
“This collection provides a powerful and sophisticated analysis of how 
environmental movements influence politics in Asia, and how politics 
influences movements. It effectively comes to grips with the diversity 
of cases and regimes, and should be essential reading for all those who 
care about how growing environmental stresses and challenges are 
confronted in Asia.” 

John S. Dryzek
Centenary Professor, University of Canberra

“Interest in the environment never recedes; it is just reworked for a 
new era. This important book reflects the challenges and questions 
currently foremost in scholars’, activists’ and policy-makers’ minds—the 
Anthropocene, environmental justice, China’s Belt and Road Initiative, 
and post-politics—all addressed through the lens of environmental 
movements in Asia.” 

Jonathan Rigg
Professor at the School of Geographical Sciences, 

University of Bristol

“How have authoritarianism, democratization and political change 
affected environmentalism in East and Southeast Asia? How have 
environmental mobilization and demands for environmental justice at 
the grassroots influenced politics there? What are the implications for 
the region’s rampant environmental degradation, incessant resource 
extraction and burgeoning contribution to global pollution? These are 
among the vital questions answered by this insightful and well-crafted 
volume. It will be a valuable resource for researchers, students, activists 
and policymakers.”

Paul G. Harris
Chair Professor of Global and Environmental Studies, 

Education University of Hong Kong
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“The anthropocene is not only about how humans have become the 
dominant influence in shaping our planet. It is also about the extent 
to which the environment has captured the imagination of our species 
and served to rework our societies and politics. This book shows 
convincingly that the concept is as relevant in Asia as anywhere. The 
editors’ overall introductory argument and the impressive collection of 
finely nuanced country case studies make an important contribution to 
our understanding of environmental movements in East and Southeast 
Asia, both in their own right and as embedded in the wider politics of 
the countries in question.”

Philip Hirsch
Emeritus Professor of Human Geography, 

University of Sydney

“Despite its claims to universality, the Anthropocene concept remains 
largely a Western phenomenon. Yet the importance of Asia for the 
Anthropocene can hardly be overstated. This book is crucial in correcting 
this view by putting environmental movements in Asia center stage. 
Taking into account the diversity of the political, economic and social 
situations of Asian countries, it offers a differentiated overview of the 
landscape of ecological problems in the region. Finding solutions to the 
global ecological crisis will hinge, in large part, on Asia.”

Eva Horn
Professor of Literature and Cultural History,

University of Vienna
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The ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute (formerly Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies) is an autonomous organization established in 1968. It is  
a regional centre dedicated to the study of socio-political, security, 
and economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia and its 
wider geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s research 
programmes are grouped under Regional Economic Studies (RES), 
Regional Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social 
and Cultural Studies (RSCS). The Institute is also home to the ASEAN 
Studies Centre (ASC), the Singapore APEC Study Centre, and the 
Temasek History Research Centre (THRC).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued  
more than 2,000 books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher  
of research about Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS 
Publishing works with many other academic and trade publishers  
and distributors to disseminate important research and analyses from 
and about Southeast Asia to the rest of the world.
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