 237, 255, 299
rice production by, 260, 261

Muslim Malayans, 230

N
Nakhon Chai Si, sugarcane 

plantations, 87n10, 101
Nakhon Phanom, border trade at, 

375
Nakhon Ratchasima, 305, 306, 377

Chatchai Choonhavan’s 
government, 322

commercial and service 
establishments, 364

construction of railway, 312
economic centre, 321
gunny-bag factory in, 355–56
manufacturing plants in, 354,  

355
raw silk, 312
rice production, 334–35

Nakhon Sawan provinces
monthon, 162, 176, 179
non-agricultural workers, 153
rice mills in, 176, 206–7

Nakhon Si Thammarat
growth in, 256
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monthon of, 232, 235–37, 259, 
260

tin mining business in, 251
Naret (Prince of Thailand), 103
National Economic Development 

Plan, 291, 321, 328, 369
Nong Khai, trade at, 371, 372
North, Douglass, 90
Northeastern Region, after Second 

World War, 377
agricultural land holdings, 

342–43
agricultural technology, 345–46
arable land per capita, 341–42
border trade, 370–76
cassava farming, 341
commercial and service 

establishments in, 364–66
commercial bank branches, 

369–70
contract farming, 351–53
dams construction, 348–49
development plan, 324, 328–29
economy, 325, 327–32
emigration rate, 326
gross regional product of, 329–

31, 342
growth of cities, 321–25
highways and economy 

integration, 335–36, 367–70
hired farm labour, 347–48
household consumption of rice, 

344–45
immigration, 326–27
kenaf farmland, 340
landholding, 341–44
manufacturing establishments 

in, 356–59, 361, 361n161, 
362–63

migration, 325–27
Nakhon Ratchasima, 321–22, 

334–35

natural resources, 348
non-agricultural income, 346–47
per capita income of, 331–33
population, 319–21
rice milling, 354, 360
rice production, 334–35, 337–39
service sector, 364–67
sticky rice, 338–39
tobacco factories, 353
tourism in, 367
United States military bases, 

322–24, 378
upland crops, 325–26, 339–41

Northeastern Region, until 1941
employment by economic sector, 

308–9
exported goods, 312–13
landholding issues, 314
Laotian population, 303
levies, 302–3
Nakhon Ratchasima, 306–7
population, 304–5
railways, 312–14
rice mills, 316, 317
rice trade, 312–13
service sector, employed workers 

in, 316, 317
silk farming, 310–12
sticky rice, 314
subsistence economy, 314–15, 

315n38
Thai owned retail stores, 318–19
Ubon Ratchathani, 307–8

Northern Region, after Second 
World War

agricultural sector, 191
border trade, 217–25
economic growth, 188–90
farmers income, 205
foreign workers in, 210
forest, 202–3
glutinous rice, 198
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home industry, 211–12, 226
immigration rate, 182
income and wages, 203–5
irrigation system in, 196
landholdings, 191–94
migration rate in, 185, 185n117
population, 182–84
rice mills in, 206–9
rice yields per rai, 193
road construction, 195
shifting cultivation, 190, 202–3
sugarcane cultivation, 201
teak industry, 225–26
tobacco cultivation, 201–2
tourism, 213–16
upland crops in, 194–95, 200–2
urban growth, 186–88
waterway transportation, 225
wood handicrafts and products 

industry, 206
Northern Region, until 1941

Burma, trade with, 150
centralization, 158
Chiang Mai. See Chiang Mai
cigarette industry, 175
commercial development of, 153
construction-related local 

industry, 176
economy, 157–60
glutinous rice, 161
industrial workers of, 177
irrigation ditch system, 161
landforms in, 161
lower and upper, 149
manufacturing sector workers in, 

178
monthon Phayap, 152, 155, 158, 

162
in nineteenth century, 150
non-agricultural workers in 1937, 

153, 154
population in 1909, 152

rice production in, 158–63, 176
sawmill industry, 176, 177
shifting cultivation, 161
teak industry, 151
textile industry, 173–75
timber business. See timber 

business industry
waterway transportation, 150, 

151, 157, 160, 179
Yunnan, trade with, 150

O
ocean fisheries, 284
Office of National Economic and 

Social Development Board 
(NESDB), 285, 291

ore mining industry, 2
Oriental Soda Company, 29
Oriental, The, 33

P
“Paknam” incident, 10
Pak Thong Chai District, 354
Palfreymenan, A.W., 250
palm-oil production, 283–84
Pan Malayan Movement, 230
Pasuk Phongpaichit, 68n195
Pattaya, growth of, 146
Patt, Halls, 95
Phibun Songkhram, 36
Phra Sarasasana Palakhandh, 264, 

267
Phraya Bhirom Bhakdi, 31–32
Phraya Ratsadanupradit Mahisara 

Phakdi, 241, 241n33, 254n63
Phuket

Chinese immigrant workers, 
238–40

construction sector, 297
employment structure, 301
foreign investment, 296
gross provincial product of, 295
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hotels and rooms in, 294
mine workers in, 241, 252
monthon of, 231, 232, 237, 255
population of, 239
tourism and, 296–97

Population Census
Bangkok, 51–52
of Northeastern Region, 304–5
of Southern Region, 231–32, 265

Privy Purse Bureau (PPB), 13–15, 
13n38, 24

Provincial Commerce Company 
(borisat changwat), 51

R
Rama I (King of Thailand), 235
Rama II (King of Thailand), 13n38, 

229
Rama III (King of Thailand), 6–7, 

82
Rama IV (King of Thailand), 13n38
Rama V (King of Thailand), 16, 88, 

98, 156, 229, 239, 302
Rama VI (King of Thailand), 103, 

155, 175n79, 263
Rama VII (King of Thailand), 103
Rangsit, landlord–tenant 

relationships, 92–93
Rasi Salai Dam, 349
raw silk, export/import of, 174, 312
rice-centred system, in Central 

Plain, 115–16
rice mills, 226

Central Region, 98–99
Northeastern Region, 316, 317, 

354, 360
rice production, 259–62

Central Region, 119–27
Northeastern Region, 334–35, 

337–39
Northern Region, 151, 158–63, 

176, 188, 196

river transportation, 2
Royal Forest Department, 166
Royal State Railway of Thailand, 243
rubber industry, 253–58, 280–83, 

300–1
Rubber Research Institute of 

Malaya, 258

S
Saraburi

maize in, 109
sack-weaving factory in, 138–39

Sarit Thanarat, 66, 327, 328
Sawannakhet, 373, 374
sawmill industry, 176, 177
Second Mekong International 

Bridge (SMIB), 374–75
shifting cultivation, 161, 190–91
Siam, 304

Chinese in, 17n52
landholdings in, 74
population of, 74
shipping lines in, 10n26
trade and services, 46

Siam Cement Company, 30
Siam Commercial Bank (1927), 160
Siamese Steamship Co. Ltd., 11
Siamese Tin Syndicate, 251
Siam Match Factory, 31
Singapore–Bangkok shipping lines, 

10
Skinner, W. G., 45
Slade, Herbert, 166
Smyth, H. Warington, 306–7
Songkhla Port, 272–73, 277
Southern Muslim provinces, 229
Southern Region, after Second 

World War, 267
agricultural and non-agricultural 

sectors, 275–78
economic development of, 269, 

289–91
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fisheries, 284–87
gross regional product of, 278–79
hotels and tourism, 293
migration and city growth, 

272–74
Muslim inhabitants, 270–71
palm oil, 283–84
Phuket economy, 294–99
population growth rate in, 268
rubber production, 280–83

Southern Region, until 1941
and Bangkok’s economy, 243
Chinese working population, 

232–33
coconut exports, 266–67
commerce growth, 231
by economic sector, 233, 234, 

301
fisheries industry, 262–65
geography and resources, 230
Malays and Indians ethnicity,  

232
Nakhon Si Thammarat trade, 

235–37
Phuket, 237–41
population and settlement, 

231–34
rice production, 259–62
roads construction in, 247
rubber industry, 253–58
society and culture, 228
tin mining. See tin mining 

industry
Sternstein, Larry, 304–5
sticky rice, 314, 338–39
Stifel, Laurence, 280
Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET), 

58
Suez Canal, opening of, 90
Suphan Buri, 95, 96
Swan, William L., 174n76

T
Tak Province

Mae Sot checkpoint in, 220
population in, 222

teak industry, 151, 168, 225–26
textile industry, 173–75
Thailand–China Free Trade 

Agreement, 224
Thailand Road Investment Program, 

110
Thai–Lao Friendship Bridge, 371, 

373
Thai–Laos border trade, 219, 372, 

373
Thai–Myanmar border trade, 220
Thai Sugar Co. Ltd., 101–2
Thammasat University, 41
Thanyaburi, landlord–tenant 

relationships in, 93
“thesaphiban” system, 152, 156, 

158, 229, 241
Thompson, Virginia, 37
Thung Pho Thale Self-Help 

Settlement, Kamphaeng Phet, 
111, 185

timber business industry, 164–69, 
225–26

economic growth, 172
Khmu workers in, 170–71
labour shortage, 170

tin mining industry, 241
Bangkok-based government,  

246
Chinese with interests, 244
economic depression in, 251
export growth, 245, 247
foreign investment in, 248
labour-intensive technique, 246
in nineteenth century, 243
Western investments in, 253

tobacco industry, 160, 201–2, 353
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Tongkah Harbour Tin Dredging 
Company, 239, 239n25, 248, 
250

Transportation Consultation Inc., 
273

U
Ubon Ratchathani

French Consular Report, 307–8
population, 323

Udon Thani, 356
commercial and service 

establishments, 364
field crops farmland, 325–26
population, 323

Udon Thani–Nakhon Phanom 
highway, 335–36

United States
military bases in Thailand, 

322–24
in Vietnam War, 327

United States Operations Mission 
(USOM), 333, 371

upland crops
Central Region, 127–29
Northeastern Region, 325–26, 

339–41
Northern Region, 194–95, 200–2

V
Vajiravudh (Crown Prince of 

Thailand), 239
Vietnam War, 69–70

W
wood handicrafts and products 

industry, 206

Z
Zimmerman, Carle C., 74, 159

rural survey (1931), x, 89, 179, 
260, 313–14
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