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The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies was established as
an autonomous organization in May 1968. It is a regional
research centre for scholars and other specialists concerned with
modern Southeast Asia, particularly the multi-faceted problems
of stability and security, economic development, and political
and social change.

The Institute is governed by a twenty-two-member Board
of Trustees comprising nominees from the Singapore Govern-
ment, the National University of Singapore, the various
Chambers of Commerce, and professional and civic organiza-
tions. A ten-man Executive Committee oversees day-to-day
operations; it is chaired by the Director, the Institute's chief
academic and administrative officer.
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Preface

The driving force ... [of a country’s development] . ..
lies in factors such as the education level of the popula-
tion ...

Report of the Economic Committee, p. 5.

THE role of education in nation-building and economic
development is generally well understood and accepted.
For a small nation such as Singapore without a lot of natural
resources, the importance of investing in human resource
development cannot be over-emphasized. It is not surprising,
therefore, for Singapore to place such high priority on education.

The major education reforms initiated as a result of Dr Goh
Keng Swee's Report on the Ministry of Education marked an
important phase in the development of Singapore's education
system. As the first few cohorts of pupils affected by these
reforms have now passed through the system, it is timely to
present an objective and evaluative account of these reforms
and their impact on educational attainment. In doing so, I hope
to contribute my little bit towards a better understanding of the
education system.

I would like to express my appreciation and gratitude to my
former colleagues in the Ministry of Education, particularly
Mr Tan Yap Kwang, Deputy Director, Monitoring & Evaluation
Branch, without whose help the writing of this monograph
would not have been possible. I would also like to state that
while I have gained much insight during my service at the

x



Ministry of Education, the opinions and views expressed are
my own and should not be attributed to the Ministry.

Lastly, [ would like to dedicate this book to my son, Qingyao,
who has only just entered the education system. It is my hope
that he, too, will have a meaningful educational experience
throughout his years at school.

Soon Teck Wong





