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ISEHS The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies was established as an
autonomous organization in May 1968 It is a regional research
centre for scholars and other specialists concerned with modern
Southeast Asia The Institute’s research interest 1s tocused on the
many-faceted problems of development and modernization, and
political and social change 1n Southeast Asia.

The Institute 1s governed by a twenty-four member Board of
Trustees on which are represented the University of Singapore and
Nanyang Unwversity, appointees from the government, as well as
representatives from a broad range of professional and civic
organizations and groups. A ten-man Executive Committee oversees
day-to-day operations, 1t 1s chatred by the Director, the Institute’s
chiet academic and administrative officer

The responsibility for facts and opmmions expressed in this
publication rests excluswely with the author and his interpretations
do not necessarily reflect the views or the policy of the Institute or its
supporters.
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PREFACE

The question of ‘the news’ from Third World countries, and
Western press coverage of it in particular, has of late become a
matter of sharp debate, at times even to the point of accusation and
counteraccusation of ‘distortion’ and ‘discrimmation’ Southeast
Asia has not been an exception to this general trend In this light,
Dr. Rodney Tiffen’s analysis of ‘‘how social processes affect the pic-
ture of Southeast Asia conveyed through news to the Australian
public’ 1s all the more welcome and timely, and 1t should be of con-
siderable nterest to not only those concerned with
Australian/Southeast Asian relations but also the wider scholarly
community

The News from Southeast Asia forms part of Dr Tiffen’s ongoing
research nterest in Australian attitudes to Asia and news coverage
of Asia. Specifically, 1t grew out of a project on “The Flow of News
from Southeast Asia to Australia’” based at the Institute This pro-
ject was made possible through the award of a fellowship to Dr Tif-
fen under the Institute’s Australian/Southeast Asian Relations Pro-
gramme In addition to enabling Dr. Tiffen to gather data from
other sources, this fellowship enabled him to travel around South-
east Asia and interview foreign correspondents working in the
region The Fellowship in Australian/Southeast Asian Relations 1s
funded through an annual grant from the Australian Federal
Government, and the Institute 1s extremely grateful to the
Australian Federal Government for this support Furthermore, it 1s
our hope that the Fellowship in Australian/Southeast Asian Rela-
tions will become a regular feature of the Institute’s research and
fellowship programmes.

In thanking the Australian Federal Government and wishing Dr
Tiffen and his work all the best, 1t 1s clearly understood that respon-
sibility for facts and opinions expressed in the volume that follows



rests exclusively with Dr Tiffen and his interpretations do not
necessarily reflect the views or policy of the Institute or its
supporters

KERNIAL S SANDHU
Director
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

28 October 1978



CONTENTS

Acknowledgements and list of interviewees

Chapter One  INTRODUCTION 1

Chapter Two  NEWS CHANNELS 18
News Agencies 18
Newspaper Correspondents 26
Television and Radio 33
News Magazines 36

Chapter Three SOUTHEAST ASIA AS ANEWSBEAT 41
Routes to Southeast Asia 42
Problems and Satisfactions 50
Tools and Routines 55
Newsbeat Structure 59

Chapter Four NEWS ORGANIZATION AND AUDIENCE 69

Idea of Audience 69
News Organizations 70
Autonomy, Constraints and Controls 74
Treatment of Copy 79
Chapter Five  NEWS VALUES 89
Good and Bad Journahsm 89
Competition 102
Story Lines and Stereotypes 109
Chapter Six INFORMATION CRAFTSMEN 120
Colleagues and Grapevines 121
Sources 131
Decisions 139

Chapter Seven PROCESS AND PICTURE EASTTIMOR 160

Information Channels 162
Development of Antagonistic Relations
with Indonesia 168

East Timor and the Australian Agenda 173

Chapter Eight VARIETIES OF TRUTH 182
News and Ideology 183
Newsmaking 191
Press Performance and Story Types 191

Bibliography 203





