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The Indian Ocean Research Group (IORG) <http://www.iorgroup.org>
is a social science policy-oriented research network focusing on Indian
Ocean issues of common regional concern. The principal aims of
IORG are:

• To encourage research on geopolitical, economic, socio-cultural,
environmental, scientific and technological issues relevant to the Indian
Ocean Region.

• To promote dialogue on the peaceful uses and ecologically sustainable
development of maritime resources based on the principle of Common
Heritage.

• To foster interstate cooperation in the sustainable management of ocean
resources and the peaceful resolution of maritime disputes.

• To ensure a holistic discourse on the human and environmental security of
the Region among its states, peoples and communities.

• To contribute to an understanding of the causes as well as the effects of a
wide range of non-traditional Regional security threats.

• To facilitate information flow and discussion on international maritime
regimes and the rights of states and local communities representing the
Indian Ocean Region.

• To initiate informed policy debate among governments, NGOs, business
groups, academics and other stakeholders in the Indian Ocean Region
on issues of common concern.

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an
autonomous organization in 1968. It is a regional centre dedicated to the
study of socio-political, security and economic trends and developments
in Southeast Asia and its wider geostrategic and economic environment.
The Institute’s research programmes are the Regional Economic Studies
(RES, including ASEAN and APEC), Regional Strategic and Political Studies
(RSPS), and Regional Social and Cultural Studies (RSCS).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued almost
2,000 books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of research
about Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publishing works
with many other academic and trade publishers and distributors to
disseminate important research and analyses from and about Southeast
Asia to the rest of the world.
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PREFACE

On behalf of the Indian Ocean Research Group (IORG) Inc. we would like
to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the Sultanate of Oman for so
generously hosting our 2007 Conference in Muscat. Particular thanks go
to His Excellency Abdullah bin Hamad bin Saif Al-Busaidi for his patronage
of the Conference. We also especially thank all of the officials from the
Ministry of Fisheries Wealth, especially its Undersecretary, His Excellency
Dr Hamed bin Said Al Aufi, and the local Conference organizers,
Dr Ahmed Al-Hosni and Habib Abdullah Habib Al-Hasni. We are
particularly grateful, however, to one person who has been instrumental
in facilitating IORG links with Oman and in strengthening Indian Ocean
relations more generally, and that is, His Excellency Said bin Nasser Al
Khusaibi. Fortunately for us, His Excellency is a member of the IORG
International Advisory Board. However, the Conference could not have
taken place without the generous support of all of the sponsors — gold,
silver and bronze.

We are also grateful to Ambassador K. Kesavapany, Director, Institute
of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), Singapore, for his wholehearted
support for publishing the volume under the ISEAS banner. This has
expanded the institutional linkage between ISEAS and IORG.

For all delegates, the Conference was an unforgettable experience, not
only due to the excellent local organization to, from, and during the
various Conference sessions, but also as a result of the memorable social
programme, which included an incredible trip around Muscat harbour
and beyond on a local, wheelchair-accessible dhow (a lateen-rigged ship)
— thanks mainly to Tim Doyle’s excellent organizational skills!

IORG also owes a great debt to the Indian Ambassador to Oman, His
Excellency Ashok Kumar Attri, who very generously hosted a sumptuous
reception at his wonderful Muscat residence.
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Finally, the editors of this book once again thank all IORG Conference
participants and contributors for their continuing fine scholarship, ongoing
enthusiasm, patience, and, above all, their friendship.

x Preface
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