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A
AAC. See ASEAN Architect Council 

(AAC)
AAR. See ASEAN Architect Register 

(AAR)
ABC. See ASEAN Business Club 

(ABC)
academic institutions, 116
access to finance, 172, 175, 178

with low interest rates, 179–80
primary causes of poor, 174

ACIA. See ASEAN Comprehensive 
Investment Agreement (ACIA)

ACPECC. See ASEAN Chartered 
Professional Engineers 
Coordinating Committee 
(ACPECC)

ACPEs. See ASEAN Chartered 
Professional Engineers (ACPEs)

ACTS. See ASEAN Credit Transfer 
System (ACTS)

AEC Blueprint. See ASEAN 
Economic Community (AEC) 
Blueprint

AEC Scorecard, 3, 9, 11, 15, 62
competitive economic region, 10
components, 21
current form of, 18
development, 26n1

equitable economic development, 
12

measures, 24, 25
official, 2, 12, 16–17
report on skilled labour, 107–08
trade facilitation in Myanmar,  

213
AEC Scorecard II report, 29, 44

Phase I and Phase II, 30–31
results of, 90–92

AEC Scorecard Master Plan, 26n3
AEC Strategic Schedule, 2, 16, 21
AEM. See ASEAN Economic 

Ministers (AEM)
AFAFGIT. See ASEAN Framework 

Agreement on the Facilitation of 
Goods in Transit (AFAFGIT)

AFAS. See ASEAN Framework 
Agreement on Services (AFAS)

AFlag. See Asean Federation of Land 
Survey and Geomatics (AFlag)

AFTA. See ASEAN Free Trade Area 
(AFTA)

agreements
implementation of, 21, 104
regional, 8, 93
transport, 22, 24

agricultural sector, Myanmar’s 
labour force, 213
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AIA. See ASEAN Investment 
Agreement (AIA)

AIF. See ASEAN Infrastructure Fund 
(AIF)

AIM. See ASEAN ICT Master Plan 
(AIM)

AIMO. See ASEAN Integration 
Monitoring Office (AIMO)

Air Asia, 93
air transport

ASTP, goals under, 142
ATAP, goals and strategic thrust 

in, 141
infrastructure, 39–40

Alien Employment Act, 9, 108, 120
Alien Occupation Law, 131
American educational system, 122
APAEC. See ASEAN Plan of Action 

for Energy Cooperation 
(APAEC)

APBSD. See ASEAN Policy Blueprint 
for SME Development (APBSD)

APG. See ASEAN Power Grid (APG)
APSC. See ASEAN Political-Security 

Community (APSC)
ASCC. See ASEAN Socio-Cultural 

Community (ASCC)
ASEAN Architect (AA), 74
ASEAN Architect Council (AAC), 74
ASEAN Architect Register (AAR), 74
ASEAN Bank, 156
ASEAN Business and Investment 

Summit (ASEAN BIS), 171
ASEAN Business Club (ABC), 93
ASEAN Chartered Professional 

Engineers (ACPEs), 72–73
ASEAN Chartered Professional 

Engineers Coordinating 
Committee (ACPECC), 72

ASEAN Community, 48, 205, 207
ASEAN Comprehensive Investment 

Agreement (ACIA), 7, 9, 91,  
107

ASEAN connectivity
Myanmar and, 216–18
projects, 153–54

ASEAN Credit Transfer System 
(ACTS), 116

ASEAN Customs Declaration 
Document, implementation of, 
23

ASEAN Economic Community 
(AEC) Blueprint, 1–2, 24, 26n1, 
48, 89

competitive economic region, 
10–12

compliance with, 62–71
components, 222n6
equitable economic development, 

12–15
free flow of services by 2015, 57
on free flow of skilled labour, 

113–15
implementation of, 29, 30, 33, 179
import duties, 32
integration into global economy, 

15–18
liberalization milestones, 48
for MRAs, 107, 118
NTBs, 33
Paragraph 14 of, 35
single market and production 

base, 3–10
tariff reduction and elimination 

timetable, 32
time schedule in, 31

ASEAN Economic Ministers (AEM), 
72, 148

ASEAN economy, 56
in total employment, 50–52
in total GDP, 49–50

ASEAN Federation of Land Survey 
and Geomatics (AFlag), 75

ASEAN Framework Agreement on 
MRA, 108

ASEAN Framework Agreement on 
Services (AFAS), 6, 134

AFAS commitments, 22, 54
domestic regulation, 112
Mutual Recognition, 116
provisions in, 112
recognition, 112–13
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skilled labour affects, 107
ASEAN Framework Agreement 

on the Facilitation of Goods in 
Transit (AFAFGIT), 11, 22, 31, 
149–50, 157

ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA), 
136, 138, 204

ASEAN ICT Master Plan (AIM), 147
ASEAN Infrastructure Fund (AIF), 

12
limitations, 158–59
MPAC implementation with, 207
structure of, 155

ASEAN Integration Monitoring 
Office (AIMO), 26, 26n3

ASEAN Investment Agreement 
(AIA), 91

ASEAN Investment Area, 7
ASEAN Investment Guarantee 

Agreement, 7
ASEAN minus X formula, 6, 59, 205
ASEAN Multilateral Agreement on 

Full Liberalization of Air Freight 
Services (MAAFS), 22–23

ASEAN Multilateral Agreement on 
the Air Services (MAAS), 23

ASEAN Multilateral Agreement 
on the Full Liberalization 
of Passenger Air Services 
(MAFLPAS), 23, 151

ASEAN Multi-media Self-reliant 
System Toolkit Package, 171

ASEAN Plan of Action for Energy 
Cooperation (APAEC), 144–46, 
161n2

ASEAN Plan of Action in Transport 
and Communication, 139

ASEAN Policy Blueprint for SME 
Development (APBSD), 13, 
165–70, 179

ASEAN Political-Security 
Community (APSC), 136

ASEAN Power Grid (APG), 143–45
ASEAN Secretariat, 2, 26, 30, 72
ASEAN Single Window (ASW), 5–6, 

23, 29, 38, 41

ASEAN SME Advisory Board, 
170–71

ASEAN SME Service Centre, 
feasibility study of, 171

ASEAN SME Working Group, 165
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community 

(ASCC), 136
ASEAN’s political economy, 4
ASEAN Strategic Action plan for 

SME Development, 13, 170, 171
ASEAN Strategic Transport Plan 

(ASTP)
goals under, 142
objectives of, 143

ASEAN Summit, 48, 163, 205
ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement 

(ATIGA), 4, 35–37, 213
ASEAN Transport Action Plan 

(ATAP)
goals and strategic thrust area in, 

141
Policy Agenda under, 140

ASEAN University Network (AUN), 
10, 114

mobility of students and staff, 132
objectives of, 115
structure, 116

Asia
economies, cooperation and 

integration, 100
return performance for U.S. MNCs 

in, 84, 85
for U.S. corporations, ROCE in, 

83, 84
Asian Development Bank (ADB), 12, 

137
Asian diaspora, 111
Asian financial crisis of 1997–98, 80, 

140, 205
Asian “tiger” economies, 209
Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN)
academic institutions of, 116
achievements in services trade 

negotiation, 52–53
ACPEs in, 72–73
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collective weight of, 95
disparities of FDI levels in, 87, 88
economic community, benefits of, 

164
economies, 82, 88–89
establishing common curriculum 

for entrepreneurship in, 171
FDI and domestic investment in, 

80–83
free flow of goods within. See free 

flow of goods within ASEAN
integration for, 100, 205
investment climate, practical 

approach to improve, 97
medium of instruction in, 133
member states, needs of, 171
mobility of professionals, 9
Myanmar’s admission to, 204
non-Japanese foreign firms in, 88
NTMs in, 33
regional actions and agreements, 

93
role for Myanmar in, 218–19
sense of opportunity, 95
skilled labour mobility in. See 

skilled labour mobility in 
ASEAN

SME in, 173, 179
stakeholders, 30, 33
standstill and rollback principle, 

36
state of development division in, 

14
tariff and non-tariff barriers, 28–29
tariff schedule, 31–32
trade facilitation reform in, 38–39
trade gains, 39
trade with RoW, 39

ASTP. See ASEAN Strategic 
Transport Plan (ASTP)

ASW. See ASEAN Single Window 
(ASW)

ATAP. See ASEAN Transport Action 
Plan (ATAP)

ATIGA. See ASEAN Trade in Goods 
Agreement (ATIGA)

Atje, Raymond, 4
AUN. See ASEAN University 

Network (AUN)
Australia, free trade arrangements 

in, 22
Ayala Group, 93

B
Bali Concord II, 1, 112, 116, 136
banking sector liberalization, 60–62
BDS markets. See Business 

Development Services (BDS) 
markets

bilateral cooperation, 196
bilateral liberalization, 62
bilateral trade agreement, 60, 62, 109
bilateral treaties, 104
bite-sized regional integration, 97
Blueprint, AEC. See ASEAN 

Economic Community (AEC) 
Blueprint

Board of Investment (BOI), 108, 131
border measures, free flow of goods 

within ASEAN, 43
bottom-up approach, 52, 96
bottom-up integration processes, 93
brain drain, issue of, 109–11
brain gain, issue of, 109–11
British educational system, 122
broad-based investments, 104
broader economic integration in East 

Asia, 194
Brunei

ACPE registration, 73
flows of manpower, 9
income rankings in, 121
net brain gain, 113

Brunei Action Plan, 142
Brunei-Indonesia-Malaysia-

Philippines East Asia Growth 
Area (BIMP-EAGA), 152

business community
awareness of AEC among, 89
in Myanmar, 208, 209

Business Development Services 
(BDS) markets, 175–76
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businesses, scale economies for, 95
business linkages and networking, 

SMEs, 178
business survey assessment, 89
business visa, 128, 130
business visitors, 109, 114

C
Cambodia

ACPE registration, 73
economic development, 177
effectiveness of IAI, 185–87
elimination of NTBs in, 4
inflows and outflows of skills, 9, 

113
key areas for longer-term growth, 

192
low level of public awareness of 

NSW, 5
NTMs, 33, 35
relevance of IAI, 187, 189–91
SCR scores for, 54
SME development, 173–79
tariffs for products in, 31

Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and 
Vietnam (CLMV), 101, 183

annual Summit, 101
assessment of relevance of IAI 

WPs to, 188
catch-up impacts on, 186, 198
cooperation among, 185, 200
cost-benefit assessments of, 200
development and integration 

levels of, 185
IAI programme areas with, 193
implementation of NSWs in, 41
integration challenges members of 

ASEAN, 205
non-overlapping development 

efforts in, 196
ODA strategies for, 202
surveyed agencies in, 191

capabilities, tracking and 
benchmarking SME, 167

capacity building provision of MRA, 
117

capitalism in Myanmar, 221
CATS. See Committee for Attracting 

Talent to Singapore (CATS)
Charter of the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations, 78n6
China

and ASEAN in FDI, 82
as economic giant, 100
economic rise of, 81
educational and job opportunities 

for, 121
FDI flows in, 7
financing infrastructure projects 

in, 156
foreign investors in, 111
free trade arrangements, 22
and India’s domestic investment, 

82
investment in Myanmar, 210
regional development, 200–01
SMEs of, 13
source of funds, 158
staff and student exchanges with 

universities in, 116
stock of FDI in, 94

Civilian Nuclear Energy, 146
CLMV. See Cambodia, Laos, 

Myanmar, and Vietnam (CLMV)
Coal and Clean Coal Technology, 145
combined state-enterprise between 

countries, 101
commercial legal framework, 175
Committee for Attracting Talent to 

Singapore (CATS), 126
Common Effective Preferential Tariff 

(CEPT) Scheme, 214
competition policy, 11
competitive advantage, 173
competitive economic region, 3, 

10–12, 149
competitiveness, tracking and 

benchmarking SME, 167
competitive SME sector, 174
complaints with FDI facilitation, 88
comprehensive SME service centre, 

establishing, 171–72
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conducive policy environment, 
169–70

conflicts in ideologies, 97
constitutional provision reserving 

jobs, 128
consultation for IAI project delivery, 

199, 200
conventional multilateral 

development banks, 156
Copenhagen, labour force shortage 

in, 101
core competency, developing, 115
Council of Engineers, regular/

irregular member of, 74
CPC Code. See UN’s Central Product 

Classification Code (CPC Code)
credit, widening and deepening 

SME access to, 169
cross-border infrastructure, 137

financing, 159
cross-border integration, 101
cross-border labour flows in 

ASEAN, 121
cross-border services, 62
cross-border skilled labour mobility, 

109
cross-border trades, 38, 40
cumulative FDI into Myanmar, 212
customs integration, 23

D
Danish employers, recruiting 

Swedish employees by, 101–02
Declaration of the ASEAN Concord 

II. See Bali Concord II
definition, components of MRA,  

117
dependent pass (DP), 131
digital divide, 147–48
dispute settlement provision, 

components of MRA, 117
domestic investment in ASEAN, 

80–83
DP. See dependent pass (DP)
dynamism, tracking and 

benchmarking SME, 167

E
e-ASEAN Framework Agreement, 

143–44
Ease of Doing Business

identify weaknesses in, 105–6
rankings, 85

Ease of Doing Business Index, 7, 8, 
85

East Asia
broader economic integration in, 

194, 200
regional production network in,  

40
East Asian Infrastructure 

Development Fund, 156
Economic and Social Commission 

for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP), 157

Economic Community Scorecard, 
119

economic development
equitable. See equitable economic 

development
in Indonesia, 102–03
in Philippines, 122
in Singapore, 105

Economic Development Board 
(EDB), 103, 105

economic growth, 158
balancing with environmental 

protection, 218
intra-regional trade and, 153

economic integration, 24, 96, 98
economic reform, 210

key stakeholders in, 217
in Myanmar, 206–7

Economic Research Institute for 
ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), 
104–6, 172

FDI Restriction Score, 85–87
study, 40, 88–89

economic sanctions on Myanmar, 
209–10

Economic Transformation 
Programme (ETP), 102

economies of scale, 79, 81
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need for, 95
synergies and, 96

economy
ASEAN, 88–89
in Cambodia, 173
economic development and 

structure of, 49
ranking of, 87

EDB. See Economic Development 
Board (EDB)

educational development, 
disparities in, 122

educational qualification, 109
effectiveness IAI work plans, 

assessment of, 185–87
effective regional institutional 

mechanism, 156–57
efficient investment promotion 

organization, 105
electricity tariff, 178
emigration for work, prospects of, 

111
employment

in Cambodia, 174
of foreign workers, 130
opportunities, large disparities in, 

121
Employment Agencies Act, 127
Employment of Foreign Workers 

Act, 127
employment passes (EP), issuing, 128

in Indonesia, 129
in Malaysia, 129–30
in Singapore, 130–31
in Thailand, 131
in Vietnam, 132

employment permits, 128–32
employment visa, 128
Energy Efficiency and Conservation, 

145
energy sector, 151

cooperation in, 143–46
English language skills, lack of, 120
English-speaking professionals, 121
entrepreneurship development, 

subregional pilot project in, 166

environmental protection, economic 
growth and, 218

environmental responsibility, level 
of, 100

EP. See employment passes (EP)
equitable distribution in Myanmar, 

218
equitable economic development, 3, 

12–15, 184
equity holding, 72
ERIA. See Economic Research 

Institute for ASEAN and East 
Asia (ERIA)

ESCAP. See Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP)

ETP. See Economic Transformation 
Programme (ETP)

EU Internal Market Scorecard, 2, 
18n1

Europe
educational development in, 122
staff and student exchanges with 

universities in, 116
executive posts, 130
exploitation of trade privileges, 

72–75
exports in Myanmar, 210–11
extractive resource sector, 210

F
Farmland Law, 213
FASMEC. See Federation of 

Associations of SME of 
Cambodia (FASMEC)

FBA. See Foreign Business Act (FBA)
FDI. See foreign direct investment 

(FDI)
Feasibility Study of the SME Service 

Centre, 171
FEC scheme. See Foreign Exchange 

Certificate (FEC) scheme
Federation of Associations of SME of 

Cambodia (FASMEC), 177
Filipinos

emigration for work, 111
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English language proficiency, 123
financial control measures, 33
financial integration, 26
financial policy, trade policy and, 26
financial resource

for IAI programmes, 190–91
mobilization, 198

financial schemes, 169
financial sector

economic sensitivity of, 59
reforming, 208

financial services sector, 7
liberalization, 59–61

financing, 178
financial institutional capacity 

building for SME, 169
infrastructure, 154–56
requirements, 158–59
SME access to, 168

fine-tune policy for SME 
development, 170

flexible financial schemes, 105
Foreign Business Act (FBA), 108
foreign commercial interests, 38
foreign direct investment (FDI), 3, 7, 

9, 103
annual flow of, 80, 81
complaints with facilitation, 88
cumulative into Myanmar, 212
and domestic investment in 

ASEAN, 80–83
facilitation, 111–12
levels in ASEAN countries, 

disparities of, 87, 88
liberalization, 132
Myanmar’s business community 

to law, 209
by sector, 211
weakening, 80–83

foreign equity, 62
Foreign Exchange Certificate (FEC) 

scheme, 208
foreign investment, 80, 94
foreign-paid-up capital, 130
foreign professionals, 124–25

with employment passes, 131

regulations on employment of, 
127–32

foreign skilled manpower, 124–25
regulations on employment of, 

127–32
foreign talents, 132
Foreign Workers Division of 

Immigration Department, 130
foreign workers, employment of, 130
Framework Agreement on 

Connectivity, 199
free flow of goods within ASEAN, 

3–6, 28, 213
AEC Scorecard II, 30–31
border measures, 43
introduction, 28–30
non-tariff barriers, removal of, 

33–38
tariff barriers, removal of, 31–33
trade facilitation, 38–42

free flow of investment, 7–9, 90, 91
free flow of services, 6–7, 57, 62, 

114–15
free flow of skilled labour, 9–10, 107, 

113–15
free trade agreements (FTAs), 15, 

104, 183
functional barriers, SMEs, 178

G
GATS. See General Agreement on 

Trade in Services (GATS)
GDP. See gross domestic product 

(GDP)
General Agreement on Trade in 

Services (GATS), 6, 9
approach, 47
commitment index, 54, 78n3
MNP in, 109
sectoral coverage, 54

geographic proximity for skilled 
labour mobility, 121–22

GFCF. See gross fixed capital 
formation (GFCF)

GLCs. See Government-linked 
Corporations (GLCs)
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Global Competitive Index, 7, 8
global economy

ASEAN’s fortunes with, 84
crisis of, 177
integration into, 15–18

goods
free flow of, 3–6
liberalization, 60

government development 
expenditure, 164

Government-linked Corporations 
(GLCs), 5

Government-Private Sector Forum 
(GPSF), 176

government subsidies, 103
GPSF. See Government-Private 

Sector Forum (GPSF)
Greater Mekong Sub-Region (GMS), 

100, 152
gross domestic product (GDP)

per capita, 164
share of services sector in, 49–50

gross fixed capital formation 
(GFCF), 82

H
Hanoi Plan of Action, 140
hard infrastructure, 216
healthcare professionals, 120
Highly Sensitive List (HSL), 31
high-speed rail (HSR) system, 102
Hong Kong

Chinese communities in, 111
InvestHK, 105

hospitality industry in Myanmar, 
217

HSL. See Highly Sensitive List  
(HSL)

HSR system. See high-speed rail 
(HSR) system

human resources development, 198

I
IAI. See Initiative for ASEAN 

Integration (IAI)
iconic connectivity projects, 101

ICT. See information and 
communication technology 
(ICT)

IEAI. See Initiative for East Asian 
Integration (IEAI)

ILO report. See International Labour 
Organization (ILO) report

Immigration Act, 127
immigration visa, restrictive, 109
import duties, 31

Laos and Myanmar, 32
Vietnam, 31

Inclusion List (IL) products, 4
India, 82

current phase of development,  
111

domestic investment, China and, 
82

economic rise of, 81
FDI flows in, 7
free trade arrangements, 22
stock of FDI in, 94

individual economies, 95
Indonesia

AIF, 155
flows of manpower, 9
foreign commercial interests, 38
income rankings in, 121
inflows and outflows of skills, 113
infrastructure projects, 102
MP3EI, 102–03
NSW implementation in, 5
regional economic integration in, 

26n1
SCR score, 54
tariffs on, 33
visa requirements, 129
work permit in, 129

Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand 
Growth Triangle (IMT-GT), 152

industrial sectors, 50
inflows of skills, 113
information and communication 

technology (ICT), 11, 173
development, 12
IAI Work Plan in, 183
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infrastructure cooperation in 
sector, 146–48

infrastructure cooperation
in energy sector, 143–46
ICT sector, 146–48
implementation, 156–57
in transport sector, 138–43

infrastructure development, 11–12
assessment in AEC, 148–51
complementary policy framework 

for, 151–52
financing requirements, 158–59
goals, 137
infrastructure financing, 154–56
infrastructure policy framework 

in, 138–48
issues, challenges and policy 

recommendations, 156
MPAC, 153–54
national priority vs. regional 

benefit, 159–60
PPP schemes for, 198
regional infrastructure planning 

and monitoring, 157–58
infrastructure financing, 154–56
Initiative for ASEAN Integration 

(IAI), 3, 182, 183
assessment of effectiveness, 

185–87
assessment of relevance, 187–91
delivery of project, 199–200
institutions for implementation of, 

194, 199
key issues for, 191–97
policy recommendations, 197–202
Work Plan, 13, 15

Initiative for East Asian Integration 
(IEAI), 200

institutional connectivity projects, 
for ASEAN connectivity, 154

institutional support, 24
insurance sectors, 60, 62
integration into global economy, 15–18
inter-firm networking and linkages, 

fostering SME capabilities for, 
167

Inter-Ministerial SME  
Sub-Committee, 174–76

International Labour Organization 
(ILO) report, 50

internet service provider (ISP) 
sector, 39

intra-corporate transferees, 109
intra-regional development gap, 197, 

199
intra-regional equity investment in 

service sector, 72
intra-regional trade, 39, 136–37
InvestHK, Hong Kong’s, 105
investment

agreements, 89, 93
domestic, 80–83
factors contributing to 

unsatisfactory levels, 83–89
FDI. See foreign direct investment 

(FDI)
free flow of, 7–9, 91
infrastructure, 12
integration of trade and, 26
from Singapore to Malaysia, 

cooperation and, 98
investment climates, 95

for foreign investors, 80
of region, enhancing, 85

investment impediments
disclosure of, 104
insufficient information on, 104

investment levels, unsatisfactory
Ease of Doing Business, ranking 

of, 85, 86
private investment, 83
returns on investment, 83
ROCE in Asia for U.S. 

corporations, 83, 84
U.S. MNCs, return performance 

for, 84, 85
investment liberalization, 89, 91
investment plans, ASEAN’s, 95
Investment Promotion Law, 126,  

131
investment promotion organization, 

104, 105
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irregular member of Council of 
Engineers, 74

Iskandar Malaysia development 
region, 99

Iskandar Region, sub-regional 
integration, 97–99

ISP sector. See internet service 
provider (ISP) sector

J
Japan

educational development, 122
financial aid, 152
free trade arrangements, 22
of healthcare professionals, 120
investment in Myanmar, 210
regional development, 200–01
SMEs of, 13
source of funds, 158
staff and student exchanges with 

universities in, 116
Japanese firms in ASEAN countries, 

88
Johor, relationship between 

Singapore and, 98
joint investment programmes, 96

K
Kartika, Pratiwi, 4
Korea

regional development, 200–01
SMEs of, 13
source of funds, 158

Kuala Lumpur and Singapore, train 
link between, 102

L
Labour and Social Trends in ASEAN, 

50
labour capability between CLMV 

and ASEAN countries, 198
labour force

in Myanmar, 213
shortage in Copenhagen, 101

land transport, ASTP, 141, 142
language barriers, 120

language proficiency, 120
Lao PDR

ACPE registration, 73
effectiveness of IAI, 185, 186–87
elimination of NTBs in, 4
flows of manpower, 9
import duties, 32
inflows and outflows of skills,  

113
key areas for longer-term growth, 

192
low level of public awareness of 

NSW, 5
NTMs restrictions, 35
relevance of IAI, 187, 189–91

Large Enterprises (LEs), 164, 173, 
174

large-scale plantation-type farming, 
213

LDCs. See least developed countries 
(LDCs)

least developed countries (LDCs), 
164

legal framework, 175
legal instruments, 91
LEs. See Large Enterprises (LEs)
liberalization

in AEC Blueprint, 6–7
bilateral, 62
financial services sector, 59–61
pre-specified scope of, 60

liberalization commitments
scheduling, 59
in services trade under AFAS, 

54–55
in WTO, 54

liberalization, services sector, 47
ASEAN Framework Agreement in 

Services, 52–55
commitments, 52–62
Mode 3 and Mode 4, 58
MRAs, 55–56
policy recommendations, 75–77

Lim, Hank, 222n5
loan/mortgage guarantee scheme, 

178
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Logistics Performance Index (LPI), 5, 
18n5, 43

of ASEAN member states, 42
logistics sector, 43
Long Term National Development 

Plan, 102
long term social visit pass (LTSVP), 

131
LPI. See Logistics Performance Index 

(LPI)

M
macroeconomic indicators, 38
macroeconomic instability, 87
macroeconomic stability in 

Myanmar, 208
MAFLPAS. See ASEAN Multilateral 

Agreement on the Full 
Liberalization of Passenger Air 
Services (MAFLPAS)

Malaysia, 87
AIF, 155
ASW pilot project in, 6
collaboration with universities, 116
educational and job opportunities 

for, 121
flows of manpower, 9
foreign engineers, 74
income rankings in, 121
Iskandar Region, 97–98
manufacturing operations from 

Singapore and, 100
migration inflows, 126
migration outflows, 123–24
net brain drain, 113
NTMs, 35
visa requirements, 129–30

manufacturing sector in Myanmar, 
212

marginal liberalization of trade, 54
maritime transport, ASTP, 141, 142
market demand, 173
market economy, SME activity in, 

176
marketing capabilities, enhancing 

SME, 168

mass transit schemes, investment 
in, 95

Master Plan for the Acceleration 
and Expansion of Indonesia’s 
Economic Development 
(MP3EI), 102–3

Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 
(MPAC), 12, 137, 152, 205

implementation with AIF, 207
institutional connectivity projects, 

154
people-to-people connectivity 

projects, 154
physical connectivity projects,  

153
regional connectivity identified 

in, 143
Medium Term National 

Development Plan, 102
military junta in Myanmar, 205, 206
Ministerial Understanding on 

ASEAN Cooperation, 139–40
Ministry of Home Affairs (MOHA), 

127
Ministry of Manpower (MOM), 127
Ministry of National Planning 

and Economic Development 
(MNPED), 219

monitoring of AEC, 26n3
fundamentals, 20–22
issues and challenges of, 23–26

Movement of Natural Persons 
(MNP)

ASEAN Agreement on, 108, 119, 
134

in GATS, 109
MPAC. See Master Plan on ASEAN 

Connectivity (MPAC)
MRAs. See Mutual Recognition 

Arrangements (MRAs)
multilateral development 

institutions, 157
multinational corporations (MNCs), 

209
multi-period approach for IAI work 

plans, 198

11	AECIndex.indd			236 3/25/13			6:10:07	PM



Index	 237

Mutual Recognition Arrangements 
(MRAs), 9, 44–45, 48, 133

AEC Blueprint on implementation, 
107, 118

ASEAN engineering, 72
ASEAN Framework Agreement 

on, 108
benefits from agreements, 74
components of, 116–17
and framework, 118–19
implementation of, 23
pre-arrangements to, 118
for professional services, 114, 115
professional services providers in 

ASEAN, 55–56
for qualifications in professional 

services, 112
for surveying profession, 75

Myanmar, 87
before AEC, 204–6
and ASEAN connectivity, 216–18
benefits from AEC, 207–10
CEPT schedule, 214
effectiveness of IAI, 185–87
elimination of NTBs in, 4
formidable challenges in, 221
import duties, 32
key areas for longer-term growth, 

192
labour force in, 213
logistics performance, 215
low level of public awareness of 

NSW, 5
macroeconomic stability in, 208
manufacturing sector in, 212
military junta in, 205, 206
NTMs, 35
performance in World Governance 

Index, 220
policy-makers in, 218–19
political reform in, 206, 210
potential of, 210–13
readiness for AEC, 213–16
reforms in. See reforms in 

Myanmar
relevance of IAI, 187, 189–91

resource conservation in, 218
restricted outflows of skills, 114
workable options, 219
working abroad for healthcare 

professionals from, 120
Myint-U, Thant, 218

N
Nanning-Singapore Economic 

Corridor, 100
national infrastructure, 137, 160, 161
National League for Democracy 

(NLD), 206
National Single Windows (NSWs), 

213
of ASEAN countries, 5
functions and roles of, 40
implementation of, 41

natural persons, types of, 118
New Zealand free trade 

arrangements, 22
NLD. See National League for 

Democracy (NLD)
non-tariff barriers (NTBs), 3–5

in ASEAN member countries, 
28–29, 36

elimination of, 33
and NTMs, 37
Philippines, 36
removal of, 4
standstill and rollback on, 35
utilization of, 36

non-tariff measures (NTMs), 4
frequency ratio of, 34
industry’s tariff, 34
Laos and Malaysia, 35
NTBs and, 36
pervasiveness of, 35
use of, 33
utilization of, 37

non-traditional security issue, 196
North America, educational 

development in, 122
NSWs. See National Single Windows 

(NSWs)
NTBs. See non-tariff barriers (NTBs)

11	AECIndex.indd			237 3/25/13			6:10:07	PM



238	 Index

NTMs. See non-tariff measures 
(NTMs)

O
ODA strategies for CLMV, 202
One Economy, Many Countries 

model, 99
outflows of skills, 113

P
Pan-Beibu Gulf Economic Region 

(PBG), 100
PDRA. See Professional Dental 

Regulatory Authority (PDRA)
people-to-people connectivity, 153, 

217
projects for ASEAN connectivity, 

154
Personalised Employment Pass,  

131
pharmaceutical industry, Singapore, 

103
Philippines

ASW pilot project in, 6
constitutional provision reserving 

jobs for, 128
educational development, 122
elimination of NTBs in, 4
flows of manpower, 9
GDP per capita, 49
income rankings in, 121
migration outflows, 123
negative effects of skills depletion 

in, 110
net brain drain, 113
NSW implementation in, 5
NTMs, 35

Philippines Overseas Employment 
Administration (POEA), 123

physical connectivity projects for 
ASEAN connectivity, 153

pillars of AEC Blueprint, 2
competitive economic region, 

10–12
equitable economic development, 

12–15

integration into the global 
economy, 15–18

single market and production 
base, 3–10

PIS sectors. See Priority Integration 
Services (PIS) sectors

PMRA. See Professional Medical 
Regulatory Authority (PMRA)

POEA. See Philippines Overseas 
Employment Administration 
(POEA)

policy commitments in transport 
cooperation, 139

policy-led infrastructure 
programmes, 95

policy-makers in Myanmar, 206, 
218–19

policy recommendations, ASEAN, 
17–18

political economy, ASEAN, 4–5
political reform in Myanmar, 206, 

210
political-security community, 182
port facilities, quality of, 39
positive list approach. See bottom-up 

approach
poverty, 174
power shortages, risks of, 95
PPP. See public-private partnerships 

(PPP)
PRA. See Professional Regulatory 

Authority (PRA)
pre-agreed flexibilities, 60
Preferential Trade Agreements 

(PTAs), 54
Priority Integration Services (PIS) 

sectors, 115
priority services

sector/subsector of, 118
skills requirement in, 115

private business, 5, 93, 213
private sector

human resources development in, 
198

in integration process, 26
potential benefits of AEC in, 93–94

11	AECIndex.indd			238 3/25/13			6:10:08	PM



Index	 239

private sector business development 
services

lack of support services in, 174
markets, 175–76

proactive investment promotion 
organization, 105

product and price barriers, SMEs, 
178

Professional Dental Regulatory 
Authority (PDRA), 117

Professional Medical Regulatory 
Authority (PMRA), 117

professional qualification, 109
skills, certification of, 120

professional regulatory authority 
(PRA), 72–73, 117

Professional Regulatory Commission 
(PRC), 128

professionals, 109
English-speaking, 121
free movement of, 112
inflow of, 124–27

professional services
MRAs for, 114, 115
providers in ASEAN, 55

Professionals’ Information and 
Placement Service (PIPS), 125

PTAs. See Preferential Trade 
Agreements (PTAs)

public-private partnerships (PPP), 
154, 198, 217, 219

public-private synergies, promotion 
of, 170

public sector, 125, 183
human resources development in, 

198
Public Service Commission, 125–26

Q
Q pass holder, Singapore, 131
qualification requirements

domestic regulation on, 112
recognition on, 112–13

quality assurance, 120
quantitative liberalization, 62
quantity control measures, 33

R
ranking of economies, 87
readiness, tracking and 

benchmarking SME, 168
re-adjustment process, 94
recognition mechanism, components 

of MRA, 117
“Rectangular Strategy”, 175, 176
reforms in Myanmar

judicious management of, 209
laws and procedures, 208
participation, 219
political and economic, 206–07
requirement for, 216

regional agreements, 8, 22, 93
Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP), 16
regional cooperation, 196
regional development cooperation 

programme, 195
regional development gap, 

monitoring, 201
regional economic integration, 20, 

26n1
processes, Myanmar, 204–5

regional economic scorecard, 2
Regional Energy Policy and 

Planning, 146
regional infrastructure

development, challenge in, 159–60
monitoring, limitations to, 157–58
planning, limitations to, 157–58

regional integration
benefits of, 97
in Southeast and East Asia, 177

regional investment agreements, 
problems with, 8

regionalization of financial schemes, 
169

regional networks of interlinked,  
168

regional pilot project, 166–69
regional production network in East 

Asia, 40, 172
regional SME development fund, 

172

11	AECIndex.indd			239 3/25/13			6:10:08	PM



240	 Index

regional technical assistance (RETA), 
100

regional trade agreement, 109
Registered Foreign Professional 

Engineers (RFPEs), 72, 73
regular member of Council of 

Engineers, 74
regulatory framework, 175

for SME development, 170
Reliance on ICT and e-commerce, 

168
renewable energy, 145
resource conservation in Myanmar, 

218
rest of the world (RoW), ASEAN 

trade with, 39
restrictive emigration policies, 110
restrictive immigration visa, 109
RETA. See regional technical 

assistance (RETA)
return on capital, 83–85
return on investment (ROI)

for pharmaceutical sector, 103
by U.S. corporations, 83

RFPEs. See Registered Foreign 
Professional Engineers (RFPEs)

RIATS. See Roadmap for Integration 
of Air Travel Sector (RIATS)

Roadmap for Integration of Air 
Travel Sector (RIATS), 140

Roadmap for the Integration of 
Logistics Services (RILS), 142

road map, implementation of, 175
ROI. See return on investment (ROI)
RoW. See rest of the world (RoW)

S
scale economies, ASEAN in, 95
scorecard, AEC, 90–92
SCR. See sectoral coverage ratio 

(SCR)
SDT. See special and differential 

treatment (SDT)
sectoral coverage ratio (SCR), AFAS 

commitments, 54, 55
sectoral employment, ASEAN, 51

Sein, Thein, 206, 210, 219
self-reliant basis, enhancing SME-

sector skills in management and 
organization on, 167

semi-permanent work passes, 130–31
semi-skilled workers, cross-border 

flows of, 110
Senior Economic Officials Meeting 

(SEOM), 139
Sensitive List (SL), 31
SEOM. See Senior Economic Officials 

Meeting (SEOM)
service liberalization, 62

AEC Blueprint, 57–58
agenda, 76
package and AEC goals, 62–71

service sector, 76–77
cost and quality of, 76
employment share of, 50
intra-regional equity investment 

in, 72
protection, 77
in total GDP, share of, 49

service sector liberalization, 47
targets, 58
tariff reduction and, 205

services, free flow of, 6–7
service trade

under AFAS, 6, 56
ASEAN achievements in, 53
to GDP, 49
liberalization agreement, 62
liberalization commitments in 

ASEAN, 52
liberalization goals and lax 

implementation in, 76
negotiation modality and 

liberalization commitments, 
48

privileges, 72
using GATS approach, 47

Severino, Rodolfo, 222n7
SEZs. See special economic zones 

(SEZs)
short-term contract workers, visa 

for, 131

11	AECIndex.indd			240 3/25/13			6:10:08	PM



Index	 241

Shwe, Than, 205
Singapore, 85, 87

ASW pilot project in, 6
economy, restructuring of, 105
EDB, 103, 105
flows of manpower, 9
GDP per capita, 49–50
for IAI implementation, 199
income rankings in, 121
inflows, 125–28
investment in mass transit 

schemes, 95
and Iskandar Region, integration 

between, 97–98
and Malaysia, 98, 100
NSW implementation in, 5
NTMs, 35
outflows, 124
pharmaceutical industry in, 103
SCR score, 54
staff and student exchanges in,  

116
trade facilitation in, 200
train link between Kuala Lumpur 

and, 102
visas for employment, 130–31

single market and production base, 
2, 90, 92

free flow of goods, 3–6
free flow of investment, 7–9
free flow of services, 6–7
free flow of skilled labour, 9–10

Single Regulatory Scheme for 
Cosmetics, 30

skilled labour
AEC Scorecard Report on, 107–08
free flow of, 9–10
free movement of, 112, 115
legal and administrative 

framework on inflows of, 
127–28

skilled labour mobility in ASEAN
AEC Blueprint on, 113–15
AUN, 115–16
factors in, 121–22
inflows, 124–27

issue of brain drain and brain 
gain, 109–11

MRA, 116–21, 133
outflows, 122–24
policies and regulatory 

frameworks on, 111
provisions in AFAS, 112
visa requirements, 128–32

skilled manpower, inflow of, 124–27
skilled professionals, flows of, 9–10
skills depletion, negative effects of, 

110
SL. See Sensitive List (SL)
small and medium enterprises 

(SMEs), 3
ASEAN economic community, 

170–72
ASEAN economic integration, 163
case study, 173–79
challenges in, 172–73
competitiveness and dynamism 

of, 166
contribution of, 163–64
development in ASEAN, 13–15, 

165
LEs, 164
registration and support services, 

169–70
resilience of, 166
role of, 13
support activities, 175

SME Development Framework, 175, 
176

SME Development Fund, 180
SMEs. See small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs)
social-cultural-linguistic 

environment for skilled labour 
mobility, 121–22

social protection in Myanmar, 218
social visitors, visa-free entry for, 

131
socio-cultural community, 182
soft infrastructure, 11, 216
Southeast Asia, 111

populations of, 121

11	AECIndex.indd			241 3/25/13			6:10:09	PM



242	 Index

trade values of, 39
South Korea

educational development, 122
free trade arrangements, 22
technological development and 

industrial upgrading of, 111
South-South cooperation, 196, 202
S pass holder, Singapore, 131
special and differential treatment 

(SDT), 198
special economic zones (SEZs), 

framework of, 101
staff exchanges, internship scheme 

promotion for, 172
stakeholders, ASEAN, 30, 33
State Peace and Development 

Council (SPDC), 222n4
sub-regional development 

cooperation programme, 195
sub-regional integration

cross-border, 99–101
Iskandar Region, 97–99

subregionalization of financial 
schemes, 169

subregional networks of interlinked, 
setting up, 168

support mechanism, strengthening 
SMEs, 180

surveying profession services, 75
Suu Kyi, Aung San, 206, 210, 219

T
TAGP. See Trans-ASEAN Gas 

Pipeline (TAGP)
Taiwan

educational development, 122
overseas Chinese communities in, 

111
technological development and 

industrial upgrading of, 111
tariff barriers, 3–5

in ASEAN member countries, 28–29
removal of, 31–33

tariff reduction, 31
Myanmar’s implementation of, 

212, 213

schedules, 32
tariff schedule on ASEAN member 

states, 31–32
technical assistance, role of, 199–200
Technical Education and Skills 

Development Agency (TESDA), 
123

Technical Working Groups (TWG), 
176

technology transfer, SMEs, 180
technology upgrading, SME, 169
telecommunications, 147

firms, 93
infrastructure cooperation in, 139

TESDA. see Technical Education 
and Skills Development Agency 
(TESDA)

Thai Engineer Act 1999, 74
Thailand, 62

ACPE registration, 73
Alien Employment Act in, 120
ASW pilot project in, 6
dismal implementation rate of, 

90–91
exporting firms, 45
flows of manpower, 9
income rankings in, 121
least NTM in, 4
migration inflows, 126–27
MRAs implementation, 107
NSW implementation in, 5
NTMs, 33
visas for employment, 131–32
work permit in, 108, 126–27, 131

Thant Myint-U, 218
tourism products, Singapore, 98
tourism sector in Myanmar, 217
tracking AEC, Phase I and Phase II, 

22–23
trade

defence, 38
liberalization commitments in 

ASEAN, 52
marginal liberalization of, 54
in Myanmar, 212
services, promotion of, 47

11	AECIndex.indd			242 3/25/13			6:10:09	PM



Index	 243

trade facilitation, 38–42
ASEAN agreements on, 216, 

223n16
measures, 29
in Myanmar, 213
process, 5–6, 18

trade liberalization, 173
trade policy and financial policy,  

26
trade privileges, exploitation of, 

72–75
traders and investors, 109
trading houses for SME businesses, 

168
Trans-ASEAN Gas Pipeline (TAGP), 

143–45
transnational security issue, 196
transport agreements, 22, 24, 27n5
transport cooperation, 12
transport facilitation, ASTP goals, 

141–42
transport protocols, ratification of, 

22, 24
transport sector, 11, 12

ASEAN Highway Network under, 
151

implementation of AEC Scorecard 
under, 150

transport sector, ASEAN cooperation 
in, 138

ASTP, 142–43
ATAP, 140–41
policy commitments in, 139

treaty enforcement, 104
TWG. See Technical Working Groups 

(TWG)

U
U.K., staff and student exchanges 

with universities in, 116
Union Solidarity and Development 

Party (USDP), 206
University of the Thai Chamber of 

Commerce (UTCC), 173
UN’s Central Product Classification 

Code (CPC Code), 75

unskilled workers, cross-border 
flows of, 110

urban development, 194, 221
U.S.

and European Union, 209–10
investments in Myanmar, 210
MNCs in Asia, 83–84
rates of return on investments by, 

83
staff and student exchanges with 

universities in, 116
USDP. See Union Solidarity and 

Development Party (USDP)
UTCC. See University of the Thai 

Chamber of Commerce (UTCC)

V
Vacant, Fallow and Virgin Lands 

Management Law, 213
victims of colonization, 89
Vietnam, 62, 87

ACPE registration, 73
ASW pilot project in, 6
effectiveness of IAI, 185–87
elimination of NTBs in, 4
flows of manpower, 9
import duties, 31
income rankings in, 121
inflows and outflows of skills,  

113
key areas for longer-term growth, 

192
low level of public awareness of 

NSW, 5
macroeconomic instability in, 198
relevance of IAI, 187, 189–91
SCR scores for, 54

visas for employment, 132
Vietnam-Singapore cooperation,  

199
visa requirements, ASEAN 

countries, 128–32
visas for employment, 132

W
wages, large disparities in, 121

11	AECIndex.indd			243 3/25/13			6:10:10	PM



244	 Index

workable options in Myanmar, 219
Working Group, SME, 165
work permit

ASEAN Framework, 114
in Indonesia, 129
in Thailand, 108, 126–27, 131

World Bank, 7, 12, 85, 154, 156, 183, 
190, 213

world-class organizations, 
investments in biological 
facilities, 103

World Governance Index
governance capacity of countries, 

223n18
Myanmar’s performance in, 220

World Trade Organization (WTO)
language, MNP in, 109
liberalization commitments in,  

54
Myanmar status in, 204

WTO. See World Trade Organization 
(WTO)

11	AECIndex.indd			244 3/25/13			6:10:10	PM




