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The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an 
autonomous organization in 1968. It is a regional centre dedicated to the 
study of socio-political, security and economic trends and developments 
in Southeast Asia and its wider geostrategic and economic environment. 
The Institute’s research programmes are the Regional Economic Studies 
(RES, including ASEAN and APEC), Regional Strategic and Political 
Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social and Cultural Studies (RSCS).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued more 
than 2,000 books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of 
research about Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publishing 
works with many other academic and trade publishers and distributors 
to disseminate important research and analyses from and about Southeast 
Asia to the rest of the world.
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PREFACE

Southeast Asia and East Asia have been hailed as success stories of 
economic growth, but poverty, the environment, and climate change 
remain major challenges. Poverty reduction is often said to compete with 
efforts to save the environment and respond to climate change. It is 
also argued that policies on the environment and climate change should 
not be carried out at the expense of eradicating poverty or promoting 
economic growth. This book tries to show that it is possible to reduce 
poverty, protect the environment, and respond to climate change at 
the same time — if certain policies are followed. The book provides 
evidence from Southeast Asia, East Asia, and the Pacific as a basis for  
recommending triple-win development policies. To emphasize the 
relationships between the three “wins”, the book introduces a spatial 
approach to poverty, one that focuses on the environments in which the 
poor live, i.e., regions where the environment — often aggravated by 
climate change — are major determinants of poverty. These areas are 
flood-prone and disaster-affected lands, uplands, coastlands, dryland, 
and slums.

“Environments of the Poor” was the theme of a conference which 
the Asian Development Bank and seventeen development partners 
organized on 24–26 November 2010 in New Delhi.1 The papers on 
Southeast Asia, East Asia, and the Pacific at this conference were revised 
and edited for this publication. The papers on South Asia make up a 
separate volume, being jointly published by Oxford University Press 
of India and the Asian Development Bank. A third volume will be 
published that includes papers of a more general nature, including the 
conceptual background. The main title shared by all three volumes is 
The Environments of the Poor. 

This volume is published jointly by the Asian Development  
Bank (ADB) and the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), with 
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