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a regional centre dedicated to the study of socio-political, security, 
and economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia and its 
wider geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s research 
programmes are grouped under Regional Economic Studies (RES), 
Regional Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social 
and Cultural Studies (RSCS). The Institute is also home to the ASEAN 
Studies Centre (ASC), the Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre (NSC), and the 
Singapore APEC Centre.

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued  
more than 2,000 books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher  
of research about Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS 
Publishing works with many other academic and trade publishers  
and distributors to disseminate important research and analyses from 
and about Southeast Asia to the rest of the world.
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To M.B. Hooker, 

 whose scholarship and passion started it all.
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Preface

This book stems from a symposium held at the Faculty of Law of the 
National University of Singapore on 27–28 September 2012 in honour 
of Professor M.B. Hooker. Professor Hooker was a pioneer in the field 
of legal pluralism. In fact, his scholarship laid the foundation of the 
field. His 1975 book Legal Pluralism: An Introduction to Colonial and 
Neo-Colonial Laws (1975) was seminal and opened this field of study. 
The man has been tremendously influential.

In the first chapter of this book, entitled M.B. Hooker and Southeast 
Asian Law: Path-breaking Passions, Veronica Taylor traces the career of  
M.B. Hooker and gives us a list of his publications. I will therefore  
refrain from doing this in this preface. I will however state my  
admiration for the man and scholar. Professor Hooker has been very 
influential on me (and so many others), yet I met him for the first 
time only at the symposium we held in 2012. Although by all accounts 
M.B. Hooker has been generous in his personal support for young 
scholars, in my case, due to distance, his influence was not personal 
but truly merely intellectual, which makes it clear that the man has 
been a leader in the field. 

The chapters of this book are very diverse, reflecting the breadth of 
legal pluralism and of M.B. Hooker’s scholarship, which covered legal 
pluralism, Islamic law, Malaysian and Indonesian law, adat law, etc.  
I will not here introduce each of the chapters — the table of contents 
should suffice to show the breadth of this collection. It is however an 
homage to M.B. Hooker that colleagues with such diverse interests 
readily volunteered for a symposium and book in his honour — it 
shows the breadth of his own scholarship and its influence. All the 
chapters relate to legal pluralism. All of them relate to Asia (which 
goes as far as Israel). 
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x Preface

I wish to thank my colleagues Veronica Taylor of the Australian 
National University and Michael Dowdle of the National University  
of Singapore for assisting me in editing some of the chapters of  
this book.

On a sad note, we were very sorry to learn of the loss of two 
contributors between the symposium and the publication of this book. 
Professor H. Patrick Glenn, another giant in the field of comparative 
law, has passed away. His wife, Jane Glenn, also of McGill University, 
has kindly agreed to the publication of the final version of his chapter. 
Franz von Benda-Beckmann, who had co-written a chapter with his 
wife Keebet von Benda-Beckmann, also sadly passed away before the 
publication of this book. A great lost to all of us and to anthropology 
generally. We are grateful that Professor Keebet did the final editing 
on behalf of both of them.

I hope you will enjoy the book as much as I enjoyed working 
with this group of authors.

Gary F. Bell
National University of Singapore

28 August 2016
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