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The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an autonomous
organization in 1968. It is a regional research centre for scholars and other specialists
concerned with modern Southeast Asia, particularly the many-faceted problems of
stability and sccurity, economic development, and political and social change.

The Institute is governed by a twenty-two-member Board of Trustees comprising
nominees from the Singapore Government, the National University of Singapore, the
various Chambers of Commerce, and professional and civic organizations. A ten-man
Executive Committee oversees day-to-day operations; it is chaired by the Director, the
Institute’s chicf academic and administrative officer.

The ASEAN Economic Research Unit is an integral part of the Institute, coming under
the overall supcrvision of the Director who is also the Chairman of its Management
Committee. The Unit was formed in 1979 in response to the need to decpen under-
standing of cconomic change and political developments in ASEAN. The day-to-day
operations of the Unit are the responsibility of the Co-ordinator. A Regional Advisory
Committee, consisting of a senior economist {rom each of the ASEAN countries, guides
the work of the Unit.

The Project on the Economic History of Southeast Asia was established in 1988
by the Rescarch School of Pacific Studies of the Australian National University,
Canberra. It is premised on the conviction that the varied contemporary economic
performance of Southeast Asia cannot be understood without reference to the past,
and that a concentration on this neglected arca will provide an important input into
Southeast Asian Studies on the onc hand, and a better understanding of the development
process on the other.

This paper in the Data Paper Serics: Sources for the Economic History of
Southcast Asia is published in conjunction with the ASEAN Economic Rescarch Unit
of ISEAS. To provide the data necessary for broader economic work, the series will
make available in English, and in contemporary metic measures, statistical data,
contemporary description, and pioneering scholarship currently inaccessible to most
analysts because of the diversity of languages, measures and locations in which they
are found. The project welcomes translations of sources and long statistical time series.
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PREFACE

Li Tana and Anthony Reid

This is the third in a series of volumes designed to make available some of the
crucial sources for a balanced understanding of Southeast Asian economic
history.

The Nguy&n kingdom of the seventeenth and eighteenth century is a
particularly vivid illustration of the problem of sources in this complex region.
Because it was determinedly Vietnamese, with a vigorous tradition of writing in
Chinese characters, yet also occupied a vital crossroads of the South China Sea,
the sources essential for studying its economic history are in Vietnamese,
Chinese, Japanese, Portuguese, Dutch, French and English. Nobody who has
written about it has commanded all these languages and controlled all the scattered
source material. An adequate economic history cannot be written until more of
these difficult sources are translated and edited. This volume can only embrace a
tiny fraction of the material available, but we hope it will act as a stimulus to
further work.

The choice of documents for translation was essentially that of the editors, but
many people have contributed to the completion of the volume. The translators of
each document are indicated, and we thank Ruurdje Laarhoven and Kristine
Alilunas-Rodgers for going far beyond the call of translation duty. David
Bulbeck, in addition to organizing the complex maps, glossary and index, has
laboured to produce a consistent volume from very inconsistent sources. David
Marr was an invaluable guide at every step, while Brigitte d'Ozouville provided
enlightenment for some particularly difficult cases of French translation. Evelyn
Winburn computer typeset and formatted the book, and devised a Vietnamese font
for its use. Beatrice Bodart-Bailey located our cover illustration, and Ian
Heyward of the ANU Cartography Unit redrew our maps for publication.

We are grateful to the Toyo Bunko, Tokyo, for reproduction of the Vietnamese
maps, and to Madeleine Ly Tio-Fane and the Royal Society of Arts and Science
of Mauritius for reproduction of the portrait of Poivre. We also thank Chuo
Koronsha, Tokyo, for allowing us to reproduce the cover illustration; Oxford

xii
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University Press, Kuala Lumpur, for permission to reproduce our Figures 2, 8
and 9; and the Ecole Frangaise d'Extréme-Orient, Paris, for permission to
reproduce our Figures 5 and 7.
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Figure 1. Dutch Map of Vietnamese and Neighbouring Kingdoms, ¢.1660.
Maps of the East Indies, Nos 265 and 269 of the Leupe Catalogue,
General Dutch Archive.






