Reproduced from Imperial China and Its Southern Neighbours, edited by Victor H. Mair and Liam C. Kelley
(Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2015). This version was obtained electronically direct from the
publisher on condition that copyright is not infringed. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior
permission of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. Individual articles are available at <http://
bookshop.iseas.edu.sg>

IMPERIAL
CHINA

and Its Southern Neighbours



Masiah
Text Box
Reproduced from Imperial China and Its Southern Neighbours, edited by Victor H. Mair and Liam C. Kelley (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2015). This version was obtained electronically direct from the publisher on condition that copyright is not infringed. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. Individual articles are available at <http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg>

http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg
http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

The Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre (NSC) at the Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies, Singapore, pursues research on historical interactions among Asian
societies and civilizations. It serves as a forum for comprehensive study
of the ways in which Asian polities and societies have interacted over
time through religious, cultural, and economic exchanges and diasporic
networks. The Research Series provides scholars with an avenue to present
the outcome of their research and allows an opportunity to develop new
or innovative approaches in the sphere of intra-Asian interactions.

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an
autonomous organization in 1968. It is a regional center dedicated to the
study of socio-political, security and economic trends and developments
in Southeast Asia and its wider geostrategic and economic environment.
The Institute’s research programmes are the Regional Economic Studies
(RES, including ASEAN and APEC), Regional Strategic and Political
Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social and Cultural Studies (RSCS).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued more
than 2,000 books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of
research about Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publishing
works with many other academic and trade publishers and distributors to
disseminate important research and analyses from and about Southeast
Asia to the rest of the world.



IMPERIAL
CHINA

and Its Southern Neighbours

Edited by
Victor H. Mair and
Liam C. Kelley

INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES
Singapore



First published in Singapore in 2015 by
ISEAS Publishing

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, Pasir Panjang
Singapore 119614

E-mail: publish@iseas.edu.sg » Website: bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies.

© 2015 Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore
The responsibility for facts and opinions in this publication rests exclusively with the

authors and their interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views or the policy of
the publisher or its supporters.

ISEAS Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Imperial China and Its Southern Neighbours / edited by Victor H. Mair and Liam C.
Kelley.
1. China—Civilization
2. Political culture—China—History.
3. China—Relations—Southeast Asia.
4. Southeast Asia—Relations—China.
5. Southeast Asia—Economic integration.
6. China—Relations—Middle East.
7. Middle East—Relations—China.
1. Mair, Victor H., 1943-
II. Kelly, Liam.
III. International Conference on Imperial China and Its Southern Neighbours
(2012 : Singapore)
DS721 134 2015

ISBN 978-981-4620-53-6 (soft cover)
ISBN 978-981-4620-54-3 (E-book PDF)

Typeset by International Typesetters Pte Ltd
Printed in Singapore by Markono Print Media Pte Ltd


mailto:publish@iseas.edu.sg

CONTENTS

Preface vii

The Contributors X1

1. Introduction: Imperial China Looking South 1
Wang Gungwu

2. Layers of Meaning: Hairstyle and Yue Identity in Ancient 16
Chinese Texts
Erica F. Brindley

3. Sinicization and Barbarization: Ancient State Formation at 43
the Southern Edge of Sinitic Civilization
Nam C. Kim

4. Clothes Make the Man: Body Culture and Ethnic Boundaries 80
on the Lingnan Frontier in the Southern Song
Sean Marsh

5. What Makes a Chinese God? Or, What Makes a 111
God Chinese?
Hugh R. Clark

6. Dragon Boats and Serpent Prows: Naval Warfare and 140

the Political Culture of China’s Southern Borderlands
Andrew Chittick



Vi

Contents

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

. Inventing Traditions in Fifteenth-Century Vietnam

Liam C. Kelley

. Epidemics, Trade, and Local Worship in Vietnam, Leizhou

Peninsula, and Hainan Island
Li Tana

. Southeast Asian Primary Products and Their Impact

on Chinese Material Culture in the Tenth to
Seventeenth Centuries
Derek Heng

New Evidence on the History of Sino—Arabic Relations:
A Study of Yang Liangyao’s Embassy to the

Abbasid Caliphate

Rong Xinjiang

The Peacock’s Gallbladder: An Example of Tibetan
Influence in Late Imperial China
Rebecca Shuang Fu and Xiang Wan

Transformation of the Yunnanese Community along
the Sino—Burma Border During the Nineteenth and
Early Twentieth Centuries

Yi Li

How the North Tried to Pacify the South Through
Ritual Practices: On the Origins of the Guan Suo Opera
in the Nineteenth Century

Sylvie Beaud

Realms within Realms of Radiance, Or, Can Heaven
Have Two Sons? Imperial China as Primus Inter Pares
among Sino-Pacific Mandala Polities

Andrew J. Abalahin

Index

161

194

214

239

268

291

316

338

371



PREFACE

This volume is composed of papers presented at the international
conference on “Imperial China and Its Southern Neighbours”, organized
by the Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
(ISEAS), Singapore, and held at ISEAS on 28-29 June 2012.

The northern periphery of China, from the late Neolithic and the Bronze
Age up to modern times, has been carefully scrutinized, both by Chinese
scholars and foreign researchers. Even traditional Chinese sources, such
as the standard histories, devote considerable attention to the peoples,
cultures, and states of the northern and northwestern border regions of the
Chinese heartland. Since the Chinese state began in the northern portion of
its current configuration and received demonstrable, formative inputs from
the north and northwest, it is understandable that correspondingly greater
attention would be paid to the north than to the south, particularly during
the early periods of the development of the Chinese nation. In contrast,
the southern rim of China has been relatively poorly studied, despite the
fact that the languages, ethnic groups, and cultures of the south are every
bit as complex, interesting, and important as those of the north.

In this conference, we aimed to remedy this disparity by giving due
emphasis to the south as a vital region of social, economic, and cultural
interaction between Sinitic and non-Sinitic peoples. First, however, we had
to recognize that “the south” has not been a fixed entity or a static, well-
defined region during the last three millennia of Chinese history. Rather,
it has been defined by a continuously changing, amorphous boundary with
the north. Indeed, there has been a gradual encroachment of the north upon
the south. This was already documented in modern scholarship more than

vii
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half a century ago by Harold J. Wiens, China’s March Toward the Tropics
(1954, also published under at least one other title), and C.P. Fitzgerald,
The Southern Expansion of the Chinese People (1972).

A dramatic change occurred around the time of the fall of the Western
Jin Dynasty (265-316) and the founding of the Eastern Jin Dynasty
(317-420). This was a time of crisis in the northern heartland, one that was
precipitated by climatic distress and consequent geopolitical realignments.
The net effect was to catapult large numbers of northerners southward,
quickening the pace of expansion and assimilation.

The aim of this conference was to go beyond the bare facts of history
in an attempt to understand the dynamics of north-south interaction and
exchange. Through examination of art, literature, material culture, trade
patterns, and other cultural and economic manifestations, we sought to
show that the communication between north and south was by no means
unidirectional and that it had profound consequences for diverse aspects
of society throughout East Asia, Southeast Asia, and beyond. For example,
much of what is referred to as Taoist religion actually consists of elements
and practices transmitted from the south. Another salient characteristic of
late medieval Chinese culture was tea drinking, but this too was brought
from the “barbarian” south. Such conspicuous instances of the northern
assimilation of southern culture prompt us to ask precisely what were
the mechanisms whereby such aspects of culture were transmitted and
what were the processes by means of which they became a part of the
national culture.

We wish to emphasize that, although we began with the premise of an
originally northern-based China interacting with and encroaching upon the
south, it was not our intention for this to be a China-centred conference.
Instead, we also wished to investigate how the south viewed the north and
assimilated aspects of northern culture. Only through a balanced approach
that gives due recognition both to the north and to the south do we feel
that full justice can be done to the theme of our conference.

This conference brought together scholars who work on various groups
living in the southern reaches of China and in South Asia and Southeast
Asia. Our focus was not restricted to contiguous land masses only, but
also took into account the burgeoning ocean trade and migration that have
occurred during the last two millennia and more. Naturally, both insular
and continental societies have been taken into consideration.
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We do not want to give the impression that our subject area is one
of virgin territory. Indeed, much valuable scholarship on the relationship
between the north of China and the south has accumulated during the last
couple of centuries. A good indication of the state of our field may be by
consulting the classic work by Wang Gungwu entitled, The Nanhai Trade:
Early Chinese Trade in the South China Sea (1954) and the collection of
materials in China and Southeast Asia, Routledge Library on Southeast
Asia, in six volumes (2009). Nonetheless, we feel that the time is ripe to
take stock of the current level of knowledge and bring to bear new bodies
of evidence from diverse disciplines.

The overall purpose of our conference was to better understand the
nature of the societies and cultures that lie to the south of the Chinese
heartland and to bring the south into the mainstream of historical studies.
We believe that the papers that have been brought together in this volume
achieve these goals in a respectable fashion and hope that others will find
them to be of use in pursuing further research on this compelling macro
region.

We would like to thank the following for assistance in organizing the
conference and preparing the volume: Tansen Sen, Geoff Wade, Caixia
Lu, Joyce Zaide, and Paula Roberts.

Victor H. Mair
University of Pennsylvania
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