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Glossary of Terms
(In order of relevance)

Arms: Any weapon wielded by Man. Includes weapons 
of mass destruction, planes, tanks, and capital ships; 
demolitions, ammunition, and any individual or crew-
served weapons.

Ammunition: All projectiles, such as bullets and shot, that 
can be fired from guns or otherwise propelled.1

Demolitions: A term used to describe explosives and the 
firing systems and detonators used to detonate them. The 
firing systems in particular can be everyday-use items 
such as cell phones and two-way radios and will not 
be considered “demolitions” until they are paired with 
explosives and detonators into a complete system.

Small Arms: A term generally understood to refer to small 
caliber weapons including revolvers and self-loading 
pistols, rifles and carbines, sub-machine guns, assault 
rifles, and light machine guns. Small arms are a category 
of light weapons.2

Light Weapons: A term generally used to denote weapons of a 
weight and size such that they are either man-portable or 
crew-portable. Includes light mortars, grenade launchers, 
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light anti-armour rockets, and medium and heavy 
machine guns. This term is often used in conjunction 
with, and sometimes as a synonym for, small arms.3

Guns: A term usually used to describe a weapon that uses 
expanding gases caused by an explosion in a chamber 
to propel a projectile. This book will use this term 
interchangeably with “small arms” and “light weapons” 
but will not use it to describe heavy artillery, which is 
outside the scope of this research.

Firearms: This term is a synonym for “guns”.

Munitions: This term includes firearms and the ammunition 
used by those arms.

Arms Transfers: This term describes any process of handing 
over arms from a source to an end-user. Transfers can 
be legal or illegal, licit or illicit, and can be the result 
of a purchase, a trade, or a diversion such as theft.

Arms Trade: Refers to the overall system of arms transfers, 
methods of payment, and supply of arms.

Arms Trafficking: Refers to the organized illegal transfer 
of arms.

Illegal: Prohibited by law or official rules.4 In the context of 
the arms trade, this term can refer to the manufacturing 
or transfer of arms, the legal status of banned weapons 
or materials, or to the status of end users that are under 
sanction by national or international laws.

xviii	 Glossary of Terms
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Illicit: Not accepted by society at large. In the context of 
the arms trade, this term can refer to the manufacturing 
or transfer of arms, the legal status of banned weapons 
or materials, or to end-users that are of disputed or 
uncertain legal status. For example, an arms transfer 
from a factory in the United Kingdom via a transit point 
in Turkey to a Sudanese end-user banned by the British 
Government, may be considered a violation of British 
laws but is perfectly legitimate in the view of Turkey 
and Sudan. Outside observers would properly identify 
such a transfer as illicit.

Combined Operations: Military operations that include 
elements from the armed services of two or more 
countries. For example, a patrol conducted by naval 
vessels from the Philippines and Malaysia is a combined 
patrol.

Joint Operations: Military Operations that include elements 
of two or more services from the same country. For 
example, a patrol conducted by Navy boats and Air 
Force helicopters is a joint patrol.

Paramilitary: Of, relating to, or being a group of civilians 
organized in a military fashion.5 This term is used 
interchangeably with “law enforcement”.

The Sulu Zone: Refers to the area that encompasses north 
and east Sabah, the Sulu Archipelago, southern Palawan, 
western Mindanao, and the northern part of the Celebes 
Sea. “The Sulu Zone” is a synonym for the “tri-border 
area” and the “Sulu Sea region”.6

Glossary of Terms	 xix
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