
1. Shmuel Sadka, David’s great-grandfather. 
Sadka’s daughter Farha married Nissim Mashal, 
David’s paternal grandfather. Source: David 
Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.

2. Farha Sadka’s sisters and families. From left: Esther Sadka 
& her 3 children; Saddick Sassoon, Esther’s husband; and 
Chahla Sadka and her children. Seated is Saul Tweg, Chahla’s 
husband. Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.

3.   Top left: Farha Sadka, wife of Nissim Mashal and mother of Saul Mashal, David’s father. Source: David Marshall Collec-
tion, ISEAS Library. 4.   Top right:  David’s paternal grandfather, Nissim Mashal. Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS 
Library.
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5.   Top: The Marshall family at the Botanic Gardens in 1930. From left: David, Sonny, Saul, Reggie, Rose, and Meyer.
Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.

6. & 7.   Below, left & right: Saul Nissim Marshall in Australia in the late 1940s. Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS 
Library.



8.   Top: David (centre), leaving for Switzerland in 1925. Tan Ah Tah (right), was on the way to read law at Cambridge on 
a Queen’s Scholarship. Tan later became Singapore’s fi rst Asian Supreme Court judge. Source: David Marshall Collec-
tion, ISEAS Library.    9.   Bottom left: David feeding pigeons in St Marks’ Square, Venice during a recuperation trip in 
1925. Source: Malayan Monthly.   10.   Bottom right: David, working at his books in Switzerland in 1925. Source: Malayan 
Monthly.



11.   Left: David with tennis racket. Photograph quite possibly 
taken in Europe in the 1920s. Source: David Marshall Collec-
tion, ISEAS Library.

12.   Top: A very young David, playing with a rabbit. Date 
unknown but most probably in early 1920s. Source: David 
Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.

13.   Bottom: David leaving for London on board the MM Felix 
Rousel in July 1934. David is standing third from the right. 
Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.



14. Top left: Dapper in striped double-breasted suit 
(late 1920s). 

15.   Top right:  David the swimming enthusiast.

16.   Left: Outside his father’s house in Katong.

17.   Bottom: On the tennis court
Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.



18. Left: David, relaxing on the tennis 
court during his Belgian sojourn in 1929. 
Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS 
Library.

19. Bottom left. David in the uniform of a 
private soldier as a member of the Straits 
Settlements Volunteer Force, outside his 
father’s house in Katong. Source: David 
Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.

20. Bottom right. An emaciated David 
during World War II, taken at his POW 
camp in Japan. Source: David Marshall 
Collection, ISEAS Library.

21.   Overleaf top: David and his camp 
mates at the Japanese POW Camp in 
Nisi-Asibetsu, Japan at the end of the 
War. He is standing in the middle of the 
picture, pipe in mouth. Source: David 
Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.

22.   Overleaf bottom: The Marshall clan 
in Perth in 1953. Back row, left to right: 
David, Rose, and Sonny. Front row, left 
to right: Meyer, father Saul, and Reg. 
Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS 
Library.
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23. & 24.  David the brilliant lawyer. Studio photographs from late 1940s. Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.





25. David on the campaign trail. Source: David Marshall 
Collection, ISEAS Library.

26. David on the way to cast his vote, 1955. Source: 
The Straits Times.

27. David victorious, acknowledging his cheering support-
ers at the Victoria Memorial Hall, 2 April 1955. Source: The 
Straits Times.

28. Taking his oath of offi ce as Assemblyman for Anson, 
1961. Source: The Straits Times.
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29. Members of the Labour Front gather at David’s apartment at Meyer Mansions to strategise on 3 April 1955. 
Victor Mendis (extreme left); JM Jumabhoy (third from left); Lim Yew Hock (fi fth from left); Richard Chuan Hoe 
Lim (sixth from left); Francis Thomas (seventh from left); and David (extreme right). Source: The Straits Times.

30. David leaving Government House in his trademark open-top Jaguar, SF 1171 after meeting Governor John 
Nicoll to discuss the formation of the Government, April 1955. Source: The Straits Times.



31.   Presenting his cabinet to the people ‘under the Old Apple Tree’ at Empress place. Standing behind David are Armand J 
Braga, JM Jumabhoy and Francis Thomas. Source: The Straits Times.



32.   Left: The fi rst cabinet 
outside the steps of Govern-
ment House after their swearing 
in. Front row left to right: 
Chew Swee Kee (Minister for 
Education); David Marshall 
(Chief Minister and Minister for 
Commerce); Governor Sir John 
Nicoll; William AC Goode (Chief 
Secretary); Edward John Davies 
(Attorney-General). Back row 
left to right: Francis Thomas 
(Minister for Communications 
& Works); Tom Hart (Financial 
Secretary); Lim Yew Hock 
(Minister for Labour & Welfare); 
Abdul Hamid bin Haji Jumat 
(Minister for Local Government, 
Lands & Housing); Armand J 
Braga (Minister for Health); and 
JM Jumabhoy (Assistant Minister 
for Commerce). Source: David 
Marshall Collection, ISEAS 
Library.

33.   Top: David with Governor Sir John Nicoll, April 1955. This photograph belies the 
intense dislike the two men had for each other. Source: The Straits Times.
34.   Bottom: Welcoming the new Governor, Sir Robert Brown Black at Kallang Airport. 
David walks with Sir Robert while Chief Secretary William Goode accompanies Lady 
Black. Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.
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35.   David at his offi ce on the fi rst day of work at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry in Fullerton Building. Source: The 
Straits Times.



36.   David, with Governor Sir Robert Black, welcoming Secretary of State for the Colonies, Sir Alan Lennox-Boyd, at Kallang 
Airport on 31 July 1955. Source: The Straits Times.

37.   David with his old friend Sir Malcolm MacDonald, 
Commissioner-General for Southeast Asia, at the Padang. 
Source: Sim Swee Seng.

38.   David Meeting Tunku Abdul Rahman in Johore in 1955. 
Source: Nanyang Siang Pau.



39.   Top: David listening intently at one of his Meet-the-People sessions which he held at the Assembly 
House. Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.

40.   Bottom: Crowds milling around and waiting their turn to see the Chief Minister during a Meet-the-People 
session at the Assembly House. Source: David Marshall Collection, ISEAS Library.
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