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Coyan  A weight equivalent to approximately 1,334.7 kilograms.
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Kongsi A partnership, company, secret society, or other 
shareholding socioeconomic grouping.

Orlong  An area equivalent to 1.333 acres.
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Picul or Pikul  A weight equivalent to approximately 60.48 kilograms.
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Rupee The basic Indian unit of currency; worth about one-half 
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Seh A Chinese family name or surname organization.

Singkeh Literally “new guest” refers to a newly arrived Chinese 
immigrant from China.

Tahil A weight equivalent to about 38 grams.

Towkay A business owner or boss; used to refer to a merchant.
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A.V.R.O.S. Algemeene Vereeniging van Rubber Planters tier Osstkust 
van Sumatra (General Association of Rubber Planters of 
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KPM Koninklijke Paketvaart Maatschappij  
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p., pp. Page or pages in an article or book

PGSC Pinang Gazette and Straits Chronicle

PAMA The Penang Argus and Mercantile Advertiser

Rs Rupee

Sp Spanish Dollar

vol. Volume
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notes on sPeLLing  
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Throughout this book, the names for Chinese individuals, associations, 
and companies are mostly in the spelling used in the sources — Hokkien, 
Hakka, Teochew, or Cantonese. Where I was unable to discover the Chinese 
characters, I use only the transcripts. Except for the names of the places 
in China which are in Hanyu Pinyin. 

notes on CurrenCies

The symbol of $ refers to Spanish dollar which was the standard currency 
used in the nineteenth-century Straits Settlements. From 1903 to 1934, 
Straits dollar replaced Spanish dollar as a standard unit of account for trade 
in the Straits Settlements and Southeast Asia.

$ 100 .......................................................................210.85 Sicca Rupees
$ 100 .......................................................................252.27 Dutch Guilders
$ 100 .......................................................................26.50 Sterling
$ 100 .......................................................................7 Sterling
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maP i
map of Penang and its surrounding states in the nineteenth Century

Source: John Crawfurd, History of the Indian Archipelago: containing an account of the 
manners, arts, languages, religions, institutions, and commerce of its inhabitants, vol. 1, 
no. 1 (Edinburgh, 1820).
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Image 2
Sir James Hugh Low

Source: Arkib Negara Malaysia (National Archive of Malaysia).
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Image 3
Khoo Thean Teik

Source: Taken by the author in Penang with the permission of Boon San Tong.
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Image 4
Chung Keng Kwee

Source: Courtesy of Tan Yeow Wooi.
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Image 5
J.W.W. Birch

Source: Arkib Negara Malaysia (National Archive of Malaysia).
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Image 6
Loke Yew

Source: Arkib Negara Malaysia (National Archive of Malaysia).
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Image 7
Tan Wee ghee

Source: Courtesy of Tan Yeow Wooi.
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Source: Original map provided by Tan Yeow Wooi Culture & Heritage Research 
Studio, Penang.

maP 1
Location of Khoo Kongsi and Khoo Thean Teik’s Shop Houses

Passage or route used by Khoo Thean Teik to carry arms and opium.
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