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The Southeast Asian Studies Program (SEASP) was established
in December 1976 by a group of scholars from Southeast
Asia, It aims at promoting comparative research and
writing on Southeast Asia by social science and humanities
scholars of the region. It 1is directed by a committee
composed of representatives of various countries in the
region, but it is based at and formally affiliated with the

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies,

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies was established as
an autonomous organization in May 1968, It is a regional
research centre for scholars and other specialists
concerned with modern Southeast Asia, particularly the
multi-faceted problems of stability and security, economic

development, and political and social change.

The Institute is governed by a twenty—two-member Board
of Trustees comprising nominees from the Singapore
Government, the National University of Singapore, the
various Chambers of Commerce, and professional and civic
organizations, A ten-man Executive Committee oversees
day-to-day operations; it 1is chaired by the Director, the

Institute's chief academic and administrative officer.
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FOREWORD

The Southeast Asian Studies Program (SEASP) was established
in 1976 in response to a need to promote comparative
research and writing on Southeast Asia by scholars in the
Social Sciences and Humanities., Of particular concern was
the lack of appropriate tertiary 1level teaching and
reference materials pertaining to the region and written
from local, though not  necessarily nationalistic,
perspectives,

Towards this end, SEASP initiated four activities:
the first three of these focused on the preparation of a
series of country-specific volumes on Politics and
Government; History; and World-Views., The fourth comprised
a scheme of Teaching and Research Exchange Fellowships.
This scheme commenced in 1982 in response to a need for
greater regional collaboration in teaching and research
among and between scholars and institutions of higher
learning.

The Exchange Fellowships have enabled not only
qualified scholars to teach and undertake research in other

Southeast Asian countries but also universities to acquire
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the teaching and research services of scholars from other
Southeast Asian countries., Moreover, each fellow has been
required to complete his or her research during the period
stipulated in the award. This publication grew out of
this process,

Needless to say, this work could not have been
completed without the co-operation of the host institution,
Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University, and the home
institution of the fellow, College of Arts and Letters,
Department of  English  and Comparative  Literature,
University of the Philippines System. We would also 1like
to express our thanks to the Stiftung Volkswagenwerk for
its generous financial support to the Teaching and Research
Exchange Fellowships as a whole.

In thanking all our benefactors and the author, as
well as others who have in one way or another helped to
make this publication possible, it is clearly understood
that the responsibility for the facts and opinions

expressed in Self and Society in Southeast Asian Fiction:

Thematic Explorations in the Twentieth Century Fiction of

Five ASEAN Countries rests with the author, and her

interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views and

policies of SEASP or its supporters.

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
SOUTHEAST ASTIAN STUDIES PROGRAM



PREFACE

The need for Southeast Asians to understand each other's
cultures and literatures is apparent and recognized, The
formation of regional groups such as the ASEAN has further
underscored this need, especially among its member-
countries, Attempts have been made to forge cultural links
in the form of conferences, regional literary prizes, and
various forms of cultural exchange. But it seems to me
that these have not been enough -- the lack of knowledge
and/or interest in the culture of each others' countries 1is
widespread in the region.

This study is, first of all, a personal response to a
situation which has repeatedly faced this author.
Travelling to or living in various Southeast Asian
countries such as Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, and
Malaysia, I marvel at the similarities: people who look so
much like me that I am often mistaken for one of them;
flora and fauna so like those in my own country; problems
and frustrations of day-to-day life similar to those at
home. Yet, in these seemingly familiar surroundings, I

often feel like a stranger. In this situation, the need to
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acquire a more profound knowledge of a culture and its
people has never been more apparent., To meet this need, I
have tried to study the literature of these countries as it
reflects the people's values and concerns.

This study is, secondly, a small attempt to contribute
to the research efforts of scholars who are engaged in the
study of Southeast Asian literature. There are not too
many, most of them coming from Australia, the United
States, and Europe. Southeast Asian scholars are only now
beginning to interest themselves in the literature of the
region, There 1s no dearth of country studies, but
Southeast Asian scholars and academics seldom look at the
literature of Southeast Asian countries other than their
own, or make an attempt to compare them directly, This is
understandable, since there are very few translations
available and to acquire even a rudimentary knowledge of
the languages involved takes time.,

Finally, this study is an attempt to interest not only
academics but the general reader in the 1literature of
Southeast Asia., Fiction seems a good place to start as it
presents ordinary people working out their lives in
everyday circumstances, Moreover, fiction is ubiquitous in
the modern literatures of Southeast Asia, As in other
parts of the world, much of it 1is written for cheap
entertaimment but much also deserves serious study,

This study makes no claim to being in any way
comprehensive or exhaustive, In the comparative approach
to the study of Southeast Asian fiction, it can be
considered a small beginning., But beginnings have to be
made, however limited in scope or tentative in nature, I

therefore beg the reader's indulgence for whatever
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inadequacies are to be found here. I hope, however, that
this work will serve to awaken or heighten his interest in
Southeast Asian fiction., As I try to demonstrate in the

following pages, it deserves his attention.

Thelma B. Kintanar
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