
“This is a uniquely well-informed account of Vietnam’s serious internal debates 
leading to the decision to join ASEAN in 1995. The story starts with a probing 
analysis of Hanoi’s regional diplomacy and relations with the Soviet Union, 
China and the United States from the 1970s onward. Entering the 1990s, the 
narrative shows how Vietnamese policymakers struggled to reconcile ideological 
and pragmatic considerations as they navigated complex great-power and 
regional environments. Professor Tung dispels conventional balance-of-power 
explanations for Hanoi’s embrace of ASEAN, and argues persuasively that the 
decision to join grew out of a shift from a revolutionary national identity to an 
identity centred on developmental state model of the Southeast Asian type. This 
honest and close-up view of policy debates offers a rare opportunity for readers 
to understand the logic of policy-making in one of the world’s most complex 
diplomatic environments.”

Andrew J. Nathan,
Class of 1919 Professor of Political Science, Columbia University

“This book is a remarkable account of why Vietnam joined ASEAN and what 
happened to Vietnam’s world view, neighborhood policy and national identity 
from that membership. It is based on non-public official documents, rare 
personal interviews and analytical research. A fascinating picture of ASEAN’s 
early developments and the relationships between Vietnam and China as well as 
with Japan, the then Soviet Union and the USA emerged from these pages. It 
is a valuable insight into the thinking process and ideological underpinning of 
Vietnam’s decision-making which will definitely benefit those learning about the 
country’s adaptive capacity and innovative resilience for survival.”

Ambassador Ong Keng Yong,
Executive Deputy Chairman, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies,

Nanyang Technological University, Singapore,
former Secretary-General of ASEAN (2003–7)

“Flying Blind: Vietnam’s Decision to Join ASEAN is a seminal work as it presents 
the first comprehensive analysis of Vietnamese foreign policy decision-making 
based on unprecedented access to transcripts of Politburo meetings and resolutions 
of the Vietnam Communist Party Central Committee, internal files of Vietnam’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and interviews with senior diplomats. The author 
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expertly interrogates his sources through the lenses of realism, liberalism and 
constructivism.”

Carlyle Thayer,
Emeritus Professor, UNSW Canberra, The University of New South Wales,

School of Humanities and Social Sciences at the
Australian Defence Force Academy, Canberra, ACT Australia

“This is a superb analysis of Vietnam’s 1995 jump into ASEAN! The book’s timing 
is perfect now that Vietnam served as ASEAN Chair in 2020.”

Stein Tonnesson,
Peace Research Institute, Oslo, Norway,

author of Vietnam 1946: How the War Began
(University of California Press, 2009)

“A wonderful history of the turnaround in Vietnam’s foreign affairs during the 
1980s by a Vietnamese senior scholar and diplomat. The book explains how it 
was possible for Hanoi to move from a staunch Soviet ally to full membership 
in the ASEAN within only a few years after the Cold War ended.

Odd Arne Westad,
Professor of History at Yale University,

author of The Cold War: A World History
(Penguin Book, 2018)
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The ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute (formerly Institute of Southeast Asian Studies) is an 
autonomous organization established in 1968. It is a regional centre dedicated to the study 
of socio-political, security, and economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia and 
its wider geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s research programmes are 
grouped under Regional Economic Studies (RES), Regional Strategic and Political Studies 
(RSPS), and Regional Social and Cultural Studies (RSCS). The Institute is also home to 
the ASEAN Studies Centre (ASC), the Singapore APEC Study Centre and the Temasek 
History Research Centre (THRC).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued more than 2,000 books 
and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of research about Southeast Asia from 
within the region. ISEAS Publishing works with many other academic and trade publishers 
and distributors to disseminate important research and analyses from and about Southeast 
Asia to the rest of the world.
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