Reproduced from Domination and Contestation: Muslim Bumiputera Politics in Sarawak by Faisal S. Hazis
(Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2012). This version was obtained electronically direct from the
publisher on condition that copyright is not infringed. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior
permission of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. Individual articles are available at
< http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg >

DOMINATION:
CONTESTATION



Masiah
Text Box
Reproduced from Domination and Contestation: Muslim Bumiputera Politics in Sarawak by Faisal S. Hazis (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2012). This version was obtained electronically direct from the publisher on condition that copyright is not infringed. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. Individual articles are available at 
< http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg >

http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an autonomous
organization in 1968. It is a regional research centre dedicated to the study of socio-
political, security and economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia and its
wider geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s research programmes
are the Regional Economic Studies (RES, including ASEAN and APEC), Regional
Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social and Cultural Studies
(RSCS).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued more than 2,000
books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of research about Southeast
Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publishing works with many other academic
and trade publishers and distributors to disseminate important research and analyses
from and about Southeast Asia to the rest of the world.



DOMINATION:
CONTESTATION

Muslim Bumiputera Politics in Sarawak

FAISAL S. HAZIS

INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES
Singapore



First published in Singapore in 2012 by
ISEAS Publishing

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace

Pasir Panjang

Singapore 119614

E-mail. publish@iseas.edu.sg

Website: <http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg>

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the Institute
of Southeast Asian Studies.

© 2012 Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore.

The responsibility for facts and opinions in this publication rests exclusively with the
author and his interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views of the policy of the
publishers or their supporters.

ISEAS Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Faisal S. Hazis.
Domination and contestation : Muslim Bumiputera politics in Sarawak.

1. Sarawak—~Politics and government.
2. Melanau (Malaysian people)—Malaysia—Sarawak—Politics and government.
3. Muslims—Malaysia—Sarawak—Politics and government.
I Tide.
DS§597.37 F17 2012

ISBN 978-981-4311-58-8 (soft cover)
ISBN 978-981-4311-59-5 (e-book, PDF)

Typeset by Superskill Graphics Pte Ltd
Printed in Singapore by Mainland Press Pte Ltd



CONTENTS

List of Tables

List of Figures

Preface

List of Abbreviations

1. Introduction

2. State and Social Forces in Sarawak

3. The Resurgence of Muslim Bumiputera Politics, 1970-81

4. Years of Turbulence, 1981-87

5. Consolidation and Domination of the Muslim Bumiputera,
1987-2003

6. Muslim Bumiputera Politics in the Post-Mahathir Era,
2003-06

7. The Coastal Malays of Southwest Sarawak: A Case Study of
the Muslim Bumiputera’s Political Domination

8. Conclusion

Postscript

Appendices

1. Sarawak Election Results, 1970—-2006

2. Sarawak Parliamentary Constituencies, 2004

3. Sarawak Council Negeri’s Constituencies, 2006

Bibliography

Index

About the Author

vil
Ix
X1

xiii

22
71

113

152

206

228
267
275
283
305
306
309
327

346






LIST OF TABLES

1.1 BN'’s Performance in Sarawak Parliamentary Elections,

1970-2004 2
1.2 BN’s Performance in Council Negeri Elections, 1970-2006 3
2.1 Malaysia: Gross Domestic Product by Industry of Origin,

1970 and 2000 38
2.2 Malaysia: Employment by Occupation, 1970 and 2000 39
2.3 Malaysia: Tax Revenue, 1991, 2000 and 2005 46
2.4 Public Sector Development Expenditures in the Second Malaysia

Plan (1971-75) and the Eighth Malaysia Plan (2001-05) 51
2.5 Sarawak: NGOs, 2005 57
3.1 Party Representation at Each Level of Government, 1963 77
3.2 Reported Mass Conversions during Rahman Yakub’s

Administration 87
3.3 The SBN’s Performance in the Negeri Elections, 1970-79 89
3.4 The SBN’s Performance in the Parliamentary Elections,

1970-78 90
3.5 Net Transfer of Government Revenue from the

Federal Government, 1964—80 93
3.6 PBB’s First Office Bearers 99
3.7 Abdul Rahman Yakub-linked Companies that

Received Timber Licences 103

4.1 Development Projects and Financial Grants Promised or

Distributed by the BN Leaders during Sarawak Elections,

1982-87 142
4.2 Development Projects, Financial Grants and Other

“Goodies” Promised or Distributed by the BN Leaders

during the 1987 Election 143

5.1 The SBN’s Performance in the Parliamentary Elections,
1982-2004 169
5.2 The SBN’s Performance in the Negeri Elections, 1983-2001 170



List of Tables

viii
5.3 The Public Sector’s Development Expenditure in Sarawak,

1964-2004 172
5.4 The Negeri Government Expenditure on Minor Rural Projects,

1981-2004 174
5.5 Development Projects and Financial Grants Promised or

Distributed by the BN Leaders in the Sarawak Elections,

1990-2001 175
5.6 Sarawak: Gross Domestic Product by Kind of Economic

Activity at Constant Prices, 1970-2004 181
5.7  Sarawak: Employed Population by Occupation, 1970-2004 184
5.8 Sarawak and Malaysia: Mean Monthly Household Income

(in current prices), Sarawak and Malaysia 1976-2004 186
5.9 Sarawak and Malaysia: Incidence of Poverty, 1976-2004 187
5.10 Sarawak: Selected Socio-Economic Indicators, 1990 and 1995 188
5.11 “Islamic Projects” Promised or Distributed by the BN Leaders

during the Sarawak Elections, 1982-2004 195
7.1 Population in Southwest Sarawak by Ethnic Groups,

1960 and 2000 232
7.2 Occupation of the Coastal Malays in Southwest Sarawak,

2003 234
7.3 Household Income of the Coastal Malays in Southwest

Sarawak, 2003 236
7.4 DPercentage of Popular Vote Received by BN in

Three Negeri Seats in Southwest Sarawak, 1970-2006 241
7.5 Development Projects and Financial Grants Promised or

Distributed by the BN leaders to Southwest Sarawak Malays
during the Elections, 1978-2006 245



LIST OF FIGURES

2.1

2.2

5.1

7.1
7.2

7.3

Territorial Expansion of Sarawak from “Old Sarawak” to
“New Sarawak”, 1841-1905
Political Patronage in Malaysia

Islamic Institutions in Sarawak

Southwest Sarawak

Level of Satisfaction among the Coastal Malays in
Southwest Sarawak towards the Government, 2003
Grassroots Leadership in Sarawak

24
63

193

229

252
260






PREFACE

This book is a revised and updated version of my PhD thesis submitted to
Universiti Sains Malaysia in 2008. It analyses the political domination of the
Muslim bumiputera in Sarawak, focusing on the period between 1970 and
2006. The book also draws attention to the most recent development in
Sarawak politics particularly the historic 2008 elections which are highlighted
in the Postscript.

The idea behind this study was sparked by the need to fill the knowledge
vacuum on Muslim bumiputera politics that had been left unattended for
so long. Since most of the literature on Muslim bumiputera politics covered
the colonial and post-Independence period, this study analyses political
change among the community beyond the corresponding period. At the
same time, this study aims to contribute to the ongoing debate on state
power in Malaysia especially its capabilities to dominate society. While
much of the existing literature tends to focus on the overwhelming power
of the state, this study argues that the state has to occasionally accommodate
various social forces which subsequently lead to changes in society and the
state itself. This strategy would safeguard the state’s position in society but
paradoxically weaken its authority.

Since the literature on Muslim bumiputera politics in Sarawak is relatively
sparse, this study had to rely heavily on documentary evidence such as
government gazettes, local newspapers and government documents as a major
source of information. In analysing the Muslim bumiputeras voting trend,
this study utilized the electoral data published by the Election Commission
of Malaysia. This was complemented by referring to secondary sources,
books and journals, on Sarawak politics and on Muslim bumiputera politics
specifically.

In the course of completing this book, several individuals and institutions
had guided, supported and inspired me. My greatest gratitude goes to my
supervisor, Professor Dr Francis Loh Kok Wah, for setting ambitious goals
and constantly pushing me to achieve them. I am also grateful to Professor
Dr Johan Saravanamuttu for his kind advice during the early stage of my study.
In Sarawak, I must thank my colleagues at the Faculty of Social Sciences,
Universiti Malaysia Sarawak for their support and encouragement. The staff
at the Sarawak Museum Library were helpful with archival documents. I am

Xi



xil Preface

grateful to them. My thanks also go to the Civil Service Department whose
scholarship provided me the financial security needed to complete this
long arduous journey. Finally and most importantly, this book would
not have been made possible without the support of my beloved wife Afifah,
my children Yasmeen and Yaseen, Mak, Abah, my best of pals Andrew Aeria,
James Chin, Khoo Khay Jin and others whose names are too many to be
listed here. Although these individuals and institutions have supported me
in various ways in the publication of this book, they are not liable for the
views expressed in it. That burden I solely shoulder.

Faisal S. Hazis
Faculty of Social Sciences
Universiti Malaysia Sarawak

March 2011
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