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APPENDICES

Appendix 1

Fieldwork in Batu Pahat District

Fieldwork among the Malay villagers and Chinese processors 1n
Batu Pahat District, southwest Malaya, was carried out over a
cumulative two-month period during February-April 1979. I was
assisted by Ah Thor of Parit Bilal, whose energy and contacts
facilitated rapport with the processing sector, and by Abu of
Parit Sauh, whose respectful demeanour elicited friendly
cooperation from farmers who took time off from their daily toil
to respond to many of my inquiries. Their guidance alleviated my
rambling labours 1n an unfamiliar environment 11n which, as an
integral element of my study, it was necessary to venture to the
parit-sago areas where at times only soggy overgrown footpaths
indicated habitation further 1n. That oi1lpalm cultivation has
only recently been attempted 1ndicates the strong traditional
socioeconomic system of the Malays here.

This survey originally was to have covered, besides the
processors, 50 Malay and 50 Chinese farmers 1n order to permt a
comparative analysis of their attitudes and form of participation
in sago planting, and thereby determine potential or likely
trends of development. The pilot questionnaires administered to
five Chinese farmer-processors, as was feared, solicited what
turned out to be unreliable, sometimes patently erroneous
information concerning their farming activities, so that the
attempt was abandoned, e.g. processors refused to admit they had
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sago plantings or 1f persuaded, grossly understated their
ownership, and not a single peasant Chinese farmer could be
approeched who participated willingly 1n the survey. This
deviousness or lack of cooperation, while not unexpected, was
more severe than anticipated; the deficiency, confirmed by
inquiries among their Malay neighbours, led me to abandon the
attempt.

The Malay sago farmers successfully sought for 1nterview
numbered 52, of whom about 90% responded adequately to the
substantive 1inquiries made for the survey; because of their age,
or progressive reluctance 1n the face of 1nquiries, or relative
lack of knowledge, or 1nopportune moment 1n 1interviewing them,
about a dozen were not asked peripheral queries 1ntended to
highliight certain aspects of their participation in the 1industry.
Unfortunately some Malay farmers did not have a head for
statistics or rationalised perceptions on their farming lore, so
1t was 1mpossible to determine such aspects as proportions of
various types of farm 1ncomes, frequency of harvesting
arrangements, distance from the factories they supplied paims to,
net profit from sago sales, etc.

This research work was facilitated considerably by my study
of the o1lpalm and tapioca 1ndustries earlier for my master and
doctoral theses, respectively.

Specifics of the sago survey

a) Name of farmer
Ancestral background
Occupations
Proprietorship of sago holdings

b) Sago as sole or mixed crop
Other crops grown
Location of sago plantings
Age of oldest sago planting
Previous crops on sago planting
Maintenance of sago planting
Planting assistance received
Condition of sago planting: so1l type, water access,
pest problem
Productivity of sago holding

c) Increase or decrease in sago area since 1974
Reason for previously planting sago
If sago was or will be displaced, alternative crops
favoured
If sago sti1ll favoured 1in spite of poor market, reason
for persistence
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Benef1ts from sago farming

The most lucrative period of sago planting 1n farmer's
experience

Sago 1ncome in relation to farm income

Sale of leaves for attap or making attap for sale

Domestic use of sago products, at any time

d) Arrangement of: sale of sago stems
transport from field to factory
Location of purchasing factories

The questionnaire survey was aimed at determining the
character of the farming community which had taken up sago
farming 1n this District, e.g. whether the farmer belonged to an
indigenous or 1mmigrant community with expertise 1n the crop,
which age-group tended to favour such a long term 1investment,
since sago planting 1s unlike any other 1n 1ts ecological demands
and agronomic needs.

The mechanics of "plantation" sago culture were ascertained,
as very little reliable data 1s avatlable on the proper
cultivation of this crop in Malaya. Some of the 1nformation
obtained had not appeared 1in print before and possibly may be
disdained by ‘“experts", especially the armchair species who
tested forbearance to the limt. These must realise that more
fieldwork and experiments are required to build up useful
knowledge before proper evaluation of traditional expertise can
be attempted.

Analysis of the prevailing mood of the Malay farming
community towards this crop was made by determining the factors
which previously caused a spectacular resurgence of the 1industry
during the 1960s and early 1970s, and those which reversed this
trend 1n the same area since,

The specifics of raw material marketing were examined, since
unlike the Kelantanese and Sarawak Melanau, the Batu Pahat Malay
community had no 1interest whatsoever 1n the processing of the
crop and their cooperation had to be encouraged, through
appropriate facilities, so as to meet the demand for the raw
materials required by processors whose own farms were not
productive enough during enervating market situations.

It was difficult to trace factories to which Malays sold
their palms, 1n order to map the supply routes, because they only
knew processors by their nicknames or their sales were handled by
agents who were unwiliing to give detaills of their operations,
Fear of the Income Tax Department was the primary reason 1n more
cases than not. This 1s not the first time [ have been, wrongly,
feared as a possible spy for that organisation, in the course of

143



my fieldwork studies.

Prices quoted herein, except where otherwise stated, were
given by some factory-owners or their assistants. Contradictory
answers were obtained concerning the more extreme values: the
differences may be partly attributed to subjective influences 1n
seller-buyer relationships, distance of 1log suppliers, mode of
transport, etc. but the estimated ranges quoted should reflect
the trend adequately.

Except where otherwise 1ndicated, other statistics are
culled from Interviews, although I am inclined to Dbelieve some
were understated, e.g. factory capacity, labour force employed,
capital investment and raw material 1nputs and production. These
were slightly adjusted where personal observations and simple
mathematics dictated them, But 1n essence the original
intormation was retained to facilitate comparability at their
level., Reliable Tlabour statistics are lacking and the 1local
branch of the Department of Labour did not have a list of sago
factories to match mine, even when taking 1nto consideration that
a quarter of the enterprises probably relied exclusively on
family labour and were not bound to report to the Department 1n
compliance with labour laws.

Except for Johore, Malacca, Penang & Province Wellesley and
Trengganu, new spelling of place names 1n the Federation of
Malaya which have arisen was not always adopted; the various
government departments  were 1nconsistent  too. That  1n
publications of the Mimistry of Agriculture 1s adhered to here
because of use of their data for this study.
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APPENDIX V

Major Sago Areas In Malaysia Barat, 1966, 1974 and 1979

Sole M1 xed
STATE/DIstrict (acre) 1966 1974 1979 1966 1974 1979
MALAYSIA BARAT 4,119 1,863
JOHOR 2,715 4,282 3,356 81 616 423
Batu Pahat 2,022 4,255 3,296 - - 341
Keluang 87 7 - - - -
Muar 514 - 7 - 514 2
Pontian 85 20 52 39 - 32
Segamat - - - - 80 47
KEDAH 17 2% 7 104 114 86
KELANTAN 551 240 319 149 169 44
Kota Bharu 500 186 279 - 2 2
Pasir Mas - - 32 58 55 25
Pasir Puteh - - - 44 49 5
MELAKA 650 250 - 205 540 348
Alor Gajah 450 250 - - 300 309
Jasin - - - 165 125 40
Melaka Tengah 200 - - 40 115 -
NEGER| SEMBILAN 200 213 156 125 - 259
Jelebu 50 35 - - - -
Kuala Pilah - 120 121 90 - -
Rembau 130 30 30 - - 200
PAHANG - 35 - 31 41 10
P. PINANG & S, PERAI - - - 21 10 5
PERAK 94 121 182 629 803 630
Batang Padang 4 8 49 30 70 -
Kinta 30 15 5 50 35 25
Krtan - - - 20 55 247
Larut & Matang 60 60 32 212 100 252
Perak Tengah - 28 69 - 220 -
Selama - - 27 117 B8O 96
Perak Hilir - - - 200 241 -
PERL IS - - - - - -
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APPENDIX V

Major Sago Areas in Malaysia Barat, 1966, 1974 and 1979
- continved -
Sole Mixed
STATE/D1strict (acre) 1966 1974 1979 1966 1974 1979
SELANGOR 65 50 79 118 140 20
Sepang* - - 79 - - -
Ulu Langat 55 50 - - 20 -
Ulu Selangor - - - 50 50 -
TERENGGANU 116 - 20 22 140 37
Besut 60 - - - 30 10
Kuala Terengganu 6 - 20 - 50 27
Ulu Terengganu 35 - - 2 50 -

NOTES: Only Districts with over 50 ac sole or mixed crop in any of the
years are included: "main™ crop acreages were recorded in few
Districts in any of the years; v, Appendix |{vb,

Sepang was part of Kuala Langat until 1975, sago appeared in

1976.

SOURCE* Miscel laneous Crop Acreages, 1966, 1974, Area of Miscel laneous

Crops 1979,
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