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Contributors

Anantha Raman Govindasamy is a senior lecturer in politics at the 
Centre for Promotion of Knowledge and Language Learning, Universiti 
Malaysia Sabah. He holds a PhD in Politics from the School of Political 
and International Studies, Flinders University. He researches, lectures and 
writes on the theme of ‘politics, economics and culture’ with an empirical 
focus on Malaysia. His most recent major publications are ‘The Islamisation 
of Malaysia: Religious Nationalism in the Service of Ethnonationalism’, 
Australian Journal of International Affairs, 2010, co-authored with Michael 
D. Barr, and ‘Indian and Rural Displacement: Exclusion from Region 
Building in Malaysia’, Asian Journal of Political Science, 2010. 

Che Hamdan Che Mohd Razali is a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of 
Administrative Science and Policy Studies, Universiti Teknologi MARA, 
Terengganu. He is now doing his PhD in Political Philosophy at the School 
of Distance Education, Universiti Sains Malaysia. His primary research 
interests are civil society, Islamic movements and elections.

Marcus Cheng graduated with a Bachelor of Actuarial Studies (Hon.) from 
the Australian National University. He has a keen interest in performing 
arts. He grabbed the opportunity to further his understanding of humanity 
through involvement in this project.

Chiok Phaik Fern serves as Lecturer and Deputy Dean of the Faculty of 
Arts and Social Science at Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman. Currently, she 
is on study leave to complete her PhD studies at Universiti Sains Malaysia. 
Besides this project and her PhD research on New Villages in the Kinta 
Valley, she is also researching the role of guilds and associations at Kampar, 
Perak. She has presented and published several conference papers, for 
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instance on recent by-elections in Malaysia after GE12 and on government 
funding to Chinese-type schools in Malaysia.

Choong Pui Yee is Senior Analyst at the S. Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological University. Her 
research interests include religious mobilisation, social movement studies 
and identity politics. She is the co-author of Negotiating Religious Freedom: 
Christianity in Muslim-Majority Malaysia (Peace and Policy, 2012).

Goh Teck Fann (Master of Science in Asia Pacific Studies, Ritsumeikan Asia 
Pacific University) is a Lecturer in the Faculty of Arts and Social Science at 
Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman, Malaysia. Her research interests include 
audience reception, popular culture and the use of media in everyday life. 

Haijon Gunggut holds a PhD in Contemporary History. He has a wide 
area of interests including politics and policy studies, particularly relating to 
natural resources conservation and environmental protection. He currently 
teaches at Universiti Teknologi MARA Sabah. 

Ho Yi Jian is a Project Coordinator in the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies (Asia), and a graduate in Political Science from the 
National University of Singapore. While Malaysia remains home, he aims 
to live in most, if not all, of the ASEAN countries. He has published on 
Malaysian migration to Singapore (2011) and further research on Southeast 
Asia is always on the books.

Reema B. Jagtiani is a Research Associate at the Institute of Southeast Asian 
Studies (ISEAS) and Assistant Editor of the ISEAS Journal of Southeast Asian 
Economies (JSEAE). She recently completed her Master of Arts in Human 
Rights Law at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). Her 
research interests include politics and constitutionalism in Malaysia.

Koh Chien Aun is currently a student at the University of Malaya, pursuing 
a Masters in History. His current research interests are in Malaysian identity 
politics and Malaysian history. 

Lai Yew Meng is Senior Lecturer in Politics and International Relations 
at the Centre for the Promotion of Knowledge and Language Learning 
(CPKLL), Universiti Malaysia Sabah. He is also the Deputy Director of the 
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Centre for Industry Relations at the university. Lai received his doctorate 
from the Department of Politics and International Studies, University 
of Warwick in 2009. He was formerly attached to the Japan Institute of 
International Affairs (JIIA) as a Visiting Research Fellow (2003–2004), and 
at the Keio Institute of East Asian Studies as Junior Visiting Scholar (2007). 
His research interests include Malaysian politics, Japanese and Chinese 
foreign policy and East Asian security. He is the co-editor of Security Studies: 
A Reader (Routledge, 2011) with Christopher W. Hughes, and the author of 
Nationalism and Power Politics in Japan’s Relations with China: A Neoclassical 
Realist Interpretation (Routledge, 2013).  

Nazreen Mohamad is a student of International Relations at the University 
of Nottingham Malaysia campus. He has had several experiences as a 
research assistant in projects revolving around media and politics.

Ngu Ik Tien recently completed her PhD in Political Science at the 
Universiti Sains Malaysia and currently works as a post-doctoral research 
fellow at the University of Malaya. Her doctoral thesis is on ‘Maintaining 
Domination: State Power and Local Politics in Sibu, Sarawak’. Her areas of 
interests include Sarawak politics, Malaysian Christianity and civil society 
in Malaysia. 

Arnold Puyok, PhD in Political Science, is a Senior Lecturer in the 
Department of Politics and International Relations, Faculty of Social 
Sciences, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak. Dr Puyok’s areas of expertise are 
ethnic politics, the politics of state and federal relations, electoral politics 
and politics and society. Dr Puyok’s works on contemporary Malaysian 
politics, especially Sabah and Sarawak, have been published in Asian Journal 
of Political Science, Journal of Contemporary Southeast Asia, and Kajian 
Malaysia. Dr Puyok also regularly contributes to The Malaysian Insider, 
Malaysiakini and, recently, East Asia Forum.     

Teo Sue Ann is an analyst in the Social and Political Science Section in the 
Penang Institute. Her research activities address a variety of sociological 
topics, with a primary focus on the areas of gender, racial and ethnic groups 
in Malaysia.

Tony Paridi Bagang, MA, is a lecturer at Universiti Teknologi MARA 
(UiTM) Sabah. His research interests include Kadazandusun politics, 
electoral competition, voting patterns and indigenous leadership.  
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Meredith L. Weiss is Associate Professor of Political Science at the 
University at Albany, State University of New York. She has held visiting 
fellowships or professorships in Australia, Malaysia, the Philippines and 
Singapore, as well as the US. Weiss is the author of Student Activism in 
Malaysia: Crucible, Mirror, Sideshow (Cornell SEAP/NUS, 2011) and Protest 
and Possibilities: Civil Society and Coalitions for Political Change in Malaysia 
(Stanford, 2006), as well as numerous journal articles and book chapters. She 
is also co-editor of Global Homophobia: States, Movements, and the Politics 
of Oppression (Illinois, 2013), Student Activism in Asia: Between Protest & 
Powerlessness (Minnesota, 2012), Political Violence in South and Southeast 
Asia: Critical Perspectives (UNU, 2010) and Social Movements in Malaysia: 
From Moral Communities to NGOs (RoutledgeCurzon, 2003). Her research 
addresses political mobilisation and contention, the politics of development, 
civil society, nationalism and ethnicity and electoral change in maritime 
Southeast Asia.

Wong Pui Yi is pursuing a PhD in Economics at the University of Malaya 
(UM). She recently completed her Masters of Economics, also with UM, 
during which time she worked briefly with the World Bank as a research 
assistant on a public expenditure review. Her research interests include 
political economy, rural development and environment.




