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To Sensei,
my eternal mentor,

with deep gratitude,
for teaching me the Buddha’s way
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2016) and From Laṅkā Eastwards (KITLV, 2011, with Helen Creese and 
Arlo Griffiths).

17-J02936 00 Records_Recoveries_Remnants.indd   9 12/2/18   8:22 AM



x The Contributors

Frederick Asher is a specialist in South Asian art with special interests in 
India’s visual culture in the larger context of the Indian Ocean. His most 
recent book, on the Buddhist monastery Nalanda (MARG) was published 
in 2016 year. He is now completing a book on Sarnath to be published by 
the Getty Research Institute. Asher has completed a term as Editor-in-Chief 
of caa.reviews, the electronic journal of the College Art Association, and a 
term as South Asia editor for Archives of Asian Art. He held various offices 
in the American Institute of Indian Studies, including Treasurer, President 
and Board Chair. He has also served as President of the National Committee 
for the History of Art and a member of the Bureau (Executive Committee) 
of the Comité International d’Histoire de l’Art (CIHA). He received the 
Morse Alumni Distinguished Teaching Award from the University of 
Minnesota and in 2015 was granted the Distinguished Contributions to 
Asian Studies Award from the Association for Asian Studies. His current 
research examines the visual culture of Indian Ocean trade, extending 
from the South China Sea to East Africa, a project to be supported with 
a Fulbright Fellowship in 2018.

Rinkoo Bhowmik, founder of The Cha Project (Cities • Heritage • 
Architecture), is a former print and television journalist and media 
entrepreneur. She first got interested in Chinatown during her stint at the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), Singapore where she was 
involved in projects related to Kolkata. That research, initiated by the 
Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre, grew into a passion for heritage conservation 
and urban planning, which she has now channelled into reviving neglected 
urban spaces.

Anne Cheng was trained in European and Chinese intellectual history at 
the École Normale Supérieure in Paris, at Oxford and Cambridge in Great 
Britain, and at Fudan University in Shanghai. After an academic career 
as a research fellow at CNRS (National Centre for Scientific Research), 
then as a Professor at INALCO (National Institute for Oriental languages 
and Civilizations), she currently holds the Chair of Chinese intellectual 
history at the Collège de France. Her main publications include a complete 
French translation of the Confucian Analects, a Study of Han Confucianism 
and a History of Chinese thought. She has also authored many articles 
and chief-edited several collective volumes on Chinese philosophy and 
Chinese thought, past and present, the most recent one being Uses and 
Abuses of the Great Learning. Since 2010, she has been directing a 
bilingual series of works written in classical Chinese and translated into 
French at Belles Lettres.

17-J02936 00 Records_Recoveries_Remnants.indd   10 12/2/18   8:23 AM



Sonia Das is currently working as Junior Research Fellow at the National 
Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS), Bangalore, in a project titled 
“Advancing Landscape Archaeology Using High-resolution Digital 
Elevation Models” (funded by SERB-DST, Governemnt of India) studying 
topography of Bodhgaya, Vikramasila, Vaishali, Patna and their environs 
and pursuing a PhD in Trans-Disciplinary University. Her research interests 
are in the areas of geospatial and Non Destructive testing techniques for 
built cultural heritage. She has Bachelor’s in Civil Engineering and M. 
Tech in Geo-informatics. She has co-authored research papers which 
include “Archaeological Exploration in Srirangapatna and its Environ 
through Remote Sensing Analysis” (2017) and “The need for a National 
Archaeological Database” (2017).

Max Deeg is Professor in Buddhist Studies at Cardiff University, U.K. He 
received his PhD in Classical Indology and his professorial degree (German 
Habilitation) in Religious Studies from the Julius-Maximilian-Universität, 
Würzburg, Germany, and has worked in different countries in the world. His 
main research interests are the history and spread of Buddhism from India 
to Central Asia and China. He has written numerous articles on Buddhist 
history in journals and edited volumes. Among his books are a German 
translation of the Lotus-Sutra (2007, 2nd ed., 2009), a (German) translation 
of the travelogue of the Chinese monk Faxian (2005), and Miscellanae 
Nepalicae: Early Chinese Reports on Nepal — The Foundation Legend 
of Nepal in its Trans-Himalayan Context (2016). At the moment he is 
working on a new English translation with an extensive commentary of 
Xuanzang’s Record of the Western Regions.

Kashshaf Ghani is Assistant Professor at the School of Historical 
Studies, Nalanda University. His areas of interest include Sufism, Islam 
in South Asia, Indo-Persian Histories and Muslim societies with a focus 
on premodern India (1000–1800). As a fellow at the Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad Institute for Asian Studies, his current project explores transcultural 
and transregional connections between Muslim societies in South and 
West Asia. His publications include Exploring the Global South: Voices, 
Ideas, Histories (2013).

Padma D. Maitland is a PhD candidate in the Departments of Architecture 
and South and Southeast Asian Studies at the University of California, 
Berkeley, and a Fulbright-Nehru Scholar. He is the co-editor of Light 
of the Valley (2012) and The Object Emotions Dossier, symplokē 24.1 
(2016). Recent publications include: “Mandalas: Whole Symbols”, in 

The Contributors xi

17-J02936 00 Records_Recoveries_Remnants.indd   11 12/2/18   8:23 AM



xii The Contributors

Architecture of Life (2016) and “The Religious and Affective Actualities 
of the Yamuna: Conversations with Pandit Premchand Sharma, Nigambodh 
Ghat, Delhi”, in The Materiality of Liquescence: Water Histories of South 
Asia (forthcoming 2018).

Sraman Mukherjee is Assistant Professor in the School of Historical 
Studies at Nalanda University (Rajgir, India). Graduating from the 
Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, and the University of Calcutta, he 
has held postdoctoral research positions at the International Institute of 
Asian Studies (Leiden), at the KITLV (the Royal Netherlands Institute 
of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies, Leiden), in the Department 
of Art History and the Institute for Advanced Study at the University of 
Minnesota (Minneapolis). He is trained as a historian of colonial and early 
post-colonial South Asia with research and teaching interests in disciplinary 
and institutional histories of archaeology and museums, modern biographies 
of sites and objects, the field of visual culture, and histories of Southern 
Asian Buddhism. He has published widely and is currently working on 
a monograph, Inhabiting Ancient Pasts: Archaeology, Museums, and the 
Making of Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa.

M.B. Rajani is working as Assistant Professor at the National Institute 
of Advanced Studies (NIAS), Bangalore, and was a Fellow at Nalanda 
University (2013–14). Her research interests are in Landscape Archaeology 
and geospatial analysis for cultural heritage. Her recent publications include 
The expanse of archaeological remains at Nalanda: A study using remote 
sensing and GIS (2016), On the symmetry of the central dome of the Taj 
Mahal (2016) and Applications of geospatial technology in the management 
of cultural heritage sites: Potentials and challenges for the Indian region 
(2017). Currently she is writing a manual on remote sensing and GIS 
applications to archaeology supported by Homi Bhabha Fellowship.

Gopa Sabharwal was the founding Vice-Chancellor, Nalanda University 
from 2010 to 2016. In this position, she was entrusted with the responsibility 
of giving shape to the vision of establishing a Nalanda for the twenty-
first century — a task that resulted in the successful establishment of 
a unique international, research-focused postgraduate university with a 
focus on inter-Asian relations, an inter-disciplinary curriculum, and a 
unique pedagogy. Her research interests focus on ethnic groups in urban 
India, visual anthropology, and the history of society. Her books include 
Ethnicity and Class: Social Divisions in an Indian City (New Delhi: Oxford 

17-J02936 00 Records_Recoveries_Remnants.indd   12 12/2/18   8:23 AM



University Press, 2006); The Indian Millennium — A.D.1000 to A.D.2000 
(2000) and India Since 1947: The Independent Years (2007). She was a 
Fulbright Scholar in residence in 2006, Chatham College, Pittsburgh.

Anjana Sharma is an Associate Professor in the Department of English 
and Founding Dean, Academic Planning Nalanda University (2011–15). 
Her research interests span the English Jacobin political and literary works 
in the 1790s, visual culture of late eighteenth century Britain and France, 
Indian Writing in English with a special focus on gender and culture. 
Another, more recent arc of her scholarship is related to examining the 
representation of the critical year in Indian history 1947, and the figure of 
MK Gandhi in the print media. Her experience at Nalanda awoke her to the 
rich seam of inter-Asian interactions and this shapes her current teaching 
and publishing. Some of her publications are co-editor, Civilizational 
Dialogue: Asian Interconnections and Cross Cultural Exchanges (2013), 
launched at the ASEAN Summit in New Delhi in 2012. Other significant 
works include the co-edited, Agamemnon’s Mask: Greek Tragedy and 
Beyond (2007), the edited Frankenstein: Gender, Culture, and Identity 
(2004) and The Autobiography of Desire: English Women Novelists of 
the 1790s (2004). She was the recipient of the Fulbright Fellowship to 
Kenyon College, USA in 2001 and Senior Fellow, Nalanda-Sriwijiya 
Centre, ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore, 15 June – 15 July 2016.

The Contributors xiii

17-J02936 00 Records_Recoveries_Remnants.indd   13 12/2/18   8:23 AM



17-J02936 00 Records_Recoveries_Remnants.indd   14 12/2/18   8:23 AM



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This collection of essays is a homage to the spirit of Nalanda which has 
brought into its embrace so many travellers over millennia; travellers 
drawn by its momentous vision and capacity to transform human life.  
I record my debt of gratitude to all who came as Seekers of the Great Law, 
Seekers tracing the pathways of humanity and peace, and Seekers whose 
minds were illumined by the transcendental vision of this ancient place 
of learning. This spirit of altruistic accommodation and shared struggle 
— that defines Nalanda — is best imaged through the iconic lines of the 
extraordinary world citizen, Rabindranath Tagore. His lines, written in the 
context of the Indian nationalist struggle, sit well with the Nalanda dream 
of being a university

Where knowledge is free;
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments by narrow
domestic walls;
Where words come out from the depth of truth;
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection;
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way into the dreary
Desert sand of dead habit…

This volume is an attempt to retrieve the hope enshrined in these poetic 
numbers and a perfect way to retrieve the heart of Nalanda. It is also 
the time to thank some of those who have laboured hard to make the 
Nalanda vision one which will resonate globally. The first in this line 
of luminaries is the incomparable Amartya Sen, who never forgot the 
vision of a resurgent Nalanda he had as an eleven-year-old boy visiting 
the site of the ancient university with his redoubtable grandfather: a 
vision he silently nurtured through the busy decades of his distinguished 
transatlantic academic life. Gratitude also to the incredible George Yeo, 

17-J02936 00 Records_Recoveries_Remnants.indd   15 12/2/18   8:23 AM



xvi Acknowledgements

who instinctively and absolutely understood the untapped potential of this 
icon of Asian renaissance, even though situated far away in his ministerial 
office in Singapore. Both have served as Chancellors of the revived Nalanda 
university: distinguished revolutionaries dedicated to establishing, and 
later, defending the core principles of knowledge based on dialogue, of 
respect for all, and of humanistic education as the fundamental legacy of 
the ancient mahavihara. 

The first encouragement to put together this collection came from the 
memorable Wang Gungwu: a historian with a legendary body of work.  
I took his words to heart since, from my first meeting with him in a cool 
February in New Delhi in 2011, he was unfailing in his courteous kindness 
and intelligent advice. I thank him here for his words of wisdom and his 
affectionate care that went a long way to sustain the sometime flagging 
spirit of Vice-Chancellor Sabharwal and I. I would be remiss in my duties 
if I did not thank a Governing Board member who always rolled up his 
sleeves and toiled in the trenches with us with remarkable good humour 
— the irrepressible Meghnad Desai, whose fundamental egalitarianism 
quickly disproved his lordly title! He was the wall one could lean on 
when needed.

When I was an undergraduate student choosing which discipline 
I would graduate in with Honours it was a toss-up between my twin 
loves — literature and history — and I chose the former and throve. But, 
even in my own pursuit of higher education in English literature I found 
ways and means to keep my fascination for historicity and history alive 
and well. I owe a huge debt to my sojourn at Nalanda for giving me the 
opportunity to finally traverse — untrammelled — in the hills, plains, 
valleys and riverine basins of Historical Studies as Dean who was tasked 
to bring to life one of the first two Schools at Nalanda University — the 
School of Historical Studies. My new learning was in great part led by 
Sugato Bose (though he little knew it!), whose interdisciplinary readings 
of historical cycles and events spoke to me in manifold ways and shapes 
my own recent scholarship. So thank you Sugato for combining historical 
acuity with lambent prose! And Tansen Sen — a committed and thoughtful 
Sinologist — did much to sharpen my understanding through numerous 
exchanges via email and in person on inter-cultural Asian trails and their 
links with Buddhism. He was also generous in sharing ideas, networks and 
persons at all times to ensure that the Nalanda revival narrative reached 
far and wide.

There are many others who are part of the untold story of Nalanda and 
one of the foremost of these is Frederick Asher whose lifetime work as 

17-J02936 00 Records_Recoveries_Remnants.indd   16 12/2/18   8:23 AM



a distinguished art historian on the Nalanda ruins broadcast the greatness 
of this historic site long years before its actual reconstruction. I would not 
have had the good fortune of his loyal friendship and deep scholarship 
if it had not been for a late night conversation, in humid Kolkata, with 
Philippe Peycam, peripatetic Director, International Institute for Asian 
Studies, Leiden. So thank you Philippe for telling me that the one Nalanda 
scholar I could not do without was Rick. How right you were! I also thank 
him for ensuring that the first ever international conference in Rajgir got 
a head start because of the strong support of IIAS.

But all of these expressions of thankfulness would have been in vain 
without the timely offer of a most welcome Senior Visiting Fellowship 
by the Nalanda-Sriwijiya Centre at the ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, 
Singapore in June–July 2016 which gave me the much-needed time and 
space to begin drafting this collection. My task was made easy by the 
timely help and support rendered by Ambassador Tan Chin Tiong, Director 
ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute with whom I had a wonderful conversation 
on Wordsworth in our very first interaction. This volume would not be 
in your hands today — literally — if it had not been for Terence Chong, 
Head of the Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre, whose patience and support through 
the writing process has made it so much easier to soldier on. A special 
thank you, Terence!

Words of appreciation are due to all the contributors who worked 
with one mind to make sure that we have a first rate collection and who, 
moreover, put up with my queries, comments and editorial interventions! 
However, my final words of thankfulness are reserved for my friend, 
colleague, fellow traveller and foot soldier, Gopa Sabharwal, with whom 
I had the happiness and privilege of contributing — just a little — to the 
(re)founding of Nalanda.

Acknowledgements xvii

17-J02936 00 Records_Recoveries_Remnants.indd   17 12/2/18   8:23 AM




