Reproduced from Rising India and Indian Communities in East Asia, edited by K. Kesavapany, A. Mani,
and P. Ramasamy (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2008). This version was obtained
electronically direct from the publisher on condition that copyright is not infringed. No part of this
publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies. Individual articles are available at < http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg >

R1smg [ndia

Indian |
Communities

EastHAsia



Masiah
Text Box
Reproduced from Rising India and Indian Communities in East Asia, edited by K. Kesavapany, A. Mani, and P. Ramasamy (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2008). This version was obtained electronically direct from the publisher on condition that copyright is not infringed. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies. Individual articles are available at < http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg >

http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

2/2LUE89 L/

7968 — 2008

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an autonomous
organization in 1968. It is a regional centre dedicated to the study of socio-political,
security and economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia and its wider
geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s research programmes are the
Regional Economic Studies (RES, including ASEAN and APEC), Regional Strategic
and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social and Cultural Studies (RSCS).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued almost 2,000
books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of research about Southeast
Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publishing works with many other academic
and trade publishers and distributors to disseminate important research and analyses
from and about Southeast Asia to the rest of the world.



Rising India
and

Indian |
Commumtles

Easthsia

EEEEEEEE

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
Singapore



First published in Singapore in 2008 by
ISEAS Publishing

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace,

Pasir Panjang

Singapore 119614

E-mail: publish@iseas.edu.sg
Website: http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording
or otherwise, without the prior permission of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.

© 2008 Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore

The responsibility for facts and opinions in this publication rests exclusively with the authors and their
interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views or the policy of the publisher or its supporters.

ISEAS Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Rising India and Indian communities in East Asia / edited by K. Kesavapany, A. Mani and
P. Ramasamy.
1. India—Relations—East Asia.

2. East Asia—Relations—India.
3. India—Relations—Southeast Asia.
4. Southeast Asia—Relations—India.
5. India—Foreign economic relations—East Asia.
6. East Asia—Foreign economic relations—India.
7. Indians (Asian people)—East Asia—History.
8. Indians (Asian people)—Southeast Asia—History.
I.  Kesavapany, K.
II. Mani, A.
I1I. Ramasamy, P. (Palanisamy), 1949-

DS450 E37R59 2008

ISBN 978-981-230-868-9 (soft cover)
ISBN 978-981-230-799-6 (hard cover)
ISBN 978-981-230-800-9 (PDF)

Typeset by International Typesetters Pee Ltd
Printed in Singapore by Utopia Press Pte Ltd



CONTENTS

List of Tables
List of Figures
Preface

The Editors

The Contributors

REGIONAL AND HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

1 India and Indians in East Asia: An Overview
Wang Gungwu

2 Indians and the Colonial Diaspora
Marina Carter

3 The Movement of Indians in East Asia: Contemporary and
Historical Encounters
Amarjit Kaur

4 Community Formations among Indians in East Asia
A. Mani

5 India and Southeast Asia in the Context of India’s Rise
Kripa Sridharan

X
xiii
XV
xvil

XIX

12

27

49

71



vi

Contents

6 Indias Engagement with East Asia
Pradeep K. Kapur

7 India’s Economic Engagement with East Asia:
Trends and Prospects
Nagesh Kumar

8 Brand India and East Asia
Faizal Yahya

9  Japan-India Relations: A Time for Sea Change?
Iakio Yamada

10 Indian Interactions in East Asia
Arun Mabizhnan

COUNTRY PERSPECTIVES

Brunei Darussalam

11 A Century of Contributions by Indians in Negara Brunei

Darussalam
A. Mani

China

12 China: Indians’ New-found Land
Ji Ping

13 Blue-collar Indians: Imperceptible Yet Important in
Hong Kong
James Joseph Keezhangatte

Indonesia

14 Indians in a Rapidly Transforming Indonesia
A. Mani

Japan

15 Indians in Tokyo and Its Vicinity
Masako Azuma

87

107

130

146

157

171

195

207

229

255



Contents vii

16 The Indian Community in Kobe: Diasporic Identity and 269
Network
Yuki Tsubakitani and Masakazu Tanaka

Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam

17  Rising India and Indians in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam 287
Sudhir Devare

Korea

18 Indians in Korea 301
Narayanan Kannan

Malaysia

19 A Ciritical Review of Indian Economic Performance and 319
Priorities for Action
R. Thillainathan

20 Dolitics of Indian Representation in Malaysia 355
P Ramasamy

21 Indians in Malaysia: Towards Vision 2020 375
S. Nagarajan

22 Tamil School Education in Malaysia: Challenges and 399
Prospects in the New Millennium
K. Arumugam

23 Socio-economic Self-help among Indians in Malaysia 422
K. Anbalakan

24  Ethnic Clashes, Squatters and Historicity in Malaysia 436
Andrew Willford

25 Indian Hindu Resurgence in Malaysia 456
Carl Vadivella Belle

Myanmar

26. Indians in Myanmar 485

Thet Lwin



viii Contents

Philippines

27  The Indian Community in Metro Manila: Continuities, 499
Changes, and the Effects of Rising India
Lorraine Carlos Salazar

28 Contemporary Indian Communities in Western Visayas 525
Joefe Santarita

Singapore

29  From Mandalas to Microchips: The Indian Imprint on the 549
Construction of Singapore
Asad-ul 1qbal Latif

30 Demographics, Incomes and Developmental Issues amongst 568

Indians in Singapore

G. Shantakumar and Pundarik Mukhopadhaya

31 The Role of the Singapore Indian Development Association 602
(SINDA) in Uplifting the Educational Performance of
Indian Students
S. Vivakanandan

32 Singapore’s New Indians: Attracting Indian Foreign Talent 619
to Singapore
Arunajeet Kaur

33  The Changing Indian Performing Arts Scene in Singapore 635
Uma Rajan

Taiwan

34 Towards a Dynamic Economic Partnership: India-Taiwan 651
Relations Update
Fu-Kuo Liu

Thailand

35 Indians in Thailand 669
Srisurang Poolthupya

Index 687



3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4

4.1

4.2

7.1
7.2
7.3

7.4

11.1
11.2

11.3
11.4

13.1
13.2

14.1
14.2
14.3

LIST OF TABLES

The Indian Population in Burma, 1872-1931
Malaya: Population by Racial Group, 1911-47
Singapore: Size of Foreign Labour Force, 1970-2000
Malaysia: Migrant Workers by Country of Origin,
1998-2004

Diversity of Human Flows from the Indian
Sub-continent to East Asia
Settlement of Indians in East Asia, 2005

India’s Trade with East Asian Countries

Percentage Share of India’s Trade with East Asian Countries
FDI Inflows Received by India from the East Asian
Countries, 2000-05

India’s Outward Direct Investment (Approved) to

East Asian Countries 2002—-03 to 2004-05

Indian Population in Brunei Darussalam, 1911-2001
Total Population by Racial Groups in Brunei Darussalam,
1960-2001

Arrivals from South Asia, Brunei Darussalam, 2002
Foreign-born South Asian Population by Year of Arrival,
Country of Birth and Gender, 2001

Indian Domestic Workers in Hong Kong
Wage for Household Work

Ethnic Groups in Medan, 1930
Ethnic Groups in Medan, 2000
Ethnic Groups in Jakarta, 2000

34
37
42
44

56

68

119
120
121

123

173
174

175
176

214
217

232
232
235



List of Tables

14.4
15.1

16.1
16.2
16.3
16.4
16.5
16.6
16.7
16.8

18.1
19.1
19.2
19.3
19.4
19.5
19.64
19.64
19.7
19.8
19.9
19.10
19.11
19.12
19.13

19.14

Distribution of Hindus in Jakarta, 2000

Socio-economic Background of Indian Migrants and their
Status in Japan

Gender Sex and Marriage Status
Age

Regional Origin

Religion

Nationality

Place of Birth

Generations

Frequency of Visits to India

Korean Investment in India during the Period 1991-2004

Growth and Sectoral Composition of GDP, 1970-2005
Malaysia: Employment by Occupations, 1970-2000
Employment by Major Occupational Group, 2000-05
Percentage Distribution of Educational Attainment of
Labour Force, Various Years

Changes in Occupational Profile of Individual Ethnic
Groups vs Malaysian Workforce, 1970-2000
Employment by Occupation of Indians: Share and
Composition (%), 2000-05

Changes in Occupational Profile of Indians vs Malaysian
Workforce, 2000—05

Indian Share of Registered Professionals

Indian Share of Registered Professionals, 2000 & 2005
Percentage Distribution of Educational Attainment of the
Labour Force by Gender and Ethnicity, 2000

Percentage Distribution of Educational Attainment of the
Labour Force by Gender & Ethnicity, 2004

Percentage Distribution of Labour Force by Highest
Certificate Obtained, Gender & Ethnicity, 2004

Mean Monthly Household Income by Ethnic Group
Ratio of Mean Monthly Household Income

(at Current Prices) by Ethnic & Income Groups

(1995 & 1999)

Incidence of Poverty & Hardcore Poverty by Ethnic
Group, 1999 & 2004

236
259

280
280
280
281
281
281
281
282

309
322
322
323
324
326
326
328
329
330
332
332
333
334
334

335



List of Tables Xi

21.1  Distribution of Indians in the Rural and Urban Areas of 378
Peninsular Malaysia

21.2  The Ethnic Composition of the Malaysian Civil Service, 383
2005

22.1  Vital Statistics on Tamil Schools in 2000 400

22.2 UPSR Results Comparison Between Different Medium 405
Schools

22.3  The Relative Progress for Period 1998-2004 405

224  Number of 7As Achievers in UPSR Assessment 405
Examination 1999-2005

22.5  Allocations for Tamil Schools under Malaysia Plans 408
1990-2010

23.1  Distribution of Households by Income and Race in 423
Peninsular Malaysia, 1970

26.1  Hindu Population by State/Division 490

26.2  Land Holding by Size of Holding in Myanmar: 1993 491
and 2003

27.1  Indians in Metro Manila 502

28.1  Indian Population in Western Visayas 532

28.2  Population of People of Indian Origin in Western Visayas 532

28.3  Commercial Establishments in Bacolod City and Negros 534
Occidental

28.4  Commercial Establishments in Iloilo City and Panay 534

30.1  Key Indicators of Singapore’s Main Ethnic Populations, 569
1980-2005

30.2  Selected Demographic and Social Indicators, Resident 571
Indian Population, 1980-2005

30.3  Indian Population in Singapore, 1871-2005 572

30.4  Resident Population and Growth Rates by Ethnic Group, 573
1980-2005

30.5  The Economically Active Population, 1957-2005 574

30.6  Age-Sex-Special Economic Activity Rates for Indians, 575
1980, 1990, 2000 and 2005

30.7  Unemployment Rates (%) by Sex, 1957-95 575

30.8  Occupational Distribution (%) of Working Persons, 576

1990-2005



xii List of Tables

30.9  Distribution (%) of Working Persons by Industry, 577
1990-2005, Selected Years

30.10 Median Incomes (S$ per month) of Working Persons, 578
1972-2005

30.11 Income Distribution in Decile Groups — Indians and 582
Other Ethnic Groups, 1990-2005

30.12 Changes in Social Welfare of Indians and Other Ethnic 583
Groups, 1990-2005

30.13 Highest Qualification Attained, 1990-2005 587

30.14 Working Persons (15+) by Highest Qualification Attained 587
by Sex, 1995 and 2005

30.15 Enrolment at Different Faculties (National University of 590
Singapore), 1970 and 1980

30.16 Local and Foreign University Enrolment, 1990 Census 590

30.17 Distribution of University Graduates by Major Field of 592
Study, 1990, 1995 and 2005

30.18 Distribution (%) of Aged Population by Ethnic Group and 593
Educational Achievements, 2000

30.19 Educational Attainment for Selected Age Groups, 594
1990 Census

31.1  Percentage of PSLE Pupils Who Passed Mathematics 606

31.2  Percentage of PSLE Pupils Eligible for Secondary Schools 606

31.3  Percentage of GCE ‘O’ Level Pupils with at Least 607
5 O-Level Passes

31.4  Progress of Indian Children after SINDA Intervention by 611
Subject and Level

34.1  Taiwan’s Future Export to India: Growth Rate 654

35.1  Number of Tourist Arrivals to Thailand by Nationality 671
(2001-04)

35.2  Foreign Investment Net Applications and Applications 671
Approved by BOI by Major Countries (2003-05)

35.3  Number of Arrivals and Departures Classified by 671

Nationalities



3.1
3.2
3.3
7.1
12.1

15.1
15.2

16.1

18.1
18.2
18.3
18.4

28.1
28.2
28.3

31.1
31.2

LIST OF FIGURES

Indian Migration Flows

Burma and Malaya: Comparative Flows of Indian
Immigrants, 1910-35

Malaysia: Expatriates by Country of Origin, 2006

India’s GDP Growth Rates, 1951-2006
The Main Locations of the Indians in China

Indian Population in Japan
Distribution of Indians by Region, Japan

Fluctuations in ICCJ] Membership

Asia and the Location of Korea in Asia

Per Capita GND, North and South Korea, 1953-90
The Silk Road Project

The Korean Alphabet

Western Visayas, Central Philippines

Mr Mohan Singh, Assistant Priest of Iloilo

Sikh Temple with a Family of Sikh Adherents

Informants and Mr Mohan Singh in the Iloilo Sikh Temple

Total Enrolment in SINDA's Tuition Programmes
Volunteers Recruited 1997-2006

xiii

32
32
45
109
200

256
257

271

303
304
305
306

528
536
537

609
612






PREFACE

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) published a major work,
Indian Communities in Southeast Asia, edited by the late Professor K.S. Sandhu
and Professor A. Mani in the early 1990s. That study provided an extensive
treatment of Indians in various Southeast Asian countries.

In the past decade, the economic rise of India; the migration of skilled
Indian personnel across international borders; the changing perception
of India in relation to its global role; and, more importantly, the slow
transformation of its foreign policy have posed new scholarly and academic
challenges for scholars of international political economy, in general, and
ethnic studies, in particular.

ISEAS decided to take up the intellectual challenge of understanding the
relationship between the rise of India and Indian communities in East Asia.
It organized a two-day conference on the topic, “Rise of India and Indians in
East Asia”, in October 2006. The conference also received support from the
Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA). The conference sought to answer
several questions: what does “rising India” mean? How are members of the
Indian communities in East Asia responding to the rise? How is India tapping
into the energies of these Indians, such as by organizing the annual Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas (Overseas Indian Day)? Will India pay greater attention to
people of Indian origin? Will Indians in East Asia, in turn, identify themselves
with their ancestral land, or will they view the identification as jeopardizing
their links with the countries where they have settled? The present volume,
which contains thirty-five chapters, is the product of that conference.

Like the volume published in the early 1990s, the study of Indians in East
Asia adopts a country-based perspective. However, unlike the earlier volume,
the country study of Indians in East Asia is interwoven into the phenomenon
of India’s rise. This is not a study of India’s relations with overseas Indians, of
the transformation of India’s foreign policy, or of India’s emergence as a great

XV



XVi Preface

power. It is the study of Indian communities in East Asia in the context of
a rising India. The term “Indian communities” refers to both those Indians
who migrated and settled in different national settings during the colonial
period, and those who have arrived, more recently, as skilled migrants.

The chapters in this volume are organized under the broad categories
of regional and historical perspectives, and country perspectives. The book
focuses on three major themes. The first theme, a continuation from the
earlier volume, examines the contemporary position of Indians in the East
Asian region. The aim of this section is to identify the challenges, problems
and successes of Indians in the region in the previous five decades. Related
to this theme is the examination of community formations, integration and
efforts to form social movements, including self-help groups, amongst Indians
in countries such as Singapore, Malaysia, Myanmar and Indonesia. The
second theme examines the phenomenon of “new Indians”, which includes
the arrival of thousands of people from the sub-continent in the countries
of East Asia. The phenomenon includes the migration of professionals,
businessmen, domestic workers, plantation workers, and those employed
in the construction sector. The third theme looks at the impact of a rising
India on settled Indian communities as well as the “new Indians” — recently
arrived professionals — in the East Asian region.

In spite of the thematic focus, the study takes into account the situation
on the ground, where the existing Indian communities, the “new Indians”
or a ‘rising India” did not develop a unified framework to relate to one
another and did not coordinate their relations under the umbrella of diaspora
management. Individuals and groups in the sub-continent responded to
opportunities in Southeast Asia and beyond not as parts of a diaspora
coordinated from South Asia. This feature of their migration allowed
individuals and groups to assimilate or integrate themselves into various
parts of Southeast Asia with ease. As the nation-states of East Asia largely
determined the outcome for individuals and groups, the nation-state is used
as the demarcation for most chapters of this book, while allowing for a few
overview chapters that address partial regional approaches to the study of
Indians in East Asia.

K. Kesavapany, A. Mani and P Ramasamy
Singapore
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