Reproduced from Electoral Dynamics in Malaysia: Findings from the Grassroots, edited by Meredith L. Weiss
(Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2014). This version was obtained electronically direct from the
publisher on condition that copyright is not infringed. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the

prior permission of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. Individual articles are available at
<http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg>.

Electoral
Dynamics
In Malaysia



Masiah
Text Box
Reproduced from Electoral Dynamics in Malaysia: Findings from the Grassroots, edited by Meredith L. Weiss (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2014). This version was obtained electronically direct from the publisher on condition that copyright is not infringed. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. Individual articles are available at 
<http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg>. 

http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

The Strategic Information and Research Development Centre (SIRD)
is an independent publishing house founded in January 2000 in Petaling
Jaya, Malaysia. The SIRD list focuses on Malaysian and Southeast Asian
studies, economics, gender studies, social sciences, politics and international
relations. Our books address the scholarly communities, students, the NGO
and development communities, policymakers, activists and the wider public.
SIRD also distributes titles (via its sister organisation, GB Gerakbudaya
Enterprise Sdn Bhd) published by scholarly and institutional presses, NGOs
and other independent publishers. We also organise seminars, forums and
group discussions. All these, we believe, are conducive to the development and
consolidation of the notions of civil liberty and democracy.

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an
autonomous organization in 1968. It is a regional centre dedicated to the study
of socio-political, security and economic trends and developments in Southeast
Asia and its wider geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s
research programmes are the Regional Economic Studies (RES, including
ASEAN and APEC), Regional Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and
Regional Social and Cultural Studies (RSCS).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued more than 2,000
books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of research about
Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publishing works with many
other academic and trade publishers and distributors to disseminate important
research and analyses from and about Southeast Asia to the rest of the world.



Electoral
Dynamics
In Malaysia

FINDINGS FROM THE GRASSROOTS

eoimed BY MEREDITH L. WEISS




Copyright © 2014 Strategic Information and Research Development Centre & Meredith L. Weiss

First published in Malaysia in 2014 by:

Strategic Information and Research Development Centre

No. 11 Lorong 11/4E, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia
Fax: (60) 3 7954 9202

Email: sird@streamyx.com

Website: www.gerakbudaya.com

ISBN: 978-967-0630-08-3 (SIRD pbk.)

for exclusive distribution in Malaysia and non-exclusive distribution outside Malaysia and Singapore

Co-published in Singapore in 2014 by:

ISEAS Publishing

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, Pasir Panjang,
Singapore 119614

Email: publish@iseas.edu.sg

Website: http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

ISBN: 978-981-4519-11-3 (ISEAS Publishing pbk.)

for exclusive distribution in Singapore and non-exclusive distribution outside Malaysia and Singapore.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or
otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publishers.

ISEAS Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Electoral Dynamics in Malaysia: findings from the grassroots / edited by Meredith Weiss.
1. Malaysia. Parlimen. Dewan Rakyat—Elections, 2013.
2. Elections—Malaysia.
I. Weiss, Meredith L., 1972-
JQ1062 A95E391 2014
ISBN 978-981-4519-11-3 (soft cover)
ISBN 978-981-4519-12-0 (e-book, PDF)

Perpustakaan Negara Malaysia Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Electoral Dynamics in Malaysia: findings from the grassroots / edited by Meredith L. Weiss.
ISBN: 978-967-0630-08-3
1. Elections-Malaysia
2. Malaysia-Politics and government.
1. Weiss, Meredith L.
324.9595

Copy-editing by Kay Margaret Lyons
Typeset in Minion Pro by Janice Cheong
Cover photograph by Meredith L. Weiss
Cover design by Janice Cheong

Printed by Vinlin Press Sdn Bhd

2 Jalan Meranti Permai 1

Meranti Permai Industrial Park
Batu 15, Jalan Puchong

47100 Puchong, Selangor, Malaysia



List of Tables

Contents

Foreword by Ooi Kee Beng

Acknowledgements

Glossary & Acronyms

CHAPTER 1

CHAPTER 2

CHAPTER 3

CHAPTER 4

CHAPTER 5

CHAPTER 6

CHAPTER 7

CHAPTER 8

Introduction: Patterns and Puzzles in Malaysian
Electoral Dynamics
Meredith L. Weiss

Arau, Perlis: The Irresistible Charm of Warlords,
Women and Rewards?
Chiok Phaik Fern

Padang Serai, Kedah: Between the ‘Personal Touch’
and the Generous Hand
Marcus Cheng

Kuala Nerus, Terengganu: New Malay Politics?
Che Hamdan Che Mohd Razali

Balik Pulau, Penang: Home Run for the Home Boys
Teo Sue Ann

Lumut, Perak: Patronage, Clientelism and the
Post-Coup Order
Reema B. Jagtiani

Kuantan, Pahang: Revealing the Ordinary
Nazreen Mohamad

Pandan, Selangor: New Electoral Dynamics in
Urban Malaysia
Wong Pui Yi

vii
ix
xi

XV

17

35

51

65

81

95

107



vi  Electoral Dynamics in Malaysia

CHAPTER 9

CHAPTER 10

CHAPTER 11

CHAPTER 12

CHAPTER 13

CHAPTER 14

CHAPTER 15

CHAPTER 16

CHAPTER 17

Contributors

Kepong and Titiwangsa, Kuala Lumpur:
Messages or Money?
Choong Pui Yee

125

Rembau, Negeri Sembilan: Personalities and Promises

Goh Teck Fann

Pulai, Johor: A Tale of Two Coalitions
Koh Chien Aun

Gelang Patah, Johor: Did Lim Kit Siang Truly Win
His Last Gamble?
Ho Yi Jian

Kota Marudu and Keningau, Sabah: Personality,
Patronage and Parochial Politics
Arnold Puyok

Tuaran, Sabah: Party Loyalty and Rational Voting
Haijon Gunggut

Kota Kinabalu, Sabah: BN Loses Its ‘Fixed Deposit’
Anantha Raman Govindasamy and Lai Yew Meng

Beaufort, Sabah: Whither Lajim’s Popularity?
Tony Paridi Bagang

Sibu and Lanang, Sarawak: Defeat of the Bosses
Ngu Ik Tien

139

153

167

181

197

209

223

235

251



List of Tables

Table 1 : Arau, Perlis 17
Table 2 : Padang Serai, Kedah 35
Table 3 : Kuala Nerus, Terengganu 51
Table 4 : Balik Pulau, Penang 65
Table 5 : Lumut, Perak 81
Table 6 : Kuantan, Pahang 95
Table 7 : Pandan, Selangor 107
Table 8 : Kepong and Titiwangsa, Kuala Lumpur 125
Table 9 : Rembau, Negeri Sembilan 139
Table 10: Pulai, Johor 153
Table 11: Gelang Patah, Johor 167
Table 12: Kota Marudu and Keningau, Sabah 181
Table 13: Tuaran, Sabah 197
Table 14: Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 209
Table 15: Beaufort, Sabah 223

Table 16: Lanang and Sibu, Sarawak 235

vii






Foreword

Malaysia’s 13t general elections took place the same year that the country
celebrated its 50" anniversary as a confederation formed through the
combining of the Federation of Malaya with Sabah, Sarawak and Singapore
(Singapore left after two years). This is significant for several reasons.

The election results saw the long-term ruling coalition, Barisan Nasional,
staying in power thanks to the support it received from the largely rural East
Malaysian states. This increased reliance by the federal government on Sabah
and Sarawak had been obvious already in the 2008 elections, but this time
around it avoided an excruciating loss of power thanks to them.

The political, demographic, socio-economic and ethnic structure of
Sabah and Sarawak is extremely different from that found in Peninsular
Malaysia. Thus, the new balance of power forces the central government to
give increasing consideration — and respect — to the East Malaysians and the
special conditions they live under. Their representation in Cabinet is higher
than ever before, and their ability to raise demands on the federal budget is
also greatly increased.

That is one significant and rather obvious change. Another is the fact
that their raised status in the power calculus of the country will over time
have great impact on the basic and greatly simplified concepts concerning
ethnicity and religion, which have defined political discourses for decades.

This is borne out by the realization among opposition parties — which
won the popular vote but failed to take power due to the distorted nature
of the electoral system - that they cannot really dislodge the BN unless
they advance from the comfort of their urban strongholds and seriously re-
strategise in order to become relevant to rural folk and to voters in Sabah
and Sarawak.

To me, this is one of the most important of the new scenarios to
consider as Malaysian politics struggles to make the two-party system that
has recently come into being in the country credible and sustainable.
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Sabah and Sarawak had for decades been neglected in the nation
building process, not to say aggressively exploited. The new situation cannot
but bring about profound changes in how Malaysians consider their complex
and diverse nature, as well as the matrix of their politics.

This present work is thus highly important in that it seeks to hear what
the grassroots are saying, and as the title further tells us, it is cognisant of
the necessity to discern the new dynamics pervading the country.

Coming so quickly after the elections, it may contain some weaknesses,
but this is more than compensated for by the extent of its various individual
studies and by the enormous amount of data collected herein for serious
scholars of contemporary Malaysia to contemplate and to build upon. Many
more aspects of Malaysian politics that will become significant in the coming
years other than the one I mentioned above are here to be appraised.

ISEAS is very proud indeed to have been involved in a variety of ways in
the production of this volume, and looks forward to more such collaboration
in the coming years.

Dr OOI KEE BENG
Deputy Director, ISEAS
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Ahli Dewan Undangan Negeri (state legislator)
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operations centre

Barisan Nasional (National Front)

Bantuan Rakyat 1Malaysia, 1Malaysia People’s Aid
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political rally or gathering, primarily featuring speeches
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MB

MCA
Menteri Besar
MIC

MP
Muslimat
NCR
Orang Asli
Pakatan
PAS

PBB

PBS
PDM
PKR
PPP
PTPTN

Puteri UMNO

SAPP
SMSL
STAR
SUPP
TOL
ubah
ulama
UMNO
UPKO

UPU
Wanita UMNO

Menteri Besar (Chief Minister)

Malaysian Chinese Association

Chief Minister

Malaysian Indian Congress

Member of Parliament

women’s wing of Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS)
native customary rights

indigenous peoples

Pakatan Rakyat (People’s Alliance)

Parti Islam SeMalaysia (Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party)
Parti Pesaka Bumiputera Bersatu (United Traditional
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Parti Bersatu Sabah (Sabah United Party)

pusat daerah mengundi (voting district centre)

Parti Keadilan Rakyat (People’s Justice Party)
People’s Progressive Party

Perbadanan Tabung Pendidikan Tinggi Nasional,
National Higher Education Fund Corporation
young women’s wing of United Malays National
Organisation

Sabah Progressive Party

Save Malaysia, Stop Lynas!

State Reform Party

Sarawak United Peoples’ Party

temporary occupation licence

change

Islamic scholar

United Malays National Organisation

United Pasokmomogun Kadazandusun Murut
Organisation

unit peti undi (voting units)

women’s wing of United Malays National Organisation





