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Preface

This is a study of the role of the military in Thai politics after the fall of
the Young Turks in April 1981 up to the dissolution of the House of Represen-
tatives in May 1986. The period saw an interesting change in the military’s
perception of politics as it began to expand its role in civil affairs. This ex-
pansion included several programmes in rural development, peace-keeping
duties and mass mobilization in rural and urban areas. The Army also em-
phasized its involvement in democratic development at the grassroots as a
measure to defeat communism. Whether this role expansion indicates that
Army leaders are now prepared to play the game by the rules, exercising
their political role short of a seizure of power is still debatable and deserves
further serious study. This study, however, intends only to examine the
political implications of the military’s increasing commitments to domestic
and developmental tasks. It is my hope that the study will provide not only
a better understanding of the Thai civil-military relations but also a clearer
picture of the nature of the problems involved in the democratic develop-
ment of Thailand in the 1980s.

This study could not have been possible without the permission of
the Royal Thai Army and the Internal Security Operation Command
(ISOC). 1 am indebted to General Chaovalit Yongchaiyuth, Lt.-Gen.
Jaruay Wongsayanh, Lt.-Gen. Pichit Kullavanij, Maj.-Gen. Chamnien
Oonchit, and Colonel Somsak Salyakamthorn who were kind enough to
allow interviews and arrange briefings on the civil affairs of the ISOC and
the Army. My thanks also go to the officers of the ISOC and the First
Army Region for their briefing and assistance.

I would also like to thank Professor Kernial S. Sandhu, Director of the
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, for the Institute’s support during my
stay in Singapore. Dr Sharon Siddique of the Institute was kind enough
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to give me advice and suggestions concerning my research. I greatly benefited
from discussions and comments on my draft paper presented at an in-house
seminar at the Institute on 5 July 1986. Others in the Institute to whom I
would like to express my appreciation are Mrs Patricia Lim, the librarian
and her staff for the excellent library service, Mrs Y.L. Lee, the executive
secretary and her staff for their kind assistance, Mrs Betty Kwan for her
excellent typing, and Pauline Khng in the Publications Unit for editing the
manuscript.
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