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Foreword

This timely book, published by the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, is a
significant contribution to knowledge about an important sector of our
economy. Energy security is one of the most important issues on the
international agenda. The competition between states for access to energy
resources could, potentially, be a cause for misunderstanding and conflict. In
an era when oil prices are high and rising to US$78 per barrel, and when
Singapore imports 100 per cent of its energy needs, it is useful to help our
citizens understand the complexities of issues relating to energy. This
comprehensive book includes eleven chapters on Singapore’s energy issues,
four on China, one each on  ASEAN, India, Japan, Middle-East, Australia
and Russia. It includes a wide range of topics, including, coal, gas, oil rigs,
solar power, and bio-fuels. The book also contains contributions by well-
known oil companies such as ExxonMobil and Singaporean companies such
as Keppel and Sembawang, which are pre-eminent in the building of jack-up
oil rigs. The diversity of views and in-depth knowledge makes it a valuable
and informative guide for students and others interested in energy issues.

Looking ahead, there is much work to be accomplished in the Singapore
energy field. First, the Inaugural Singapore Energy Conference (SEC), held
on 8–9 November 2006, sought to inform policymakers and industry leaders
of the latest trends and ideas in the global energy industries. Over the years,
we hope that the SEC will become a premier energy conference and position
Singapore as an important thought centre on energy issues. After all, Singapore
is a major oil refining and trading centre and a leading manufacturer of oil
rigs in the world.

Singapore acceded to the Kyoto Protocol in 2006 and as a result, it has
an international obligation to reduce its carbon emissions. As our economic
activities all use energy derived from fossil fuels and result in carbon emissions,
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we need to focus on energy efficiency and find various ways to conserve
energy. We should also promote fuel-efficient vehicles, such as hybrid vehicles,
vehicles powered by CNG and other non-polluting or low-polluting fuel
systems. Singapore could also be a centre for research on fuel cell and solar
energy. This book also touches on the important nexus between energy and
the environment. We should aim for Singapore to become a centre of excellence,
not only in energy studies, but also in environmental studies, just as we have
become a leader in water technologies. In time, Singapore should consider
setting up a think-tank or research centre on energy issues.

This book can be viewed as one of the first steps in that long journey.
I commend ISEAS on the hard work and vision that has resulted in this
informative, useful and comprehensive book.

Tommy Koh
Chairman

Institute of Policy Studies
September 2006
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Preface
The Energy Programme of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies represents
one of ISEAS’ latest initiatives. The rise of oil prices in 2005 and 2006,
combined with the continuing impact of 9/11 and the search for energy
security by rising powers China and India, has stimulated both scholarly and
lay interest in an issue that is of not only economic but strategic importance.
Although the programme began in the 1980s, it was revived in June 2004 and
has been well received, with thirty-five talks or seminars organized till the end
of June 2006.

This book is based on a selection of the talks presented at the ISEAS
Energy Forum. They range from energy conservation to oil rig manufacturing
and the energy needs of India and China. While scholarly and reflective of the
data and ideas presented at the forum, it is written in an accessible way so as
to stimulate public awareness of key energy issues facing Singapore and the
region. The writers bring to bear on the subject not just their expertise but
also their ability to explain complex issues in an easily understandable manner.
The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies would like to express its appreciation
to the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung for its financial support.

I am particularly appreciative of Mr Mark Hong who conceived and
developed the energy studies programme at ISEAS. I also appreciate his help,
together with that of Mr Teo Kah Beng, in editing this book. Hopefully, this
book will add to the growing knowledge on a subject which is going to be of
critical importance in the twenty-first century.

K. Kesavapany
Director

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
September 2006
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development for the energy sector in the UAE. Prior to joining DMCC, he
worked as a Consultant for Saudi Aramco in its crude marketing and corporate
planning departments. He has also held senior positions as Director of
Industry Analysis at the Atlantic Richfield Company in Los Angeles, Energy
Consultant with Arthur D. Little, and Chief Energy Economist at the Unocal
Corporation’s Asia office in Singapore. Prior to joining the private sector, he
headed the Energy Project at ISEAS, where he wrote the first book on
Singapore’s energy sector and set up the Singapore chapter of the International
Association of Energy Economics as Founding Member and Secretary.
e-mail: Tilak.Doshi@dmcc.ae

Steve Puckett heads the Asia-Pacific energy consultancy, TRI-ZEN, and is
also a partner in private equity and people development businesses. He was
previously in a regional leadership role with a major energy corporation. In
Singapore, he serves on the National Council of Engineering Organizations
and is Chairman of the Institution of Chemical Engineers. He is a board
member of the British Chamber of Commerce where he is Chairman of
both the Energy and Utilities group and the Corporate Social Responsibility
group. He also serves on the governing board of the AACMP and has
particular interests in continuing professional development, sustainable
development and corporate governance.
e-mail: steve@tri-zen.com

Andrew B. Seck holds the position of Business Planning and Support Manager
for Shell’s EP operations in the Americas. He also holds the role of Vice-
President Corporate Affairs for all Shell EP Companies in the United States.
He has a Ph.D. in Natural Resource Law and Policy (Centre for Energy,
Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy, University of Dundee, Scotland). His
doctoral thesis is entitled “Financing Upstream Oil and Gas Ventures in the
Transitional Economies of the Former Soviet Union: A Study of Foreign
Investment and Associated Risks”; and B.Sc. in Geological Engineering from

xxii The Contributors

00 EnergyPersp Prelims 3/21/07, 8:52 AM22



xxiii

Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada. Currently based in Houston,
Texas, his team of planners and economists have the responsibility for
developing the annual business plan for EP in the Americas (USA, Canada,
Brazil, Venezuela and Argentina); strategic cost leadership; capital approvals
and allocation; and strategy and management support. Prior to joining EPW,
he worked for eight years in Russia, where he held various positions for Shell
in Moscow and for Sakhalin Energy in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. Before Shell, he
worked as Senior Field Engineer for Schlumberger International in various
locations throughout Southeast Asia and has held several consultancy roles.
e-mail: Andrew.Seck@shell.com

Viktor Snegir is General Manager-Commercial, Sakhalin Energy Investment
Company Ltd (Sakhalin Energy) currently based in Moscow. He graduated
from Belarusian State Economic University and People’s University of China
in Beijing with a degree in Economics. His areas of responsibility include
marketing of LNG and negotiations of the contracts for LNG supply from
the Sakhalin-2 project with customers in Asia-Pacific countries, as well as
interaction with federal government of the Russian Federation and Sakhalin
Oblast Administration on these issues. From July 2005 till March 2006,
he was Acting Head of Moscow Representative Office. He was responsible for
functioning of Moscow office and interacts with the Russian Government
and various Moscow-based governmental agencies and institutions on various
issues related to the project. Before joining Sakhalin Energy, Snegir worked at
the Commercial Department of the British Embassy in Moscow, promoting
cooperation between Russian and UK companies, was Deputy Head of
Moscow representative office of Kvaerner E&C, and worked as a consultant
with major Russian companies such as Norilsk Nickel, Basic Element.
e-mail: viktor.snegir@sakhalinenergy.ru
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