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2. A traditional Malabar mosque (photographed in the early twentieth century) with a covered 
veranda and multi-storeyed wooden superstructure. Its circular turret recalls the region’s Shiva 
temples; according to Ludovico de Varthema, its function was akin to that of a minaret. 
Source: Archives mission 21: Basel Mission, ref. no. QC-30.11100010.
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3. Calicut’s Mithqal Mosque. Malabar’s mosques share many stylistic features with those of maritime 
Southeast Asia.  
Source: Sebastian Prange.
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4. Jawi text from a lithograph edition of Abd al-Samad al-Palimbani’s Hidayat al-Salikin (Indonesia: 
Maktabat al-Madaniyya, 1354 H.)
Source: R. Michael Feener.
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5. Page from Fath al-majid fi hadith al-nabi al-hamid, a Tamil translation of hadith-accounts 
published in 1292 AH.
Source: Torsten Tschacher.
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8. Announcement for a performance of the play 
Gul Bakawali by the Persian Ladies and Parsee 
Opera Company of Bombay in Kampong 
Boyan, Singapore. 
Source: Reproduced with permission from Cambridge 
University Library, Scott UR 6.22. 
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9. Back cover of Syair Indra Sebaha, published in Singapore in the late nineteenth century. 
Source:  Reproduced with permission from British Library Board. All rights reserved.
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10. Laili’s father finds out about the two lovers (Syair Laili Majnun (1888), opposite p. 23).
Source: Leiden University Library. Photo by Jan van der Putten.
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11. The “wizard” trickster is coaxing Aladdin.
Source: “Bahwa inilah Hikayat Alauddin yang terlalu amat indah ceretanya terkarang ole Tuan A.F. van Dewall. Tercap di 
matbaat Jawi Peranakan oleh Haji Muhammad Siraj — Singapura, 1889.” (KITLV Library).

Colour pgs.indd   11 7/16/09   3:04 PM



12. The wizard tries to switch lamps.
Source: “Bahwa inilah Hikayat Aladdin yang terlalu amat indah ceretanya terkarang ole Tuan A.F. van Dewall. Tercap di 
matbaat Jawi Peranakan oleh Haji Muhammad Siraj — Singapura, 1889.” (KITLV Library).
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