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FOREWORD

When I was requested to draft a foreword for this book, I inquired into the
origins of the book proposal, and was immediately struck by its timeliness, as
2011 is the 20th anniversary of the 1991 Paris Peace Conference which
brought about a diplomatic resolution of the protracted Cambodia conflict.
I also liked the way it focused on the future prospects of Cambodia, looking
ahead and putting past acrimony behind, which is in tune with the concept
of national reconciliation, which we practice in Cambodia. Thirdly, I was
amazed by the appropriate nationalities of the three scholars from ISEAS,
who are the co-editors of this book. One is a Cambodian, another is
Singaporean and the third is Australian. Those who know the history of the
diplomatic efforts to help resolve the Cambodian conflict will recognize that
these were the three countries intimately involved in bringing the conflict to
a negotiated settlement. Let me express my appreciation for the hard work,
organization and initiative of the three co-editors who guided this useful
book to fruition.

2011 is also the year in which Singapore’s Minister Mentor Lee Kuan
Yew’s thoughts, recorded through interviews by a team of journalists from the
Singapore Straits Times, were published in a book entitled: Lee Kuan Yew:
Hard Truths to Keep Singapore Going. What struck me most was a quotation
from Mr Lee, who said: “Singapore is my concern till the end of my life.”
(Straits Times, 22 January 2011) When I read it, I was impressed by the
dedication and passion of Mr Lee, whom we all know as the Father of
Modern Singapore. I have been lucky to meet Mr Lee, and also know that it
was his strong support for King Sihanouk and for Free Cambodia that kept
the efforts going for over ten years.

What I wish for my Cambodian compatriots is that same patriotism and
drive to make our country a modern, peaceful, prosperous and forward-
looking country. After all the terrible conflicts, killings, sufferings and turmoil,
all Cambodians would surely share my wishes for our beloved country. In a
sense, I wish to dedicate this book to our two great leaders, HM King
Sihanouk and to MM Lee Kuan Yew, and their ministers and officials, who
achieved peace and freedom for democratic Cambodia. Now we need to draw
some lessons in economic development from the Little Red Dot. After all, if
even great China can learn from Singapore, why not Cambodia?

ix
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Lastly, in regard to the future of Cambodia, let me touch upon the three
principles which may guide our nation-building, just as the French have
chosen: Liberté, Egalité and Fraternité, for their founding principles. I suggest
Buddhism, Education and National Unity as our guiding principles. Every
one will have their own mix, but bearing in mind our tragic history, our
culture and the need to build knowledge for our future, these three principles
seem as appropriate as any. Let this timely book serve as a foundation and
compass for future generations of Cambodians, who need to look back at our
history, and forwards towards a glorious future: we who are the children of
Great Angkor.

HRH Norodom Sirivudh
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

June 2011

x Foreword
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MESSAGE

This timely book commemorates the Twentieth Anniversary of the October
1991 Paris Peace Agreement on Cambodia. The Paris Conference on Cambodia
itself was the high-water achievement and culmination of a long and
determined campaign by the ASEAN countries to bring about a peaceful and
negotiated settlement of the Cambodian conflict. It succeeded where previous
attempts had failed, primarily because the international, regional and domestic
Cambodian parties were now supportive of a negotiated peace settlement.
Various papers in this book describe how the various factors fell into place,
which enabled the many participants to be ready to accept an UN-organized,
Permanent Five UNSC members-brokered, Cambodian factions-accepted
peace settlement.

Cambodia was one of the first major challenges confronting the decade-
old ASEAN, to test how it would face up to the question of whether ASEAN
could countenance the overthrow of a small state in its region by armed force.
What about its hallowed principles, such as the non-use of force to settle
disputes; of respect for the territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence
of all states; of the use of consultation, consensus and dialogue to settle
disputes? It was because of these deeply-held principles that ASEAN decided
to oppose the foreign invasion and occupation of Cambodia for over a
decade, until the conditions were ripe for a peaceful settlement.

Now that the UNTAC PKO and UN-supervised general elections of
1993 have peacefully come and gone, key questions remain, such as: what
is the state of Cambodia today, eighteen years later, and after millions of
dollars in ODA by various countries and generous assistance by numerous
NGOs have been provided to Cambodia to recover and reconstruct its
economy and society? What will be the future of Cambodia in the 21st

Century? The various papers in this volume seek to address these complex
issues of socio-economic development, of human resource development, of
good governance, and of Cambodia’s foreign relations. The story of the
liberation and reconstruction of Cambodia is one of the noblest achievements
of the international community and one of ASEAN’s finest successes, and
it is a story well told within this book.

That is not to say, however, that there are no difficulties or that all sides
are happy with the current situation within the Kingdom of Cambodia.

xi
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xii Message

The centralised power which is often advantageous during a period of
reconstruction at times results in the exclusion of some groups from
development and the stilling of alternative voices within the social milieu.
Cambodia certainly still has many issues with which to grapple and we
hope that this volume will provide the background for more people to
understand the history of Cambodia over the last 20 years and the potentials
yet to be realized. I commend the great efforts by the many paper writers
and the three co-editors for a job well done.

K. Kesavapany
Director

ISEAS Singapore
6 June 2011
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as Secretary-General of the FUNCINPEC Party. And in August 2001, Prince
Norodom Sirivudh was elected as Senator. In the July 2003 General Elections,
Prince Norodom Sirivudh was elected as Member of Parliament for Kandal
Province and became Deputy Prime Minister and Co-Minister of Interior of
the Royal Government until March 2006. From March 2006, Prince Norodom

xiii
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Asia in a New Era. Before assuming the position of ASEAN Secretary-
General, Severino was Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines,
the culmination of 32 years in the Philippine Foreign Service. He twice
served as ASEAN Senior Official for the Philippines and is one of the
Philippines’ Experts and Eminent Persons for the ASEAN Regional Forum.
Severino has a Bachelor of Arts degree in the humanities from the Ateneo de
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drugs trials department at ABR, a French enterprise involved in marketing
and research for medical drugs. Dr Ing also served as Deputy Secretary
General in a medical NGO, Association des Medecins Cambodgiens (AMC)
which provides medical and social assistance to Cambodia. From 1995 to
1997, Dr Ing worked in Cambodia as technical adviser to the Ministry of
Rural Development where she was responsible for community health and
rural economic development programmes including micro-credit. Dr Ing
holds a Doctorate of Medecine from Saint Antoine University, Paris with a
specialty in nutrition and tropical diseases and a Brevet in Public Administration
from Ecole Nationale d’Administration (ENA) Paris.

Winta Ghebreab is Technical Assistant to the Ministry of Women’s Affairs in
Cambodia.

Pou Sovachana holds a Bachelor of Arts degree (Mathematics) from the
University of Oregon, USA. After a career in hospitality business and as a
National Consultant at the Ministry of Tourism in Cambodia, he changed his
focus and completed Advanced TESOL (Teacher of English to Speakers of
Other Languages) certification in 2006 from Global TESOL College at
Portland (USA). As a volunteer in Cambodia in the summers of 2005, 2006,
and 2007, he taught and advised teachers and monks’ on education issues. He
also taught English Language and Khmer culture to vulnerable children. He
graduated with a Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction in July 2008
from Portland State University (USA). In 2009, he volunteered teaching
English language to the poor children at Wat Unnalum for Buddhism
Education for Peace Centre. He has written many articles on the education
progress and challenges in Cambodia. Currently, he is an Academic Lecturer
on Introduction to Ethics, Cultural Anthropology, Fundamentals of
Communication, and English Reading and Writing Compositions at
Paññāsātra University of Cambodia and serves as an Advisor for Buddhism
Education for Peace Centre at Wat Unnalum and Bamboo Shoot School in
Steung Mean Chey.

Contributors xxi

00 Cambodia_Progress 3/6/12, 10:20 AM21



Ian Harris is Professor Emeritus at the University of Cumbria and Tun Lin
Kok Yuen Distinguished Visiting Professor in Buddhist Studies at the University
of Toronto for 2011–12. He has held previous visiting positions at the
University of Oxford, the University of British Columbia, the National
University of Singapore, and the Documentary Centre of Cambodia in
Phnom Penh. Initially a student of Buddhist philosophy, his current academic
interests focus on the modern and contemporary history of Cambodia,
Buddhism and politics in Southeast Asia, Buddhist environmentalism, and
landscape aesthetics. His most recent books are Cambodian Buddhism: History
and Practice (2005), Buddhism Under Pol Pot (2007), and an edited volume
entitled Buddhism, Power and Politics in Southeast Asia (2007). A new work,
Buddhism in a Dark Age: Cambodian Monks under the Khmer Rouge will
appear in early 2012. He is currently engaged in research on Buddhism and
political conflict in Cambodia, 1940–75.

Pou Sothirak was born in Phnom Penh, received secondary school education
in France from 1973–75 and settled in America from 1975–86. He received
a Bachelor Degree in Electrical and Computer Engineering from Oregon
State University in 1981 and worked as an engineer at the Boeing Company
in Seattle Washington from 1981 to 1985. Mr Pou Sothirak joined the
crusade to safeguard Cambodian from foreign occupation and internal conflict
from 1986–92 serving as Humanitarian Coordinator at one of the refugee
camp on the border between Thailand and Cambodia where over 60,000
displaced Cambodian resided. He had worked also in the field of education
and community development program for the Cambodian refugees, under
USAID programme. He was elected as Member of Parliament twice during
the general election in Cambodia in 1993 and 2003. He had served as
Minister of Industry Mines and Energy of the Royal Government of Cambodia
from 1993 to 1998. He was appointed as Cambodian Ambassador to Japan
from April 2005 to November 2008. He joined the Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies in Singapore in 2009 as Visiting Senior Research Fellow.

Milton Osborne has been associated with Southeast Asia for more than fifty
years since being posted to the Australian Embassy in Phnom Penh, Cambodia,
in 1959. A graduate of Sydney and Cornell Universities, he has held academic
positions in Australia, the United Kingdom, the United States and Singapore.
In 1980–81 he was a consultant to the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees in relation to the Cambodian refugee problem, working along
the Thai-Cambodian border. In 1982 he returned to Australian government
service as Head of the Asia Branch of the Office of National Assessments,
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remaining in that position for eleven years. Since 1993 he has been an
independent writer and consultant on Asian issues based in Sydney, and has
been an Adjunct Professor and Visiting Fellow at the Australian National
University, Canberra. He is currently a Visiting Fellow at the Lowy Institute
for International Policy, Sydney. He is the author of ten books on the history
and politics of Southeast Asia, including, Southeast Asia: An Introductory
History, now in its tenth edition; River Road to China: The Search for the
Source of the Mekong; The Mekong: Turbulent Past, Uncertain Future; and
Phnom Penh: A Cultural and Literary History. His most recent monographic
publication for the Lowy Institute is, The Mekong: River Under Threat.

Geoffrey Wade is a Visiting Senior Research Fellow at the Nalanda Sriwijaya
Centre at ISEAS. Dr Wade is a historian with interests in Sino-Southeast
Asian historical interactions and comparative historiography. He has worked
on a range of other related issues including early Islam in Southeast Asia,
Chinese expansions, Asian commercial networks, Chinese textual references
to Southeast Asia and the Cold War in Southeast Asia. His online database,
Southeast Asia in the Ming Shi-lu: An Open Access Resource (http://
epress.nus.edu.sg/msl/) provides in English translations of 3,000+ references
to Southeast Asia as extracted from the Ming imperial annals, while his most
recent edited work China and Southeast Asia (2009) comprises a six-volume
survey of seminal works on Southeast Asia-China interactions.
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TIMELINE OF RECENT
CAMBODIAN HISTORY

1953.11.9 Cambodia gains independence from France.
1954.2.21 Diplomatic relations established between

Cambodia and Japan.
1962.3.27 Diplomatic relations established between

Cambodia and Indonesia.
1965.8.10 Diplomatic relations established between

Cambodia and Singapore.
1967.6.24 Diplomatic relations established between

Cambodia and Democratic Republic of Vietnam.
1969–73 Republic of Vietnam and United States air forces

bomb Cambodia to disrupt Viet Cong and
Khmer Rouge.

1970.3 General Lon Nol leads coup against Prince
Norodom Sihanouk with backing of United
States.

1975.4 End of Indochina War with fall of Saigon to Viet
Cong forces.

1975.4.17 Khmer Rouge capture Phnom Penh.
1975.5 Chinese embassy reopens in Phnom Penh.
1978.12.25 Vietnamese forces invade Cambodia.
1979.1.7 Vietnamese-backed People’s Republic of

Kampuchea established, with Heng Samrin as
the Chief of State. Khmer Rouge’s Democratic
Kampuchea continues to be recognised by the
United Nations.

1979.2 China attacks Vietnam as punishment for
Vietnam invasion of Cambodia.

1979.10.9 Inception of Khmer People’s National Liberation
Front (KPNLF).

1981.2 FUNCINPEC established in Paris by Norodom
Sihanouk.

xxv
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1982.6.22 Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea
(CGDK), comprising FUNCINPEC, Khmer
Rouge and KPNLF, established.

1985.1.14 Hun Sen appointed as prime minister of PRK.
1985.8 Meetings in France between Hun Sen and

KPNLF.
1987. 7 Vietnam accepted idea of informal meetings to

resolve Cambodia issue.
1987.12 – 1988.1 Prince Sihanouk of CDGK and Hun Sen of

PRK have two meetings at Fère-en-Tardenois, a
village northeast of Paris to discuss peace.

1988. 7 First Jakarta informal meeting between CGDK
and the PRK to discuss peace.

1989.4.29 Name of Cambodian state changed from People’s
Republic of Kampuchea to State of Cambodia
(SOC).

1989.7.30 – 1989.8.30 Peace discussions held in Paris between
representatives of 18 countries, the four
Cambodian parties, and the UN Secretary
General.

1989.7.30 – 1989.8.30 Paris Peace Conference held but inconclusive.
1989.9 Vietnam concludes withdrawal of forces from

Cambodia.
1990 CGDK renames itself the National Government

of Cambodia.
1990.2 & 1990.9 Informal Meetings on Cambodia (IMC) held.
1990.9.10 Supreme National Council (SNC) established in

Cambodia.
1991.10.23 Paris Conference convened and a comprehensive

settlement is signed giving the UN full authority
to supervise a ceasefire, repatriate the displaced
Khmer along the border with Thailand, disarm
and demobilize the factional armies, and prepare
the country for free and fair elections.

1991.11.14 Prince Sihanouk, President of the Supreme
National Council of Cambodia (SNC), and other
members of the SNC, including Khmer Rouge
representatives return to Phnom Penh.

1992.1.18 Diplomatic relations re-established between
Cambodia and Singapore.
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1992.3.16 The UN Transitional Authority in Cambodia
(UNTAC) arrived in Cambodia to commence
implementation of the UN Settlement Plan

1992.3 The UN High Commissioner for refugees begins
full-scale repatriation of Khmers on the Thai
border

1993.5 Elections held throughout Cambodia, with 4
million people participating. FUNCINPEC (58
seats), Cambodian People’s Party (51 seats) and
Buddhist Liberal Democratic Party (10 seats)
form coalition government, with Norodom
Ranariddh(FUNCINPEC) as First Prime
Minister and Hun Sen (CPP) as Second Prime
Minister. Khmer Rouge outlawed.

1993.9.23 Cambodia restores monarchy and King Norodom
Sihanouk resumes position as head of state.

1993.9.24 Royal Government of Cambodia established on
basis of elections. New Constitution promulgated.

1996.7.18 – 1996.7.23 Hun Sen visits China.
1997.7.5 Showdown between CPP and FUNCINPEC.

Hun Sen achieves victory. Prince Ranariddh goes
into exile in Paris. Ung Huot elected as new First
Prime Minister.

1997.7.23 Taiwanese diplomats expelled from Phnom Penh.
1997.8.2 Hun Sen meets with ASEAN Troika mediators

and agrees on election in 1998.
1998.7.26 Second National Assembly elections. CPP obtains

64 seats while FUNCINPEC obtains 43 seats
and Sam Rainsy Party 15 seats.

1998.11.30 CPP and FUNCINPEC form another coalition
government, with Hun Sen as sole prime minister
and Prince Norodom Ranariddh as Head of the
National Assembly.

1999.4.30 Cambodia admitted to ASEAN.
2002.2 First commune elections held.
2003.6 Agreement reached between Cambodia and

United Nations on Extraordinary Chambers in
the Courts of Cambodia for the Prosecution of
Crimes Committed during the Period of
Democratic Kampuchea.

Timeline of Recent Cambodian History xxvii
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2003.7.27 Third National Assembly Elections held. CPP
captures 73 seats, FUNCINPEC 26 seats, and
Sam Rainsy Party 24 seats.

2004 Coalition government formed between CPP and
FUNCINPEC.

2004.10.13 Cambodia joins World Trade Organization.
2004.10.7 King Sihanouk announces his abdication from

throne. Replaced by his son King Sihamoni.
2005.8 US lifts ban on US military assistance.
2008.7.27 Fourth National Assembly elections after Paris

Agreement. Cambodian People’s Party wins 90
of 123 seats. Hun Sen remains Prime Minister.
Sam Rainsy Party win 26 seats, Human Rights
Party win three seats, Norodom Ranariddh Party
win two seats, FUNCINPEC win two seats and
League for Democratic Party wins one seat.

xxviii Timeline of Recent Cambodian History
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