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The ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute (formerly Institute of Southeast Asian Studies) 
is an autonomous organization established in 1968. It is a regional centre dedicated 
to the study of socio-political, security, and economic trends and developments 
in Southeast Asia and its wider geostrategic and economic environment. The 
Institute’s research programmes are grouped under Regional Economic Studies 
(RES), Regional Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social and 
Cultural Studies (RSCS). The Institute is also home to the ASEAN Studies Centre 
(ASC), the Singapore APEC Study Centre and the Temasek History Research 
Centre (THRC).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued more than 2,000 
books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of research about Southeast 
Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publishing works with many other academic and 
trade publishers and distributors to disseminate important research and analyses 
from and about Southeast Asia to the rest of the world.
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Introduction

Malcolm Cook

On 14 October 1980, the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) hosted the 
inaugural Singapore Lecture given by Professor Milton Friedman to a packed 
audience at the Singapore Conference Hall. The First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Chairman of the Monetary Authority of Singapore Dr Goh Keng Swee chaired the 
lecture. The Monetary Authority of Singapore provided an endowment to ISEAS 
for the Singapore Lecture Series that year that was augmented three years later by 
a donation from Mobil Oil Singapore. Since then, the lectures have been co-funded 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and ISEAS. The lectures usually are chaired by 
the Prime Minister or a Senior Cabinet member to reflect their purpose and status.

At that time, it was unlikely that ISEAS or the Singapore government realized how 
important a platform this lecture series would become for senior foreign experts and 
leaders to share their views on regional and global developments with a particular 
focus on their country or institution and Singapore. The lectures, spanning over 
almost four decades, have addressed the most important economic and strategic 
changes Singapore and Southeast Asia have had to respond to. These include the 
East-West confrontation of the Cold War, the end of the Cold War, the re-emergence 
of China as Asia’s leading power, India’s resurgence, ASEAN centrality, global 
financial turmoil, globalization and its drawbacks and the threat of global terrorism.

By the end of August 2018, ISEAS, by then renamed ISEAS – Yusof Ishak 
Institute, has had the honour of hosting forty-four Singapore Lectures. A complete 
list is available at the end of this volume. Prime Minister of Australia Bob Hawke 
was the first serving political leader to deliver a Singapore Lecture, the 8th lecture 
delivered in November 1987. A year later Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad of 
Malaysia became the first leader from Asia to give a Singapore Lecture.

The roster of eminent persons who have accepted the invitation to give a 
Singapore Lecture is truly global in scope. Speakers have come from all parts of Asia, 
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from Africa, South America, Oceania, Europe, North America and NATO and the 
United Nations. Befitting Singapore’s location, seventeen Singapore Lectures have 
been delivered by serving political leaders from Asia, including the 44th Singapore 
Lecture by Li Keqiang, the premier of the People’s Republic of China.

The Singapore Lectures are the Institute’s most prestigious series of public events. 
The two editors have selected twenty-one of the forty-four lectures for this volume. 
The choice of which to include was far from easy and led to many discussions within 
ISEAS. The intrinsic intellectual quality of the speech, the importance of its main topic 
and its relevance for Singapore and Southeast Asia were the primary considerations 
for selection. The question and answer sessions of the selected Singapore Lectures 
also have been included as we believe that they add to the overall theme of their 
related lectures.

viii Introduction
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