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Preface

This book is a study of the interaction of Buddhism and politics in
Thailand. The central assumption is that Buddhism and the Sangha (the
community of monks) are a facet of the society’s total culture, and as
part of the socio-political structure they permeate other parts and insti-
tutions as much as they are affected by them. The study places the
effects of the forces of socio-political change on Buddhism and the
Sangha and their responses to changes at the centre of the dynamic in-
teractions of Buddhism and politics. I try to show why and how
politics, especially ideological polarization, has penetrated into the
Sangha, and how it responds. As the influence of Buddhism pervades
the entire life and every activity of the Buddhists, I then try to demon-
strate how Buddhism has been invoked to initiate, explain, legitimize,
and defend ideologies and political actions taken by the political
monks.

The whole problem of the Sangha stems from the fact that it has
been caught in the tide of radical change, and it does not have many al-
ternatives. Whether or not the monks are willing to get involved in
politics, they cannot escape being drawn into the political arena. In this
connection, I try to analyse how the Sangha can preserve itself and the
religion in an unadulterated form while maintaining popular support.

The data for the core chapters are derived from two major sources:
(1) field research between 1974 and 1977 which involved observations
and personal communication with individuals, some of whom are the
main characters in the book; (2) documentary data including confiden-
tial government documents, and publications of political groups both
freely and clandestinely distributed.



When I was gathering field data, many people — both monks and
laymen — gave their cooperation in many ways, and some of them are
mentioned in the book. Others, to whom I am greatly indebted, prefer
to remain anonymous. I am especially grateful to those who kindly and
enthusiastically expressed their views during interviews and conversa-
tions and in correspondence. I also thank certain government officials
and individuals who provided me with information. They too choose to
remain anonymous. Without their cooperation and goodwill, critical
analysis could hardly have been made for lack of insight, and this study
would have been very peripheral.

My intellectual debt to friends and mentors is so great that I can
never fully repay them. I am greatly indebted to Professor T.O. Ling of
the Department of Comparative Religion, University of Manchester,
and Charles F. Keyes of the Department of Anthropology, University
of Washington at Seattle, for their advice in the early stages of formu-
lating the concept and for their valuable comments on the manuscript. 1
am also grateful to Professor Hans Dieter-Evers, Faculty of Sociology,
University of Bielefeld, and to Dr Huynh Kim Khanh and Dr Sharon
Siddique of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore for
reading and making critical and useful comments on the manuscript.

I must also thank the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies for giv-
ing me a research fellowship which enabled me to concentrate on writ-
ing and revising the manuscript. I highly appreciate the assistance and
support of Professor Kernial S. Sandhu, Director of ISEAS, extended
to me throughout my four-month stay in Singapore. I greatly benefited
from the discussions with the research officers and other fellows at
ISEAS which contributed to the improvement of the manuscript. I
would like to thank the secretarial staff of ISEAS for providing excel-
lent typing services, and I greatly appreciate the expert services and
excellent library facilities provided by Mrs Lim Pui Huen, Librarian of
ISEAS, and her staff.
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