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The Giovanni Agnelli Foundation is an independent cultural and research
institution in the field of human and social sciences. The principles underlying
all the Foundation’s research programmes and its other activities are: the
orientation to the future, focus on policy orientation, the complementary
approach to socio-economic variables and cultural and value systems. This
approach is applied in these years mainly in two general research areas. The first
is The New Geo-economy: it focuses on globalization and the changing conditions
of the worldwide economic competition and the international division of labour.
The second is Cultural Universes and Modernity: it studies the new role played
by the historical cultural traditions in the transition towards modernity within
the different cultural areas of the world. Special attention is paid to the dialogue
between cultures. The Senator Giovanni Agnelli Prize for Dialogue between
Cultural Universes, managed by the Foundation, refers strongly to this pro-
gramme. In this framework, the promotion of the knowledge on Asia has become
an autonomous programme of the Giovanni Agnelli Foundation.

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an
autonomous organization in 1968. It is a regional research centre for scholars and
other specialists concerned with modern Southeast Asia, particularly the many-
faceted problems of stability and security, economic development, and political
and social change. .

The Institute'’s research programmes are the Regional Economic Studies
Programme (RES, including ASEAN and APEC), Regional Strategic and Political
Studies Programme (RSPS), Regional Social and Cultural Studies Programme
(RSCS), and the Indochina Programme (ICP).

The Institute is governed by a twenty-two-member Board of Trustees
comprising nominees from the Singapore Government, the National University of
Singapore, the various Chambers of Commerce, and professional and civic
organizations. A ten-man Executive Committee oversees day-to-day operations; it
is chaired by the Director, the Institute’s chief academic and administrative officer.
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PREFACE

This volume comprises the revised and edited papers first presented
in late February 1996 at a conference in Turin, Italy. The conference
was a collaborative effort by the Giovanni Agnelli Foundation of Italy
and the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) in Singapore.
The idea of the conference came from the Giovanni Agnelli Foundation
which saw the need to promote a better understanding of Southeast
Asia among the academic, business, and media élite of Italy on the
eve of the first meeting of government leaders of Asia and Europe
(ASEM) in Bangkok in March 1996. The Giovanni Agnelli Founda-
tion also bore the costs of the conference and of the production of
ASEAN in the New Asia. ISEAS was responsible for getting scholars
from Southeast Asia and for editing and publishing this volume.

Since economic matters feature prominently in Southeast
Asia—-Europe relations, the focus of the conference was more
economic. However, the relationship between the two regions goes
beyond economics, and, further, any attempt to understand South-
east Asia must take into account the changes in the security
environment. So issues of politics and security were not ignored.
This is evident from the Table of Contents to this volume.

We take this opportunity to thank the authors of the articles in
this volume for their contributions.

Marcello Pacini Chia Siow Yue

Director Director

Giovanni Agnelli Foundation Institute of

TItaly Southeast Asian Studies
Singapore

June 1997





