
BANGKOK
May 2010

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

BM446 half Title Page 29-12.pdf   1   1/11/12   4:34 PM

Masiah
Text Box
Reproduced from Bangkok May 2010: Perspectives on a Divided Thailand edited by Michael J. Montesano, Pavin Chachavalpongpun and Aekapol Chongvilaivan (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2012). This version was obtained electronically direct from the publisher on condition that copyright is not infringed. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. Individual articles are available at < http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg >

http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg


The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as 
an autonomous organization in 1968. It is a regional research centre 
dedicated to the study of socio-political, security and economic trends 
and developments in Southeast Asia and its wider geostrategic and 
economic environment. The Institute’s research programmes are the 
Regional Economic Studies (RES, including ASEAN and APEC), Regional 
Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social and Cultural 
Studies (RSCS).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued more 
than 2,000 books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of 
research about Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publishing 
works with many other academic and trade publishers and distributors 
to disseminate important research and analyses from and about Southeast 
Asia to the rest of the world.

00 BangkokPreIT.indd   2 06/01/2012   11:26 AM



INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES
SINGAPORE

Edited by
Michael J. Montesano

Pavin Chachavalpongpun
Aekapol Chongvilaivan

Perspectives on a
Divided Thailand 

BANGKOK
May 2010

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

BM446 Title Page 29-12.pdf   1   1/11/12   4:34 PM



First published in Singapore in 2012 by
ISEAS Publishing
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace
Pasir Panjang
Singapore 119614
E-mail: publish@iseas.edu.sg
Website: <http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg>

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechani-
cal, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.

© 2012 Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore

The responsibility for facts and opinions in this publication rests exclusively with the authors  
and their interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views or the policy of the publisher or  
its supporters.

ISEAS Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Bangkok, May 2010: perspectives on a divided Thailand / edited by Michael J. 
Montesano, Pavin Chachavalpongpun and Aekapol Chongvilaivan. 
1. Thailand—Politics and government—21st century.
2. Monarchy—Thailand.
3. Political violence—Thailand.
I. Montesano, Michael J.
II. Pavin Chachavalpongpun.
III. Aekapol Chongvilaivan.

DS586 B211 2012

ISBN 978-981-4345-35-4 (soft cover)
ISBN 978-981-4345-34-7 (E-book PDF)

(Cover photo: Thai fire-fighters douse the Central World shopping mall building that was 
set on fire by anti-government “Red Shirt” protestors in central Bangkok, 21 May 2010. 
Source: REUTERS/Chaiwat Subprasom)

Typeset by International Typesetters Pte Ltd
Printed in Singapore by Seng Lee Press Pte Ltd

00 BangkokPreIT.indd   4 06/01/2012   11:26 AM



Contents

Contributors ix

 1. Introduction: Seeking Perspective on a Slow-Burn Civil War 1
Michael J. Montesano

 2. The Culture of the Army, Matichon Weekly, 28 May 2010 10
Nidhi Eoseewong

 3. Thoughts on Thailand’s Turmoil, 11 June 2010 15 
James Stent

 4. Truth and Justice When Fear and Repression Remain: 42  
An Open Letter to Dr Kanit Na Nakorn, 16 July 2010
Tyrell Haberkorn

 5. The Impact of the Red Shirt Rallies on the Thai Economy 55
Aekapol Chongvilaivan

 6. The Socio-Economic Bases of the Red/Yellow Divide: 64
 A Statistical Analysis

Ammar Siamwalla and Somchai Jitsuchon

 7. The Ineffable Rightness of Conspiracy: Thailand’s Democrat- 72
 ministered State and the Negation of Red Shirt Politics

Marc Askew

 8. A New Politics of Desire and Disintegration in Thailand 87
Chairat Charoensin-o-larn

00 BangkokPreIT.indd   5 06/01/2012   11:26 AM



vi    Contentsvi    Contents

 9. Notes towards an Understanding of Thai Liberalism 97 
Michael K. Connors

10. Thailand’s Classless Conflict 108
Shawn W. Crispin

11. The Grand Bargain: Making “Reconciliation” Mean Something 120
Federico Ferrara

 
12. Changing Thailand, an Awakening of Popular Political  131
 Consciousness for Rights?

David Fullbrook

13. Class, Inequality, and Politics 141
Kevin Hewison

 
14. Thailand’s Rocky Path towards a Full-Fledged Democracy 161

Kasit Piromya

15. The Color of Politics: Thailand’s Deep Crisis of Authority 171
Charles Keyes

16. Two Cheers for Rally Politics 190
Duncan McCargo

17. Thai Foreign Policy in Crisis: From Partner to Problem 199
Ann Marie Murphy

18. Thailand in Trouble: Revolt of the Downtrodden or Conflict 214  
among Elites?
Pasuk Phongpaichit and Chris Baker

19. From Red to Red: An Auto-ethnography of Economic and 230  
Political Transitions in a Northeastern Thai Village
Pattana Kitiarsa

20. The Rich, the Powerful and the Banana Man: The United 248  
States’ Position in the Thai Crisis
Pavin Chachavalpongpun

00 BangkokPreIT.indd   6 06/01/2012   11:26 AM



Contents  viiContents  vii

21. The Social Bases of Autocratic Rule in Thailand 267
Craig J. Reynolds

22. The Strategy of the United Front for Democracy against 274  
Dictatorship on “Double Standards”: A Grand Gesture to  
History, Justice, and Accountability
David Streckfuss

23. No Way Forward but Back? Re-emergent Thai Falangism, 287  
Democracy, and the New “Red Shirt” Social Movement 
Jim Taylor

24. Flying Blind 313
Danny Unger

25. The Political Economy of Thailand’s Middle-Income Peasants 323
Andrew Walker

26. Royal Succession and the Evolution of Thai Democracy 333
Andrew Walker

Index 339

00 BangkokPreIT.indd   7 06/01/2012   11:26 AM



00 BangkokPreIT.indd   8 06/01/2012   11:26 AM



Contributors

Aekapol Chongvilaivan is Fellow in and Coordinator of the Regional 
Economic Studies Programme of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies 
and editor, most recently, of Curbing the Global Economic Downturn: Southeast 
Asian Macroeconomic Policy (2010).

Ammar Siamwalla is Distinguished Scholar at and former President of 
the Thailand Development Research Institute. He is the dean of Thai 
economists, and a scholar with longstanding interests in Thailand’s 
agricultural economy, rural sector, and political economy.

Marc Askew is Associate Professor in the Regional Studies Program at 
Walailak University. He is, most recently, editor of Legitimacy Crisis in 
Thailand (2010) and author of a series of major articles on the conflict in 
Thailand’s far South.

Chris Baker is an independent scholar. With Pasuk Phongpaichit, he has 
co-authored numerous volumes and articles treating Thai history, Thai 
politics, and the Thai economy. Most recently, the pair have translated 
The Tale of Khun Chang Khun Phaen (2010) into English.

Chairat Charoensin-o-larn is Associate Professor of Political Science at 
Thammasat University. His research and publications concern such modern 
French critical theorists as Michel Foucault, Roland Barthes, Jacques 
Derrida, Gilles Deleuze, and Jacques Rancière and include a project on 
the aesthetics of contemporary Thai politics.

00 BangkokPreIT.indd   9 06/01/2012   11:26 AM



x    Contributors

Michael Connors teaches politics in the School of Social Sciences, 
La Trobe University. He is author of Democracy and National Identity in 
Thailand (2003; revised edition, 2007) and of “Thailand’s Emergency 
State: Struggles and Transformations”, Southeast Asian Affairs 2011. He 
is at work on a manuscript entitled “Contemporary Thailand: Politics, 
Culture, Rights”.

Shawn Crispin is Southeast Asia Editor of Asia Times Online 
<http://www.atimes.com> and Senior Southeast Asia Representative 
of the Committee to Protect Journalists. He is a former Bangkok  
bureau chief for both the Far Eastern Economic Review and Wall Street 
Journal.
 
Federico Ferrara is Assistant Professor in the Department of Asian and 
International Studies of the City University of Hong Kong. He is the 
author of Thailand Unhinged: The Death of Thai-Style Democracy (2011) and 
numerous articles on electoral and party systems.

David Fullbrook is an independent researcher with interests in agri-
business, conflict, development, energy, the environment and food 
security. His expertise lies in China, Laos, the Mekong River, Thailand, 
and Southeast Asia in general. He has worked with intergovernmental 
organizations, bilateral development agencies, and corporations, and 
contributed frequently to newspapers and magazines in the United 
Kingdom and East Asia.

Tyrell Haberkorn is Research Fellow in the Department of Political and 
Social Change of College of Asia and the Pacific of the Australian National 
University. She is the author of Revolution Interrupted: Farmers, Students, 
Law, and Violence in Northern Thailand (2011).

Kevin Hewison is Director of the Carolina Asia Center, and Professor in 
the Department of Asian Studies of the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. He has published extensively for nearly three decades on 
globalization and social change in Southeast Asia, especially Thailand; 
democratization; and labour issues.

00 BangkokPreIT.indd   10 06/01/2012   11:26 AM



Contributors  xi

Kasit Piromya was the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of 
Thailand from 2008 to 2011. During thirty-seven years as a career diplomat, 
his posts included those of Thai ambassador to Russia, Indonesia, Germany, 
Japan, and the United States.
 
Charles Keyes is Professor Emeritus of Anthropology and International 
Studies at the University of Washington. He has continuously conducted 
field-work in Thailand for five decades and published numerous books and 
articles on issues of religious, social, and economic change in Thailand. His 
monograph Isan: Regionalism in Northeastern Thailand (1967) ranks among 
the most influential works ever published on Thailand’s Northeast. It 
appeared in Thai translation in 2009.

Duncan McCargo is Professor of Southeast Asian Politics at the University 
of Leeds and author of Tearing Apart the Land: Islam and Legitimacy in 
Southern Thailand (2008) and numerous other agenda-setting works on 
Thai politics.

Michael J. Montesano is a Visiting Research Fellow at the Institute of 
Southeast Asian Studies and a historian. He is the book review editor for 
the blog New Mandala, and a regular columnist on Southeast Asian affairs 
for the Wall Street Journal Asia.

Ann Marie Murphy is Associate Professor in the Whitehead School of 
Diplomacy and International Relations at Seton Hall University and Fellow 
of the National Asia Research Program. Her research, both academic 
and policy-oriented, concerns political development in Southeast Asia, 
American policy towards the region, and the international relations of 
Asia. She is co-editor of Legacy of Engagement in Southeast Asia (2008).

Nidhi Eoseewong is one of Thailand’s most prominent living historians. 
He was for many years Professor in the Department of History, Chiang 
Mai University. A volume of his selected essays in translation, Pen & Sail: 
Literature and History in Early Bangkok, was published in 2005. A prolific 
columnist, he writes regularly for Matichon weekly magazine and in the 
Monday edition of Matichon daily newspaper. In July 2010 he was appointed 
to the National Reform Committee chaired by Anan Panyarachun.

00 BangkokPreIT.indd   11 06/01/2012   11:26 AM



xii    Contributors

Pasuk Phongpaichit is Professor of Economics at Chulalongkorn 
University. In addition to numerous volumes and articles on Thai history 
and politics and on the Thai economy, she and Chris Baker are, most 
recently, the translators and editors of The Tale of Khun Chang Khun Phaen 
(2010).
 
Pattana Kitiarsa is Assistant Professor in the Department of Southeast 
Asian Studies of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences of the National 
University of Singapore. He has published in both Thai and English in the 
fields of Thai popular Buddhism, transnational labour migration, boxing, 
and film. He is the editor of Religious Commodifications in Asia: Marketing 
Gods (2008).
 
Pavin Chachavalpongpun is Fellow in the Regional Strategic and 
Political Studies Programme at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies 
and Lead Researcher for Political and Strategic Affairs in the Institute’s 
ASEAN Studies Centre. He is a frequent commentator on Thai politics 
and foreign policy in a wide range of newspapers and author, most 
recently, of Reinventing Thailand: Thaksin Shinawatra and His Foreign 
Policy (2010).

Craig Reynolds is a Professor affiliated with the School of Culture, 
History and Language in the College of Asia and the Pacific of the  
Australian National University. He is the author of Seditious Histories: 
Contesting Thai and Southeast Asian Pasts (2006) and “Behind the Thai 
Crisis” at Inside Story, 29 April 2010 <http://inside.org.au/behind-the-
thai-crisis/>. 

Somchai Jitsuchon is Research Director for Macroeconomic Development 
and Income Distribution in the Macroeconomic Policy Program of the 
Thailand Development Research Institute.

James Stent served for two decades as a senior executive and director of 
the Bank of Asia. He is a former director of the Thai Rating and Information 
Services credit-rating agency, a former council member and Honorary 
Treasurer of the Siam Society, and a current director of the Beijing Cultural 
Heritage Protection Research Center.

00 BangkokPreIT.indd   12 06/01/2012   11:26 AM



Contributors  xiii

David Streckfuss is an independent writer and scholar who lives in 
Khon Kaen, northeastern Thailand. He is the author of Truth on Trial in 
Thailand: Defamation, Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (2010). He is an occasional 
contributor to such publications as the Bangkok Post and Wall Street 
Journal Asia.

Jim Taylor is Senior Lecturer in Anthropology at the University of Adelaide. 
He is the author of Buddhism and Postmodern Imaginings in Thailand (2008) 
and Forest Monks and the Nation-State: An Anthropological and Historical Study 
in Northeastern Thailand (1993). His interests include critical theory, rural 
social transformation and cultural change, anthropology and the discourse 
of development, ethno-ecology, and Thai Buddhism.

Danny Unger is Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science 
of Northern Illinois University and a scholar of comparative political 
economy, civil society, and international relations. His books include 
Building Social Capital in Thailand: Fibers, Finance and Infrastructure (1998) 
and, with Alasdair Bowie, The Politics of Open Economies: Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines and Thailand (1997).

Andrew Walker is an anthropologist in the College of Asia and the Pacific 
of the Australian National University. He is co-founder of the blog New 
Mandala (<http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/newmandala>) , which provides 
anecdote, analysis, and new perspectives on Mainland Southeast Asia. His 
new book is Thailand Political Peasants (forthcoming).

00 BangkokPreIT.indd   13 06/01/2012   11:26 AM



00 BangkokPreIT.indd   14 06/01/2012   11:26 AM




