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The Strategic Information and Research Development Centre (SIRD) 
is an independent publishing house founded in January 2000 in Petaling 
Jaya, Malaysia. The SIRD list focuses on Malaysian and Southeast Asian 
studies, economics, gender studies, social sciences, politics and international 
relations. Our books address the scholarly community, students, the NGO 
and development communities, policymakers, activists and the wider public. 
SIRD also distributes titles (via its sister organisation, GB Gerakbudaya 
Enterprise Sdn Bhd) published by scholarly and institutional presses, NGOs 
and other independent publishers. We also organise seminars, forums and 
group discussions. All this, we believe, is conducive to the development and 
consolidation of the notions of civil liberty and democracy. 

The ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute (formerly Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies) was established as an autonomous organization in 1968. 
It is a regional centre dedicated to the study of socio-political, security 
and economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia and its wider 
geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s research programmes 
are the Regional Economic Studies (RES, including ASEAN and APEC), 
Regional Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social and 
Cultural Studies (RSCS).

 ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued more than 
2,000 books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of research 
about Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publishing works with 
many other academic and trade publishers and distributors to disseminate 
important research and analyses from and about Southeast Asia to the rest 
of the world.
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Glossary & Definitions 

1MDB  1Malaysia Development Berhad 
ADMO   Alliance Direct Membership Organisation
Amanah   Parti Amanah Negara, National Trust Party
BN Barisan Nasional, National Front
Bumiputera  Malays and non-Malay indigenous peoples of 

Malaysia 
Ceramah  Political rallies, usually centred around stump-

speeches
DAP   Democratic Action Party
EC Election Commission (see SPR)
Gotong-royong  Cooperative community work effort
JASA   Jabatan Hal Ehwal Khas, Department of Special 

Affairs
JKKK   Jawatankuasa Kemajuan dan Keselamatan 

Kampung, Village Security and Development 
Committee

KEMAS   Jabatan Kemajuan Masyarakat, Community 
Development Department

NCR  Native customary rights (particularly to land)
PAS  Parti Islam seMalaysia, Pan-Malaysian Islamic 

Party
PBB   Parti Pesaka Bumiputera Bersatu, United 

Bumiputera Heritage Party 
PBDSB   Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak Baru, New Sarawak 

Dayak People’s Party 
Pembangkang  Political opposition
PKR   Parti Keadilan Rakyat, People’s Justice Party
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PRS   Parti Rakyat Sarawak, Sarawak People’s Party
S4S Sarawak for Sarawakians
SABERKAS   Pertubuhan Belia Kebangsaan Bersatu Sarawak, 

Sarawak United National Youth Organisation
SIB  Sidang Injil Borneo, Borneo Evangelical Mission
SNAP Sarawak National Action Party
SPDP  Sarawak Progressive Democratic Party 
SPR  Suruhanjaya Pilihan Raya, Election Commission 

(see EC)
SSE  Sarawak state election
STAR State Reform Party
SUPP  Sarawak United People’s Party 
TERAS  Parti Tenaga Rakyat Sarawak, Sarawak People’s 

Energy Party
Turun padang  Going ‘down to the ground’ (walkabouts)
Ubah  Change
UEC   Unified Examination Certificate
UMNO   United Malays National Organisation
UPP  United People’s Party 
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