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Notes on Language, Terminology and
Geographical Names

In this volume, “Burma”is used to refer to the country under British colonial
rule up until 1989; “Myanmar” is used when referring to the country from
1989 onwards.

“Burmese” is used as an adjective, for example when referring to
language and nationality. With regard to the names of ethnic groups, both
former and current terms are used and presented as “Burman/Bamar’,
“Karen/Kayin” and so on.

Authors who have deviated from these conventions have made their

preferences known in the endnotes of their individual chapters.
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